
Alachua County Arts Council 
 

September 12, 2022 
 

Members Present 
Chelsea Carnes  
Lucia Curta 
Iryna Kanishcheva* 
Queenchiku Ngozi 
David Ruiz 
Carol Velasques Richardson 
Corey Williams– Alternate 
*Virtual Attendee 

 

Members Absent 
David Sutton 
 
 

Staff Present 
Jessica Hurov 
Gina Peebles 
 

 

Call to Order 
The hybrid meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
MOTION:  Chelsea Carnes made a motion to approve the agenda as presented; Lucia Curta seconded; 
unanimous approval; motion carried. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
MOTION: Corey Williams  made a motion to approve the August 8, 2022 minutes as presented; Lucia 
Curta seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried. 
   
Art Tag Grant Application Ranking 
No matching grants were received, so the Council discussed several options including funding additional 
applicants, or rolling the funding forward to next year’s grant cycle.   

 
MOTION:   Chelsea Carnes made a 
motion to approve the top six (6) Art 
Tag Grant Applications as ranked and 
forward to the County Commission 
for funding approval; Lucia Curta 
seconded; motion died 2:2 with 
Queenchiku Ngozi and David Ruiz in 
dissent. 
 
Carol Velasques Richardson arrived. 
 
MOTION:   Carol Velasques 
Richardson made a motion to 
approve the top four (4) Art Tag Grant 
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Mini Grant ($1,000 Max - $4,000 budget)

Flynt, Quincy 1 2 9 1 1 2 16

Williams, Corey 9 6 1 3 2 5 26

Knowles, Alix 7 3 6 4 3 10 33

Gelpi, Gianelle 2 1 3 13 7 9 35

Weiss, Joanna 3 10 2 14 9 1 39

Shortt, Paul 4 4 7 14 10 3 42

GROW-Hub 10 5 14 14 4 4 51

Leung, Cindy 6 7 8 14 8 8 51

Huynh, LaQianya 8 9 5 14 6 11 53

DiBlasio, Lara 5 12 10 13 11 13 64

Lucas, Jessica 11 7 13 14 13 6 64

Freimuth, Trevor 12 11 4 14 12 12 65

Moua, Txong 14 14 11 14 5 14 72

Prairie Pottery 13 13 12 14 14 7 73



Applications as ranked and forward to the County Commission for funding approval; Queenchiku Ngozi 
seconded; unanimous approval. 
 
Mr. Williams submitted a Form 8B to declare his conflict of interest (attached) as a potential evaluator 
and applicant.   
 
Arts & Economic Prosperity 6 Study Update 
Jessica Hurov with Visit Gainesville, Alachua County was in attendance and presented a plan to obtain 
the 800 required surveys by April 17.  Her staff are also available to table at Arts related special events.   
 
Call-to-Artists Update 
West Lawn Sculpture – Mr. Gadson has received his first payment so he can purchase necessary 
materials and supplies.  
 
Fire Station 33 – The stained glass installation is complete and photos were sent to the Council on Aug. 
15, 2022.   
 
Sports Event Center Mural - The Commission selected Anon for the mural.  Most of the mural is expected 
to be painted by the end of the calendar year.  The artist will reserve a portion so the community can 
paint (similar to paint-by-numbers) for the Grand Opening next March/April. 
 
Sports Event Center Sculpture - The Commission selected Jennifer Garrett for the sculpture, which is 
expected to be completed/installed by the summer of 2023.  
 
Sports Event Center Silhouettes – The Commission selected and Gus and Lina Fine Art for the silhouettes, 
which are expected to be installed by the end of the calendar year. 
 
2023 Artists Conference Discussion 
The tentative date is May 5, 2023.  The DRAFT schedule was reviewed and this will be the sole discussion 
item at the Oct. 3 meeting.  Suggested sessions include: (1) intellectual property issues such as how to 
protect your work and set up a corporation and (2) TikToc marketing. 
 
Public Comment 
David Ruiz – if anyone would like to be added to the County’s “Arts Enthusiasts” distribution list, please 
email Gina Peebles.  This list is used to share Call to Artists, grant opportunities, and general arts related 
items of interest. 
 
Carol Velasques Richardson – Recommended reviewing our Strategic Plan at an upcoming meeting and 
focus on applying for State/Federal grants for regranting to local artists. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:44 p.m. 
 
The Alachua County Arts Council will meet next on October 3 at 5:30 p.m. in the Grace Knight 
Conference Room and via Zoom. 
 
  



 



 
 


