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“The problem of game management is not how we should handle the deer…the real problem is 
one of human management. Wildlife management is comparatively easy; human management 
is difficult.”– Aldo Leopold, Game Management, 1933 

Executive Summary 
For many of Alachua County’s residents, hunting is a traditional form of recreation and a 

supplementary means of obtaining food. It is enjoyed in many forms, and hunters greatly value their 
outdoor experiences. Most of the nation’s conservation ethic and practice started with the setting aside 
of wild places for hunting. In fact, the landlord’s game preserves in medieval Europe are the forerunner 
of the modern park system in the United States. Hunting modes typically range from no hunting, to 
general public hunts, typically managed in Florida by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC). The FWC also manages many public hunting areas – including several in Alachua 
County. FWC controls hunter access and manages game through the establishment of hunting seasons, 
licensure and game law enforcement. 

Alachua County has acquired several environmentally significant properties over the last decade. 
The purpose of these acquisitions was to protect, improve and manage water resources, wildlife habitats, 
and to provide natural areas suitable for resource-based recreation. Acquisitions were financed through 
two voter-approved initiatives: Alachua County Forever (approved in 2000) and Wild Spaces & Public 
Places (approved in 2008). These properties provide County residents with the satisfaction of knowing 
they have protected lands that will improve the quality of life for them and future generations. 
Conservation of these lands becomes even more important now as the human population increases and 
the landscape becomes more fragmented. 

Conscientious stewardship of these lands protects this public investment, restores their ecological 
function, provides compatible recreational opportunities, and enhances their long-term value to the 
community. To guide stewardship of these preserves, the Board of County Commissioners (BoCC) adopts 
a management plan for each preserve. In that plan, the overall vision for the site is articulated. Each plan 
furthers the Guiding Principles for Alachua County Forever (ACF) that were adopted by the BoCC on 
February 26th, 2002. Among these Principles were a “no loss of conservation values” stewardship 
philosophy and a directive that any stewardship be consistent with ACF’s primary goal of preserving, 
restoring and enhancing environmental values. These Principles are incorporated in the specific 
management plans for each preserve. These management plans are discussed with neighbors and 
stakeholders, and ultimately adopted by the BoCC as their vision for the Preserve. This Hunting Business 
Plan does not supplant nor replace any of the objectives of the individual preserve management plans. 
Rather, it is intended to complement them, to tease out the issues concerning recreational hunting 
opportunities on ACF lands and provide the BoCC with policy directives for adoption. 

The County also strictly adhered to this Principle in the development of this Hunting Business Plan. 
Hunting, including recreational hunting, is considered a stewardship tool. It must be applied in such a 
way that it furthers the Alachua County Forever Referendum goals, adopted Principles for the ACF 
program and the specific goals for the preserves. Any action or activity on the preserve must not impact 
the conservation values of the preserve and will cease if such impacts occur. 

The County Commission recognizes that the regulation of firearms in Florida is constitutionally 
reserved to the State. This Business Plan does not regulate firearms. The County is allowed to prohibit 
hunting on County-owned property. Where it does create hunting opportunities on County-owned 
property, it is allowed to establish additional restrictions on species taken, dates for hunting, and to create 
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hunt-free zones so long as these do not permit hunting in a manner that is less restrictive than allowed by 
the State regulations. These additional measures are contemplated where they enhance the ecology of 
the property, make non-hunting recreational uses safer or more meaningful, or to satisfy concerns of our 
preserve neighbors. 

The County’s challenge is then to match an appropriate hunting mode to the ACF-managed 
property that would meet a five-pronged test. The mode would have to: 

(1) further the BoCC’s stewardship goals for the preserves 
(2) not violate State rules and regulations with respect to hunting 
(3) be considered within the context of other stewardship activities on the site particularly non-

hunting recreational uses 
(4) provide a safe and enjoyable hunting experience 
(5) enable the County to continue to be a good neighbor 

Specific modes are recommended for particular properties that meet this challenge and optimize 
the benefits. In terms of this Plan, “benefits” accrue to both the ecology of the site and the economy of 
the County. 

The purpose of this Hunting Business Plan is to: 
• Articulate principles that guide recreational hunting on Alachua County Forever (ACF)-

managed lands 
• Identify issues for consideration by the Alachua County Board of County Commissioners 

(BoCC) 
• Recommend sound business practices and policies for adoption by the BoCC that will then 

guide hunting on these lands 

This Business Plan is not intended to be a comprehensive treatment of hunting. There is enough 
detail to illustrate the principles and recommendations to be adopted. The Plan’s first sections describe 
hunting generally, with the County’s recommendations following. Site-specific recommendations are 
contained in Table 2. This Plan is not intended to apply to Conservation Easements since those lands 
remain privately owned, nor to County-contracted hunting to further a specific stewardship goal, for 
example feral hog removal. 

Recommended Policy Directives 

Existing Guiding Principles 
The BoCC adopted the following Guiding Principles at their February 26th, 2002 regular 

Commission meeting (Item # 42R-022602). As they bear on any discussion of stewardship, they are worth 
repeating here: 

1. Certain administrative and operating expenses of the program may be borne by the General Fund.  There 
are competing needs for County services using the General Fund and the services and benefits of land conservation 
to the community must be considered in the context of those other public needs.  Additional sources of program 
support may need to be developed to support the operating costs, e.g. user fees. 
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2. Commercial Pooled Paper should be used to initially acquire properties until the appropriate time to issue 
the ACF Bonds. All costs directly related to the acquisition of a project, whether or not it is successfully consummated, 
are reimbursable from the Bonds. 

3. The ACF program will use the existing contracts where appropriate and develop new contracts or the 
internal capacity where there is a deficiency in expertise or resources in the community.  The BoCC recognizes the 
great value of using ACF funds to leverage partnerships in the protection of the county’s sensitive lands. The County 
has the fiduciary responsibility for ACF funds and therefore will require BoCC approval prior to any application being 
made regarding committing funds in such partnerships. 

4. The BoCC is aware that there are long term stewardship costs associated with projects selected but no 
funding source other than the General Fund Reserves has been identified. To minimize stewardship expenses while 
the Program is in this initial acquisition phase, staff will use a strategy of “no loss of conservation values” stewardship. 
The initial stewardship program will reflect this strategy. As the program matures and other funding sources 
materialize, the stewardship program may be enhanced. 

5. Any stewardship of ACF sites shall be consistent with the ACF’s primary goal of preserving, restoring and 
enhancing environmental values. A stewardship plan will be developed within 12 months of acquisition and made 
available for public comment prior to BoCC approval. 

