
Alachua County Arts Council 
 

June 6, 2022 
 

Members Present 
Chelsea Carnes  
Lucia Curta 
Iryna Kanishcheva  
Queenchiku Ngozi 
David Ruiz 
David Sutton 
Carol Velasques Richardson 
Corey Williams– Alternate 
*Virtual Attendee 

 

Members Absent 
 
 

Staff Present 
Leira Cruz Caliz 
Gina Peebles 
 

 

Call to Order 
The hybrid meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
MOTION:  Carol Velasques Richardson made a motion to approve the agenda as amended; Lucia Curta 
seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
MOTION:  Carol Velasques Richardson made a motion to approve the May 2, 2022 minutes as 
presented; Lucia Curta seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried. 
   
Call-to-Artists Rankings 
Poet Laureate - MOTION: Iryna Kanishcheva made a motion to recommend E. Stanley Richardson, Lola 
Haskins, and Corey Williams to the Board of County Commissioners; David Sutton seconded; unanimous 
approval; motion carried.  Carol Velasques Richardson and Corey Williams disclosed a conflict of interest 
as Ms. Velasques Richardson’s husband and Mr. Williams applied for this Call-to-Artists.  Their Form 8B 
is attached.     
 
Jack Durrance Art Loan Application/Agreement 
MOTION:  Chelsea Carnes made a motion to recommend Anne Mentz, Corey Williams, and the Truth & 
Reconciliation Quilt to the Board of County Commissioners to display their artwork in Jack Durrance; Dr. 
Queenchiku Ngozi seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried.   
 
Art Tag Grant Application Review/Posting 
The Art Tag Grant application was revised to include 2022 deadlines, as well as provide additional points 
for children’s programming for Mini Grants.  A total of four (4) $1,000 Mini Grants and (1) one $3,000 
Matching Grant is available.   
 
Arts & Economic Prosperity 6 Study Update 



Visit Gainesville, Alachua County has offered to provide promotional materials and help spread the word 
through their distribution list and work with Communications on media advisories and social media 
posts.  If you are aware of an upcoming Arts related event, please send Gina Peebles the event 
organizers’ contact information so they can be asked to collect surveys. 
 
Call-to-Artists Update 
West Lawn Sculpture – The County Commission selected George Gadson, who is working with the 
Hilliard-Nunn family on a revised sketch.  This is slated to be complete in February 2023 so an unveiling 
can be held during Black History Month.    
 
Fire Station 33 – The stained glass artist has indicated they are 50% complete. 
 
Sports Event Center Mural, Sculpture and Silhouettes – Sketches for each project are being presented to 
the County Commission at their June 14 meeting for final selection.   
 
Call to Artists – Downtown County-Owned Buildings Discussion 
This item was tabled until the next scheduled meeting.     
 
Artists Conference Post Event Discussion 
Gina Peebles shared the survey responses with the Council.  Plans are underway for the 2023 
conference and sessions were discussed. 
 
July Meeting Date Discussion 
The consensus of the Council was to cancel the July meeting since it conflicts with the County’s observed 
Independence Day holiday and we met twice in April and twice in May. 
 
Public Comment 
Anne Mentz is a new artist and thanked the Council for their support to display her work in the Jack 
Durrance Auditorium. 
 
Carol Velasques Richardson thanked the Council for their work scoring the Poet Laureate, but did 
mention that one artist submitted letters for a different entity that were several years old. 
 
Leira Cruz Caliz reported the Gainesville Fine Arts Association (GFAA) is advertising a Call to Artists for a 
poster and t-shirt design to celebrate their 100 year anniversary.   
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 
 
The Alachua County Arts Council will meet next on August 1 at 5:30 p.m. in the Grace Knight Conference 
Room and via Zoom. 
 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 


