
Alachua County Arts Council 
 

May 4, 2020 
 

Members Present 
Jennifer Garrett 
Queenchiku Ngozi 
Carol Velasques Richardson – Chair 
David Ruiz 
Judy Skinner – Vice Chair 
 

Members Absent 
Deborah Douglas 
Tom McKercher 
 
 
 

Staff Present 
Gina Peebles 
 

 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
MOTION:  Judy Skinner made a motion to approve the agenda as presented; Jennifer Garrett seconded; 
unanimous approval. 
  
Approval of the Minutes 
MOTION:  Judy Skinner made a motion to approve the March 3 minutes as presented; Jennifer Garrett 
seconded; unanimous approval. 
 
West Lawn Statue Evaluation and Ranking – Leira Cruz Caliz 
Council Member, Jennifer Garrett, is recusing herself as she submitted a proposal for consideration (see 
attached Form 8B Memorandum of Voting Conflict for County, Municipal, and Other Local Public 
Officers).   
 
The evaluation team provided and discussed their scores.  MOTION:  David Ruiz made a motion to 
recommend Jenn Garrett and Leslie Tharp & Kenya Robinson to the Board of County Commissioners for 
final approval; Queenchiku Ngozi seconded; unanimous approval. 
 
Artists Conference Discussion  
Carol suggested that the way art is produced will likely be changed because of COVID-19.  The Artists 
Conference can include a “Rebuilding” roundtable discussion on strategies.    
 
Jake Hyvonnen provided a brief presentation to better describe his session topic of “Rapid Prototyping 
Techniques & the Arts.”   
 
Jennifer Garrett reported that Kanapaha would allow an arts exhibit and would not charge commission 
for works sold.  However, the art would need to be removed immediately after the conference as they 
have a rental the following day.  If Kanapaha would be interested, they could be a great setting for a 
Sculpture Walk. 
 



Ocala/Marion County Grant Workshop – Need to reside in and serve Marion County and they will assist 
you with grant writing.     
 
Emergency Funding 
The Council requested staff reach out to Legal on the status the art tag funded grants as our local arts 
community needs assistance.   
 
Sculpture Walk Discussion 
Jennifer Garrett restated that Kanapaha Botanical Gardens would be an ideal location for a sculpture 
walk. 
 
Arts in Medicine Update – Carol Velasques Richardson 
Spoke with the Director of Arts in Medicine, who is interested in being involved.   
 
Call to Artists Update  
South Wall Mural – Shepard Fairey’s team has postponed this project until as a result of COVID-19. 
 
Extension Auditorium Stained Glass – The deadline for submittals is May 6, which are anticipated to be 
distributed for scoring at our June meeting.  
 
Other Business 
Jessica Caldas introduced herself and is interested in being more involved in this advisory board. 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:27 p.m. 
 
The Alachua County Arts Council will meet next on June 1, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. via Zoom or in the Grace 
Knight Conference Room, if in-person meeting restrictions have been relaxed. 
  



 
  



 