Recommended Recreational Hunting Principles 
In furtherance of these general Principles and to enhance the County’s ability to efficiently 

manage hunting on the acquired preserves and appropriately record and use any revenues generated by 
these operations, County staff recommends the BoCC adopt the following principles specific to the 
creation of recreational hunting opportunities on ACF-managed lands: 

1. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes that well-managed nature preserves 
contribute to the community’s quality of life by protecting and enhancing water resources, 
wildlife habitats, and providing natural areas suitable for resource-based recreation. 

2. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes that hunting is an important 
recreational activity. 

3. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes that hunting can be a valuable tool to 
manage wildlife populations and directs that hunting be permitted where and when consistent 
with the State of Florida hunting regulations, the goals of the Alachua County Forever Referendum 
and the preserve management plans. 

4. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes that over hunting game results in a 
decrease in a valuable part of the natural ecosystem and is not consistent with Alachua County 
Forever and Wild Spaces & Public Places referenda. Therefore recreational hunting should only 
be implemented in a sustainable manner that furthers the goals of the Alachua County Forever 
Referendum and the preserve management plans. 

5. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes that hunting, as with other forms of 
recreation on County lands, will increase the potential for injury to users and neighbors and for 
damage to County and adjacent infrastructure. The Board therefore recognizes and accepts an 
increase in the County’s liability for claims arising from their ownership of these properties 
opened to hunting. 
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6. The Board of County Commissioners, after carefully considering the risk and impact 
to the non-hunting public, directs staff not to offer County-managed hunting opportunities on any 
site after it has been opened to the general public for non-hunting recreation, and not to delay 
opening sites for the public in order to facilitate recreational hunting exclusively. 

7. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes that hunting rights are a commodity, 
with economic value subject to market forces. The Board also recognizes that, while it may be 
possible to license these opportunities to the highest bidder, the Board has a higher interest in 
making these opportunities available to a diverse and broad constituency. Further the Board 
recognizes that offsetting County property management expenses through competitively-
awarded public-private partnerships can be a valuable substitute for cash proceeds. 

8. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes that leveraging stewardship 
partnerships with other entities enables the County to accomplish more of its goals without 
increasing its expenditures. The Board directs staff to ensure that the provision of hunting 
opportunities should not jeopardize these partnerships and their cost savings to the County.  

9. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes that allowing recreational hunting on 
ACF preserves will result in an increased workload for the Environmental Protection Department 
and supporting County staff. These include additional costs in administering the procedures and 
processes, additional maintenance costs, and increased liability to the County taxpayer. Any 
revenue collected for hunting can only be expected to offset a portion of the total operating cost 
to manage these public lands. 

10. The Board of County Commissioners recognizes it is beneficial for the County to re-
invest any hunting revenues in the stewardship of the Alachua County Forever portfolio of 
preserves and directs that these funds supplement existing core stewardship funding. 

Locally Important Game Species1,2,3 

The white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) is an important game species in Florida. Records of 
white-tailed deer exist from Florida as early as the 1600’s. The population declined severely until the 
1940s probably due to over hunting and systematic extermination to eradicate tick-borne cattle fever. 
With the passage of the federal Pittman-Robertson (P-R) Act in 1937, federal aid flowed to states to 
restore wildlife and game populations. In 1941, the Florida Legislature agreed to create the Florida Game 
and Fresh Water Fish Commission, now the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and 
began to receive these P-R funds. The FWC created Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) to manage lands 
for the long-term well-being of fish and wildlife and the benefit of people. Today, FWC manages over 5.5 
million acres of WMAs and the deer population has exceeded 700,000 statewide. 

A similar story is illustrated by the wild turkey population in Florida, perhaps the second-most 
important game animal after deer. The Osceola turkey (Meleagris gallopavo osceola), also known as the 
Florida turkey, is one of five subspecies of wild turkey in North America. The Osceola lives on the Florida 
peninsula and nowhere else in the world, making it extremely popular with in-state and out-of state 
hunters alike. Alachua County has high densities of wild turkey, primarily in the east, south and along the 
Santa Fe River where the landscape is still mostly un-fragmented (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1. Distribution of wild turkey in Florida 

By the early 19th century, most of America’s turkeys had been eliminated over most of its range, 
except in Florida where swamps, insects and a generally inhospitable environment kept civilization at bay. 
With the introduction of rails, roads, pesticides and air-conditioning, hunting proliferated to the point 
where by 1949, the population had decreased from over 250,000 to less than 26,000. With the creation 
of the FWC and the use of the P-R federal funds, the state trapped birds and restocked lands in all of 

Florida’s counties. By 1970, Florida was the first State to 
complete restoration of a game species with the P-R 
funds. A large part the success of this effort was due to 
conservation minded hunters supporting the P-R Act, 
conservation organizations and through purchases of 
recreational gear and permits. 

The wild pig (Sus scrofa), also called the wild hog, 
wild boar or feral pig, is not a Florida native and may 
have been introduced by Spanish explorer Hernando 
DeSoto as early as 1539. They occur in all of Florida's 67 
counties within a wide variety of habitats, but prefer 
oak-cabbage palm hammocks, freshwater marshes and 
sloughs, and pine flatwoods. Wild pigs can reach weights 
of more than 350 pounds and be 5 to 6 feet long. They 
usually travel in small family groups or alone. 

Among other species legal to hunt in Florida are alligator, 
dove, quail, snipe, waterfowl, rabbit, raccoon, possum, bobcat, 

fox, and squirrel. A complete list is available from FWC. Alachua County is not one of the Best Small Game 
Hunting Areas as listed by FWC4. However, some small game exists in Alachua County and some hunters 
have expressed an interest in this form of hunting on ACF lands. Hunting alligators, because it was a listed 
species, and is still strictly regulated, as well as dove, quail, and snipe are not being considered in this Plan. 

Hunting as a Management Tool1,2,3 

With the loss of top level predators, white-tailed deer have become one of the species of wildlife 
whose over-abundance can seriously degrade its own habitat as well as the habitat of other wildlife 
species, and inflict serious damage on agricultural crops and ornamental plantings. Their over-abundance 
can also facilitate the outbreak of diseases and parasites that can threaten the health of both livestock 
and humans. 

Feral hogs are large non-endemic, omnivorous animals (eating all kinds of food, both plants and 
animals) common to Florida.  They possess the highest reproductive potential of any North American large 
mammal, and currently inhabit many areas in such large numbers that it adversely impacts the 
environment. Feral hogs impose a variety of negative environmental impacts through habitat 
degradation, predation on native species, and competition with native species.  They are capable of 
destroying whole plant communities by their rooting activities.  Some of these plant communities contain 
threatened or endangered plants and animals.  Feral hogs are suspected of preying on young gopher 
tortoises, a listed species in Florida, hatchling sea turtles, and other rare amphibians, reptiles, and ground 
nesting birds. 
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Alachua County has entered into eight private License Agreements with a few hunters on County 
property to provide caretaking services. Six such Agreements are still in place. This practice started with 
the first ACF acquisition, Mill Creek Nature Preserve. The County chose to retain the same hunter who 
had previously hunted the property prior to County acquisition. At the time ACF had limited staffing and 
equipment and realized this relationship would provide needed services for the site. The hunter agreed 
to provide caretaking duties, including site security, maintaining fences and gates, mowing and 
maintaining interior roads and firebreaks, and removing feral hogs from the property. The Agreements 
require the hunter to have adequate insurance, provide the County with monthly activity logs, and allow 
the County to continue with resource management and educational tours. This arrangement is so 
successful that, as additional properties were acquired that had existing hunt leases in good standing, the 
practice was continued. Each Agreement has a stipulation that it would terminate once the Preserve was 
opened to the public. These Agreements have saved the County as much as $10,000 per year per Preserve. 
An additional benefit is the site-specific knowledge of the properties that the hunters share with County 
staff, many of whom had been hunting and working the properties for many years prior to acquisition by 
the County. 

The hunter therefore provides two valuable management services to the County. First, their 
caretaking role saves the County a significant amount of time and budget. Second, their limited hunting 
activities serve to monitor and check the populations of game animals. 

Hunting In Florida 
Hunting in Florida is practiced in many forms on private and public land and historically was either 

locally regulated or not regulated at all. The State 
constitution was amended to reserve all regulation 
of hunting to the State thus ending the patchwork of 
local hunting laws. Recent legislation further 
reserved to the State all regulation of firearms. 
Under the State constitution, the FWC is the State-
designated agency which can regulate hunting 
(Appendix 1). FWC has divided the state into zones 
to create a cohesive hunting regulatory 
environment. Alachua County is in Zone C (Figure 2). 
FWC regulates hunting through the issue of licenses, 
establishes hunting seasons as well as species-
specific and method-of-take-specific permits. FWC 
may also issue permits to restrict access to specific 
areas in an effort to enhance the opportunity and 
reduce pressure on the game. With the variety of 
managed game, season, zone and choice of hunting 
method, the rules can be complex. To provide an 
illustration of this complexity, the 2012-2013 
seasons for Zone C (Alachua County’s zone) are attached as Appendix 2. 

Typically in Florida, hunting method-of-take can be conveniently divided into either gun or 
archery. Gun can be generally divided into muzzle-loading (or black powder) and general gun which 
includes rifle and shotgun. Hunters who use crossbows have a separate season from other archers. FWC 

Figure 2. FWC Hunting Zones in Florida 
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also issues a furbearing trapping license, but there has not seen a great demand in Alachua County, so it 
is not discussed in this Plan. Generally, the seasons are arranged so that the more challenging method-of-
take occurs first. For a full description of the many hunting opportunities, a hunter should familiarize 
themselves with the regulations on the FWC website (http://www.myfwc.com/hunting/regulations). 

In addition to its regulatory role is FWC’s management of specially-designated areas for hunting 
called wildlife management areas (WMAs). The WMA system is organized through FWC cooperation with 
26 cooperators to make the 5.7 million acres and 161 areas open to public hunting in Florida. Cooperators 
are lead land managers on 125 of these areas. FWC manages hunting in five WMAs in Alachua County: 
the 16,437-acre Grove Park WMA, the 2,760-acre Hatchet Creek WMA, the 11,149-acre Lochloosa WMA, 
the 7,272-acre Santa Fe Swamp (a portion is in Bradford County), and the 4,231-acre Watermelon Pond 
WMA (a portion is in Levy County). There are a total of 30 WMAs within 50 miles of Gainesville creating 
access to 688,711 acres available to local hunters (Appendix 3). There may be additional permit 
requirements required to hunt in the WMAs and the rules vary by WMA. Details are provided as rules in 
Florida Administrative Code and are incorporated in the WMA brochures for each area. They are all 
available on FWC’s website www.myfwc.com. Some of the local WMA brochures for 2012-2013 are 
attached to this Plan (Appendix 4). 

FWC has cooperatively established six WMAs on lands which are privately owned. Rather than 
have these WMAs drop out of the hunting system, the FWC offers Recreational Use Permits which are 
designed to provide more revenue to the landowners. To enable public recreational use of these private 
lands, the FWC compensates these private landowners with funds generated through Recreational Use 
Permit fees. This allows these private landowners to generate some compensatory revenue while enabling 
public recreational use of these private lands that could otherwise generate revenue for the private 
landowner through private hunt lease fees. The Grove Park WMA in Alachua County is one such example 
of the six of the 161 WMAs that remain and is owned by Plum Creek Timberlands which receives the 
recreational user permit fees. Revenue-generating hunting opportunities on public lands do not usually 
receive public support. An annual Wildlife Management Area Permit is required to hunt on public hunting 
areas managed by the FWC. However, area-specific fees are not required to hunt on the majority of public 
hunting areas managed by the FWC. 

FWC also offers Special Opportunity Hunts designed to facilitate hunting for a targeted audience 
or to further management goals. A typical Special Opportunity Hunt makes available large areas with lots 
of game and low hunter quotas and provides excellent opportunities to bag trophy deer, turkey, hogs, 
dove and quail.  Hunters participating in these “special” hunts have a high chance of seeing and bagging 
game. For more information, go to FWC’s website at http://www.myfwc.com/license/limited-entry-
hunts/general-info/special-opportunity/. FWC also has established a Youth Hunting Program to increase 
the number of youth involved in educational, safe, mentored wildlife and hunting activities through the 
opportunity to participate in the hunting heritage (http://www.myfwc.com/education/outdoor-
skills/hunting/). 

Alachua County staff is working with FWC to determine the feasibility of establishing FWC-
managed hunts on County-owned lands (Table 2). On these lands, the County would still be responsible 
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for the non-hunting stewardship including non-hunting recreation (see discussion in Management by 
FWC section below). The County is also investigating participating in the FWC Youth Hunting Program. 

A survey of Florida counties was conducted by staff as background for this Plan. The goal was to 
determine if there was any pattern to where hunting was allowed on just County-owned conservation 
lands. Staff of the county programs were contacted by email and asked to respond to an online survey or 
by email. The results are summarized in Table 1 below. Predominantly, for those Counties that responded, 
there is no hunting on County-owned lands (67%, n=12, there are 25 county land conservation programs 
in Florida). Where it is prohibited it is usually by Ordinance. There are FWC-managed hunting lands in 
almost every County as well as hunting on private and federal lands throughout the State. 

Table 1. Hunting by County 

Florida County Hunting on County Conservation Lands (as of December 2012) 

Brevard No 

Broward No 

Charlotte No 

Collier County-managed, FWC-managed 

Flagler No 

Lee No 

Manatee County-managed 

Marion No 

Martin No 

Miami-Dade No 

Monroe No 

Orange FWC only 

Palm Beach No 

Pasco No 

Polk FWC-managed, County-managed 

Seminole No 

St. Lucie No 

Volusia FWC-managed and private lease 
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Accessing Hunting Opportunities 
A wide range of methods are used to determine who has access to hunting in Florida. At the most 

permissive, once a hunter obtains a valid state license and the appropriate species tags, they can access 
public lands that are available for general public hunting during authorized seasons (General Public Hunt). 
The FWC also has a Limited Entry/Quota Hunt Program that limits the number of hunters for specific areas. 
This is intended to offer a higher-quality public hunting opportunities, greater resource protection, and 
prevent hunter overcrowding. FWC and the landowner can also more closely control the harvest of game 
on wildlife management areas. FWC only requires a minimal fee for special-opportunity hunts to cover 
administrative costs. Some limited entry hunts managed by the FWC require no application fee. FWC also 
manages some lands for Small Game only, which is defined as the take of game species other than deer, 
wild hog or wild turkey. 

Separately from the FWC-managed opportunities, it is possible for a landowner (including the 
County) to determine access to its lands by a lottery. They usually charge an entry fee to cover just the 
administrative costs, but some can be quite high depending on the quality of the opportunity. Usually 
each lottery entrant has an equal chance of being picked, although there are lotteries that add weights to 
entrants based on some criteria; e.g. decreasing their chances if they were previous winners. The 
landowner may restrict the duration of the opportunity (within the FWC season), the number of hunters, 
the areas awarded, and specify the game to be taken (so long as it is legal under State rules). The nature 
of these details depends on the goals of the landowner. The landowner would have to depend upon their 
own enforcement of these additional restrictions to ensure they are followed and not on FWC, since they 
are not state regulations. If the landowner wants -- and the market will bear it -- a second fee may then 
be charged to the lottery winners before they can access the property. While the fees may generate some 
revenue, it may prevent other people from entering the lottery due to the high cost. The landowner’s 
goals will dictate whether fees are charged and their amount. 

Instead of a lottery, the opportunity can be awarded depending on the bids received pursuant to 
a formal request or auction. Here the entrants’ chances are not equal but depend on either the best 
qualified, the highest bidder, or any other criteria the landowner decides is important. If the goal is to 
maximize rents, the highest bidder is awarded the opportunity and a fee collected. It is also possible to 
offer a combination of opportunities on the same site. For example, the first week of deer season (which 
is very desirable) can be auctioned off to the highest bidder. Then limited opportunities can be awarded 
via lottery later in the season where the winners have the site to themselves for a few days. For the rest 
of the season, the site may be opened to anyone for general public hunts or through private leases, or in 
the case of the County, through License Agreements. 

Ultimately there are a myriad of ways the opportunities may be conveyed to hunters. The 
challenge for Alachua County is to convey them in a manner that ensures the goals of the Preserve are 
met, are consistent with State hunting laws, along with any economic and social goals of the County 
Commission, in a cost-effective manner. 
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Hunting Modes on Alachua County-Owned Lands 
Many Alachua County residents enjoy hunting both as a traditional form of recreation and as a 

supplementary means of obtaining food. Alachua County has acquired many environmentally significant 
properties over the last decade. The purpose of these acquisitions was to “protect, improve and manage 
water resources, wildlife habitats, and to provide natural areas suitable for resource-based recreation” 
(2000 Alachua County Forever Referendum). Nearly all of these lands were hunted by their former owners 
or by their tenants or guests. Hunters have also been supporters of the ACF program and support hunting 
in the State through the purchase of hunting-related gear and equipment. Recreational hunting is 
consistent with the conservation principles embodied in the referendum so long as it is managed at 
sustainable levels and does not negatively impact non-game species. The County is considering expanding 
is current recreational hunting levels upon the numerous requests from hunters in the community. 

After reviewing hunting practices in Florida, the portfolio of lands owned by Alachua County and 
considering the referendum goals, staff has determined that four modes emerge as possibilities for 
recreational hunting on Alachua County-owned lands: 

• Management by FWC either as part of a Wildlife Management Area, or a Public 
Small Game Hunt Area 

• Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements, managed by Alachua County, with 
private individuals or a private group 

• Limited-Hunt License Agreements, managed by Alachua County, with private 
individuals or a private group 

• No Hunting. 

Each is discussed in more detail below. 

Management by FWC. There are several advantages to having FWC manage hunting on County-
owned lands. The State would manage the administrative process for allowing entry, provide law 
enforcement, provide boundary and entrance signage and, if County funding was available, provide 
enhanced game management and research. Most importantly, a partnership FWC provides hunting 
venues in Alachua County where the general public benefits from these open-access lands at no cost 
beyond state hunting licenses and permits. 

FWC has reviewed the current ACF portfolio which currently includes Balu Forest. They are 
interested in partnering with the County on several properties: Barr Hammock/Levy Lake Preserve, Lake 
Alto Preserve, Watermelon Pond – Gladman Preserve and Balu Forest. Staff is recommending the County 
work on a formal partnership with FWC to manage hunting on these tracts and others where such a 
partnership provides a clear benefit to the County and is compatible with the other management goals 
for the Preserves (Table 2). For the purposes of brevity, the FWC-managed hunts are classified in Table 2 
as “FWC Small Game”, “FWC General Public Hunt” and “FWC Quota hunts”. Each has already been 
described in detail in the Accessing Hunting Opportunities section above. 
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To enter into a partnership on the Newnan’s Lake Conservation Area-Little Hatchet Creek Addition 
and Lochloosa-River Styx tracts, the County would need to obtain approval from the St Johns River Water 
Management District since they co-own and manage those tracts. The County would also have to 
negotiate a separate revenue-sharing agreement with Plum Creek. Grove Park WMA is privately owned 
by Plum Creek and they receive most of revenues generated through the Recreational Use Permits 
($448.50 per hunter for 2012-2013) for that property. Statutes (379.354 F.S.) governing the collection of 
Recreational Use Permits, such as those on Grove Park WMA, do not allow for this approach at the River 
Styx. If the BoCC desires to offer the hunt opportunities on this tract, the County would have to choose 
another of the modes or request it be added to the Lochloosa WMA. The Lochloosa WMA is close by and 
is owned by the St Johns River Water Management District and no additional fees are charged. 

Under a scenario where FWC manages hunting on County lands, the County would remain 
responsible for the remaining land management activities such as prescribed burning, exotic control, and 
recreational infrastructure. The FWC may also become liable for any hunting-related accidents up to the 
statutory limits for torts established in section 768.28(5) Florida Statutes ($300,000 without further 
approval by the Legislature). FWC may therefore share the liability with the County and possibly even 
assuming the primary liability as hunt manager if a court determined it was solely liable. The landowner – 
in this case the County – always has some liability (also up to the statutory limits) especially if a court 
determined it contributed to the injury or was negligent. FWC staff has advised County staff that the FWC’s 
standard policy is not to indemnify the landowner or cooperator. It is unlikely staff will be able to negotiate 
a different arrangement whereby FWC indemnifies the County entirely. After pursuing this 
indemnification further, staff will return to the County Commission with the interagency agreements with 
FWC and disclose with whom liability lies and allow the County to consider executing the agreements or 
seek some other arrangement. 

Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements. License Agreements are the proposed mechanism to 
provide hunting opportunities on County lands where the County - and not FWC - will be the hunting 
manager. Up until now, the County has used License Agreements to create caretaking relationships with 
a few hunters on ACF-managed properties. The Agreement requires the hunter to provide the caretaking 
and maintenance services such as site security, monitoring, road and trail maintenance, hog removal and 
mowing in exchange for limited hunting opportunities. The County has used these Agreements on sites 
that are not yet open to the public, which could support low intensity hunting, and with a Licensee who 
had a previous hunting lease on the property. Each Licensee has to carry appropriate hunting insurance 
and indemnify the County for accidents and damages. These have served the County very well; no cash 
exchanged hands and all of the Licensees have been excellent to work with. In the future, these hunting 
opportunities could be competitively bid out to the public using the County’s procurement processes. 
However, the issues associated with fees are discussed in the Revenue-Generation and Issues Section 
below. 

The term of the Agreements depend on the goals for the property and the need to make them 
attractive enough for a potential caretaker to contract with the County. The consensus among hunting 
stakeholders is they would need is 3-5 years to familiarize themselves with a property, establish feed plots 
and hunt stands, and attract, raise and ultimately take, a quality animal. The length of this term is also 
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desirable under quality deer management principles which are designed to allow a deer to reach trophy 
size. The opportunity to bag trophy deer would compensate the hunter/caretaker for the required 
maintenance efforts required by the County under the Agreement during the years trophy deer were not 
available and for the off-season when maintenance and security is still required. Shorter periods could be 
agreed upon if the goals were not for trophy deer and there were willing caretakers. It also seemed to be 
the consensus on how long potential caretakers would wait for the next opportunity to bid on the next 
Agreement. 

Alachua County, as the landowner, may add requirements of the hunter so long as they do not 
violate FWC’s hunting regulations. For example, FWC’s regulations define antlered deer as “having at least 
one antler, 5 or more inches in length visible above the hairline”. The County could require hunters take 
only those bucks with at least three antler points or more on one side, 5 or more inches in length visible 
above the hairline. The harvest would have still to occur during the statewide antlered deer season and 
meet all the other FWC regulations. Hunters violating this requirement by harvesting bucks with only 2 
points on one side would only be in violation of County requirements but would not be in violation of the 
FWC regulations. So, enforcement of the County’s requirements would be by the County, not FWC. The 
penalty would be termination of the Agreement and a possible ban on hunting the property in the future. 

Limited-Hunt License Agreements. As used in this Plan, Limited-Hunt License Agreement hunts are 
limited to just a few individuals, or a small select group, for a special event or for a very limited duration. 
The opportunity can be awarded in any number of ways including a lottery or based on responses received 
subsequent to a formal request for bids. The County may impose additional bag and term limits, e.g. a 
long weekend instead of the entire deer season. These hunts are intended to generate revenue as the 
hunter is not sharing the property with other hunters and it is not hunted during the rest of the season. 
So the winning bidder can be more confident that they will get a quality animal. The County would not 
receive any stewardship benefits as they might under a Multi-Year Hunting License Agreement. Once a 
bidder is selected, a Limited-Hunt License Agreement is executed between the hunter and the County, in 
which the terms, restrictions and insurance requirements are spelled out. 

The County Commission may be interested in providing opportunities to non-traditional or under-
represented hunting groups such as youth, disabled veterans, women, and minorities. These could be also 
implemented under Limited-Hunt License Agreements with an appropriate partner. As described later, the 
County has a Limited-Hunt License Agreement with the National Wild Turkey Foundation to provide 
hunting and outdoor educational opportunities to non-traditional hunting groups in the community. 

No Hunting. No hunting is the final “mode” being considered. While the County recognizes the 
values of hunting – both recreational and ecological - other considerations must be weighed when 
considering ACF Preserves for recreational hunting. No hunting is being recommended for sites that meet 
the conditions described below in Hunting Recommendations. 
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Hunting Recommendations 
To date, Alachua County has acquired 44 tracts with Alachua County Forever and Wild Spaces & 

Public Places funding (Figure 3). Table 2 below summarizes the recommended hunting strategies (marked 
with an “X”) on the portfolio. Several individual acquisitions have been combined into single Preserves 
(e.g. three Lake Alto acquisitions form the Lake Alto North Preserve and two comprise Mill Creek 
Preserve). The table also shows that there are additional modes that could be employed concurrently or 
instead of the recommended mode (marked with an “O”) depending on management priorities. Sites that 
staff recommends be available for hunting in some form are shaded green and those closed to hunting 
are shaded red. Note conservation easements are excluded since the hunting rights remain with the 
private landowner. These are depicted in Figure 3 but are not included in Table 2. 

Several factors went into deciding which mode of hunting is being recommended as the dominant 
mode for each site: 

• Size. A larger property can generally support more hunting pressure depending on other factors. 
Larger property also allows for some isolation from neighboring land uses. 

• Is the site currently open to the public? Is it open now by appointment? Will it be opened in the 
next year or two? There are two reasons to carefully consider when contemplating allowing hunting 
and non-hunting uses on the same property at the same time. First, the County is conservative in 
its risk and liability profile and so we are not recommending hunting and non-hunting uses on the 
same property at the same time. This is pertinent only for sites where the County will be managing 
the hunting. Where FWC would manage the hunting on County land, FWC could be liable up to the 
statutory limits and depending on the circumstances. The County could still be liable—again 
depending on the circumstances -- since it is the landowner. The FWC has a great safety record of 
public hunting on WMAs that includes no injury by a hunter to non-hunting users. Second, there is 
the perception of increased risk on the part of the non-hunting public and from neighbors. Many 
non-hunting users are deterred by the noise, the perceived risk, and other impacts associated with 
hunting, and therefore may be effectively excluded from properties where hunting is allowed. 
County-managed hunting will therefore cease on a property when the County opens that site to the 
general public for non-hunting recreation. 

• Habitat sensitivity. ACF sites represent the best of our natural heritage. Some sites may be too 
sensitive to have the unaccompanied public on them especially off trails and using vehicles. There 
may be species using the property during hunting seasons and which would be impacted by hunting 
disturbance even if they were not targeted, e.g. Sandhill Cranes, Wood Storks and other migratory 
waterfowl. The County preserves may represent a valuable roosting, breeding or foraging area for 
species of interest (including game species). The County believes in providing refugia for these 
species free from hunting pressure. A mosaic of these refuges intermixed with hunting lands 
improves the quality and quantity of game and therefore the experience. 

• Access to the site and within the site. Good vehicular access is particularly important for hunting 
and retrieving large game. Most hunters indicated they prefer to be no more than a ¼ or ½ mile 
from their vehicle if they have to drag large game out. Some hunters said they would pack animals 
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out or use a bike trailer. The ability to have road access to and within hunting areas will be a factor 
in determining where hunting can occur and what species are hunted. 

• Neighboring land uses. Some of the ACF sites are adjacent to suburban and residential land uses. 
There are neighbors who oppose hunting in such close proximity. Staff has heard concerns 
frequently expressed at management plan workshops about hunting and its potential impacts on 
the subject site and our neighbors. The County Commission may decide that the greater public 
interest is served by not allowing hunting on that property. This issue may not so much of a concern 
in the rural areas where the ACF property may be adjacent to private land already hunted. This issue 
may influence the extent of the hunting area on a particular site and necessitate interior no-hunt 
buffers to private land. 

• Security and monitoring needs. Partnerships with FWC or Licensees can help fulfill security and 
monitoring needs on County-owned sites, especially remote and isolated sites. 

• Is a stewardship partnership in place? Where a site is being managed by a partner at no cost to the 
County and where that partner does not allow hunting, e.g. State Parks-managed properties (San 
Felasco Additions, Paynes Prairie Additions, see Table 2) the County should not terminate that 
relationship to provide hunting opportunities. The County would have to take on the long-term cost 
of all of the management of the property, increasing the cost of the County’s stewardship. The 
County would be ill-served to replace a long-term stewardship partnership with a hunting 
agreement. The resource management provided by the partner agency (exotic control, restoration, 
prescribed burning) is not replaced by the hunter who is not capable of providing the same level of 
service. It is also unlikely, based on the market for hunting in this area, that charging for these 
opportunities would compensate for the loss in stewardship. 

• Any restrictions from acquisition funding or stewardship funding? Some properties have 
restrictions from the original agreement to restrict hunting. The donation of the Odum property, 
the sellers of the Bloom & Frank parcel and the cooperative management agreement on the 
Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve are examples which prohibit hunting on those sites. 

• Sustainable game populations? Staff and the community have expressed the concern that there is 
no good data on the quality and quality of game animals on ACF preserves. If hunting is to be allowed 
in a sustainable manner so as not to over hunt the property and degrade its conservation value, 
how would the County know it is at this level? The ACF program is not staffed nor funded to carry 
out wildlife surveys some have suggested are needed. Rather, the County relies on indirect 
measures of sustainability and the expertise of the FWC. Indirect measures include the quality of 
the browse or forage on the property; the worse off it is and the more pressure is being exerted by 
the game animal indicating there are too many animals present. Others are sighting reports from 
staff, neighbors, users and hunters, presence and density of deer ticks. The License Agreements 
allow a very low number of hunters and their pressure is low. The FWC is ultimately responsible for 
the quality of the hunting experience and the care of game populations in Florida. Their expertise 
allows them to establish seasons, quotas, bag limits, firearm restrictions and species-specific 
restrictions all of which are presumed to preserve the sustainability of wildlife populations. 
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Sites available for hunting shaded green and those closed to hunting are shaded red. 
The recommended hunting strategies are marked with an “X”. 

The additional modes that could be employed concurrently or instead of the recommended mode are marked with an “O”. 

Table 2. Hunting Matrix 
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I 
I 

Element 
Size 
(ac) 

Stewardship and 
Responsible Entity Public Access Comment 

Recommended Hunting Modes 

No 
Hunting 

Limited-Hunt 
License 

Agreements 

Multi-Year 
Hunting 
License 

Agreement 

FWC 
Small 
Game 

FWC 
General 

Public Hunt 

WMA 
Quota 
hunts 

Balu Forest 1,599 Primary 
ACF/Public 
Works To be opened 

Good interior access, on a public road. 
Portion may be a solid waste facility. O O X 

Barr Hammock Preserve -Ledwith 
Lake 2,396 Primary ACF To be opened Not on a public road 

X 

Barr Hammock Preserve-Levy 
Prairie 3,309 Primary ACF To be opened No interior roads, on a public road. X 

Cofrin Nature Park 23 Secondary 
City of 
Gainesville Yes No hunting in City of Gainesville X 

Lake Alto Preserve North 479 Primary ACF To be opened 
Good interior access, on a public road. 
Adjacent to Santa Fe Swamp WMA. X 

Lake Alto Preserve South 184 Primary ACF To be opened 
Poor interior access, on a public road. 
Private residential inholding. X 

Lake Forest Creek-Wainberg 25 Primary ACF By Appointment No interior roads, on a public road. X 

Little Orange Creek 702 Secondary ACT To be opened Good interior access, on a public road. 
X 

Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve 1,388 Secondary SJRWMD Yes 
No hunting in Coop agreement Good 
interior access, on a public road. X 

Longleaf Flatwoods Reserve-
River Styx 1,354 Secondary SJRWMD Yes 

Not on a public road, may be included in 
Lochloosa WMA 

X 

Mill Creek Preserve SW Tract 600 Primary ACF Yes Good interior access, on a public road. X 

Mill Creek Preserve-North Tract 570 Primary ACF By Appointment Good interior access, on a public road. X O 

Mill Creek Preserve-SE Tract 60 Primary ACF By Appointment No interior roads, on a public road. O X 
Newnan’s Lake Conservation 
Area- Little Hatchet Creek 1,876 Secondary SJRWMD Yes 

Hunted via Hatchet Creek WMA. May add 
additional area to WMA X 

Northeast Flatwoods Preserve 234 Primary ACF By Appointment 
Good interior access, on a public road, 
divided into 3 small sections. X 

Paynes Prairie Additions Edwards 276 Secondary State Parks Yes 
Managed by State Parks State Parks don’t 
allow hunting. Not on a public road. 

X 

Paynes Prairie Additions East 25 Secondary State Parks To be opened 
Managed by State Parks State Parks don’t 
allow hunting. X 

Phif  Fla ood P ve Table 2 continued 644 Primary ACF Yes 
Good interior access. Adjacent to Sites availa 
Gainesville-Hawthorne Trail and SR-20. X ble for hunt 

T 
ing shaded green
he recommende 

and those clos
d hunting strat 

ed to hun
egies are 

ting are shaded
marked with an 

red. 
“X”. 

Phifer Flatwoods Preserve 
Addition 325 Primary ACF 

T 
By Appointment 

he additional modes that could be employed co 
Good interior roads, on a public road. 

ncurrently o r instead of the rO ecommended mX ode are marked with an “O”. 

Prairie Creek- Crevasse Ranch 96 Secondary ACT To be opened Good interior access, on a public road. X 

Element Public Access Comment Recommended Hunting Modes 
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Size 
(ac) 

Stewardship and 
Responsible Entity 

No 
Hunting 

Limited-Hunt 
License 

Agreements 

Multi-Year 
Hunting 
License 

Agreement 

FWC 
Small 
Game 

FWC 
General 

Public Hunt 

WMA 
Quota 
hunts 

San Felasco Additions-Martin & 
White 65 Secondary State Parks Yes 

Managed by State Parks State Parks don’t 
allow hunting. Not on a public road. X 

San Felasco Additions-Rolling 
Meadows 208 Secondary State Parks Yes Managed by State Parks State Parks don’t 

allow hunting. Not on a public road. X 

Santa Fe River-Odum 47 Primary ACF No Not on a public road X 

Santa Fe River-Osceola Land & 
Timber 464 Secondary SRWMD To be opened 

Not on a public road. Managed by SRWMD. 
(County owns 25%) X 

Sweetwater Preserve 113 Primary ACF Yes Small urban site with high visitation X 

Turkey Creek Hammock Preserve 380 Primary ACF To be opened 
Currently being hunted under a License 
Agreement; will terminate when it opens X 

Watermelon Pond Preserve 
(Ferran) 34 Primary ACF By Appointment Not on a public road X 

Watermelon Pond Preserve 
(Gladman) 440 Primary ACF To be opened 

Poor interior access, on a public road. 
Would be managed as part of the 
Watermelon Pond WMA or WEA 

X 

Watermelon Pond Preserve-
Williams (King) 40 Primary ACF By Appointment Not on a public road X 

Watermelon Pond Preserve 
(Metzger) 634 Primary ACF To be opened 

Good interior access, on a public road. 
Subject to cattle grazing License Agreement 
with hunting rights. 

X 
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Some notes on Table 2. 

The County has acquired ten conservation easements on private property. These are not included 
in the table since the hunting rights remain with the landowner and are not available for the County to 
allocate. 

As mentioned earlier, it may be possible to offer a combination of opportunities on a site in 
addition to the recommended mode listed in the table. For example, the County has executed an 
Agreement with the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) to provide hunting opportunities to non-
traditional and under-represented demographics on Mill Creek North, both of which are recommended 
for a Multi-Year hunting License Agreement. The NWTF stage their events at discrete times of the year, 
for short periods (1-2 days or a week) leaving the rest of the season to the Licensee. 

No long-term hunting was recommended for sites that will be opened in the next year or two 
unless it will be managed by FWC since they have the experience managing these multiple users. Most 
hunters preferred a three to five-year agreement. However, if a site has a current agreement in place, 
(e.g. Barr Hammock and Turkey Creek Hammock), and the site will be opened in year or two, then that 
agreement will be honored until the site is opened. This is more efficient than using the procurement 
process and entering into a one-time agreement with an unknown group for a short period. Sites that may 
be opened in the 5+ year range could support hunting under an appropriate FWC-managed hunts or 
License Agreements managed by the County. 

Balu Forest is included in Table 2 even though it was not acquired through the Land Conservation 
programs. It is an appropriate location for hunting and has generated a great deal of interest in the 
discussions with the hunting public. It is large enough to accommodate several hunters at a time, and has 
good access both to the property and within the site. Except for the southeast corner, it is surrounded by 
large undeveloped property which is also hunted. In conversations with County staff, FWC has suggested 
that Balu Forest could be added to the Hatchet Creek Wildlife Management Area (WMA), and would be 
subject to the same rules currently in effect there. It is also possible to negotiate managing hunting on 
Balu Forest as a separate unit of the WMA with slightly different rules if the County goals required it. FWC 
and County staffs are concerned that users are clear on which rules apply. 

A number of other issues would also need to be resolved before Balu can be hunted. Because 
some portion of Balu Forest may be used in the future as a solid waste management facility, a formal 
agreement must specify that a portion of the property can be removed from the WMA when the facility 
is to be developed. A second issue to resolve is closing the gates after hunting is over. Currently, Hatchet 
Creek is managed by FWC as a Quota Hunt with hunting allowed on 11 long weekends only. The rest of 
these weeks and the remainder of the year, it is open for general public recreation. County staff may be 
responsible for closing the gates after the weekend hunts to ensure site security. Readers should refer to 
the Hatchet Creek WMA Brochure in Appendix 4. 

Under agreements with the FWC or in areas designated as WMA or similarly designated hunting 
areas managed by FWC, hunting can be allowed along with non-hunting uses. County staff is 
recommending a similar arrangement for these sites if we can negotiate the primary liability remain with 
the State and not with the County. FWC has advised County staff that the FWC’s standard policy is not to 
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indemnify the landowner or cooperator. Staff is recommending exploring the indemnification with FWC. 
Staff will return to the County Commission with the Agreements and disclose the state of the liability and 
allow the County to execute them or seek some other arrangement. 

The County may close open sites to the public where there is no hunting and offer a limited 
hunting opportunity as part of a limited and focused stewardship activity, e.g. feral hog removal. 
Procedures to adequately notify the public of such closures will be developed and implemented to avoid 
any accidents. 

In summary, staff is recommending recreational hunting opportunities be established: (1) where 
the County and FWC have mutually agreed that FWC can manage hunting and an appropriate Interagency 
Agreement to facilitate public hunts can be agreed upon, and; (2) continue to use License Agreements to 
continue to create opportunities on sites not managed by FWC and not yet open to the public, to offset 
our potential cost and leverage private caretaking capacities. 

Hunting License Agreement Development and Management 
Individual Hunting License Agreements will govern the County’s relationship with specific hunters 

on its preserves. The County’s adopted contract management and procurement procedures will guide the 
development of these Agreements. Each Agreement is developed by Environmental Protection 
Department staff, and reviewed by staffs in the Office of Management & Budget, Contracts, Risk 
Management, and the County Attorney’s Office. In general, the Hunting License Agreement addresses 
several issues that may include: 

• Term 
• Site security and frequency of inspections 
• Reporting 
• Insurance and indemnification 
• Interior road maintenance and mowing 
• Requirements for feed plots or stands 
• Suspension of hunting activities for certain County management activities 
• Phasing out of hunting areas to facilitate restoration 
• Revenues or rents for hunting rights 
• Renewal and termination 
• Compatible public access and recreation 
• Feral hog removal 
• Gate & fence maintenance 
• Species of game taken 
• Numbers of hunters & visitors 
• Vehicular use on the property 
• Number, size and location of food plots, feeders and stands 
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Revenue-Generation and Related Issues 
There are important issues worth further consideration when deciding whether to charge hunters 

for hunting opportunities or to close property to facilitate hunting for revenue-generation. 

FWC-managed Hunts. Generally, the public does not support revenue-generating hunting on 
public land. So charging special fees for hunting on FWC-managed lands may not be possible. The County 
still benefits from partnerships with FWC as discussed earlier, even if the County cannot charge for the 
opportunity. 

Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements. The most important benefit of the Multi-Year Hunting 
License Agreements is the value of the services the Licensee performs as part of the consideration for the 
hunting privilege. Staff has estimated that the in-kind value of these Agreements exceeds $10,000 per site 
annually. Clearly the County has an interest in leveraging this effort and minimizing the budget 
enhancements that would have been necessary to provide the same level of services as provided by these 
Licensees. Several issues do need to be considered. 

Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements would not be used on sites where FWC manages hunting 
for the County. The Licensee would not be well-served to share this opportunity with the general hunting 
public. Licensees are interested in the property since it offers an exclusive opportunity to hunt quality 
game. This mitigates the effort they are required to put into the property during the off-season. Losing 
quality game to the public hunters diminished their interest. Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements 
would also not be used on sites that were open to the public for non-hunting recreation. This would 
necessitate closing the site during the more desirable part of the year to non-hunting recreation. 

A concern raised among hunters about these Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements is that they 
are by nature exclusive to the Licensees. The County has clearly benefitted from maintaining long-term 
relationships with current Licensees who were previous hunters of the property. It is at the request of 
other hunters that County staff is considering rotating these opportunities. Staff envisions selecting future 
Licensees based on their responses to a formal Request-For-Qualifications. The County does risk entering 
into an Agreement with an unknown hunter who may not have the same integrity or standard of care as 
the current Licensees who have been tenants on the property, some for decades. The County is protected 
by the one-sided nature of these Agreements which allows the County to terminate the Agreements, 
unilaterally, with little notice. However significant damage can be done in a short time by unscrupulous 
caretakers and they can set back the County’s goals for restoration and recreation. 

Another concern we heard was that many hunters cannot invest the time or money needed to 
create a caretaking capacity. These would be excluded from competing for these Agreements as they 
would not be able to then meet the County’s scope of services. 

Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements may also have the potential to generate revenue for the 
County through the collection of rents. The amount of revenue generated on a site depends on the mode 
of hunting and a multitude of other factors such as game quality, access, exclusivity, neighboring land uses 
and obligations of the Licensee to the County. Rents for typical hunting tracts in this area run between $5 
and $15 per acre per year for long-term leases. On sites that were closed to the public, and the County 
was interested in generating revenues, the opportunity to enter into a Multi-Year Hunting License 
Agreement could be bid out and the amount of the rent could be determined in two ways. First as a fixed 
amount required from the successful bidder prior to entering into the Agreement.  Second, it could be the 
tie-breaker between bidders capable of providing the complete range of services. 
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Staff is not recommending charging for these Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements – or for any 
hunt opportunity – for a couple of reasons. The County may have a higher obligation to the Licensee if 
they are paying for the opportunity rather than it being a recognized exchange of equal benefits. Second, 
a drawback to accepting money is that it may make canceling the Agreement more difficult when the 
County needs to shut down hunting for a valid stewardship reason or because of a failure on the part of 
the Licensee. Finally, it may also exclude hunters who may be able to act as capable caretakers but cannot 
afford to bid high amounts in an auction. This last concern was oft-heard from the local hunting 
stakeholders we spoke to. 

The benefit to the County is obvious: a responsible private entity that takes care of many of the 
needs of the property, alleviating the need to pay for it from the County budget. Staff is comfortable that 
these benefits outweigh the negative consequences and is recommending the BoCC authorize their 
continued use in exchange for caretaking services. 

Limited-Hunt License Agreements. Another revenue-generating possibility is closing sites 
otherwise open to the general public and awarding a Limited-Hunt License Agreement to a successful 
bidder. These hunts could be scheduled for desirable times of the year and last for a relatively short period 
– a long weekend to a few weeks. These could be prized opportunities and could generate hundreds of 
dollars for the right property. There would be no required management services and the County would 
remain responsible for the full suite of stewardship services. 

Staff heard several concerns with respect to this idea. A main concern, similar to that above, was 
it would disenfranchise local hunters in favor of wealthy non-resident hunters. Local hunters, like other 
taxpaying users have already contributed to the purchase and management of the property. They have 
pointed out that the County does not charge other users to access the sites so they should not have to 
pay additional access fees. Recently the Suwannee River Water Management District floated a proposal 
asking for bidders for hunting opportunities on property adjacent to their Mud Swamp Conservation Area. 
It was rescinded by their Governing Board after it was met with large, vocal and organized opposition 
from hunters and non-hunters alike. 

Another important concern we heard regarding closing otherwise open public land for these 
hunts was that it excludes a multitude of non-hunting users and allows only a very few private individuals 
for hunting, even if for a limited time. It should be noted: this is a concern for lands on which the County 
would manage the hunts, not FWC-managed hunts. FWC maintains that hunting and non-hunting uses 
are compatible and that is the way they manage most of the WMAs in the State. Notably, both hunters 
who want access to public lands at no additional cost, and non-hunting user groups we spoke to expressed 
concerns about being excluded for the sake of a privileged few who could afford to bid up the opportunity. 
Similarly, both groups did not support the concept of hunting and non-hunting users on the same property 
at the same time. For the hunters, their concern was their liability if they harmed another user. Hunters 
tend to understand and can predict the behavior of hunters in shared areas. Non-hunting recreational 
behavior can be random and unpredictable for a hunter. Similarly, hunters were concerned about non-
hunters’ presence changing the game animals’ behaviors and patterns making them more difficult to track 
and take. Non-hunters perceived a greater possibility of harm if hunters were present and therefore they 
would avoid the area. 

A concern for staff is the additional burden involved to provide hunting opportunities through a 
multitude of Limited-Hunt License Agreements on ACF preserves. Providing more passive recreational 
opportunities such as hiking and nature appreciation does not require special License Agreements; passive 
users walk in and enjoy preserves without any additional administrative process. Managing Limited-Hunt 
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License Agreements will require developing new processes and drafting and negotiating each Agreement. 
This will add to the workloads of the Environmental Protection Department, the County Attorney’s Office, 
the Office of Management and Budget, Risk Management and the Purchasing Divisions. It is unlikely that 
any fees collected for these services will offset the increased costs associated with the development, 
administration and enforcement of these opportunities. County staff would have to ensure hunters are 
complying with the rules of the Agreements since the FWC law enforcement would not enforce these local 
Agreements. Staff able to handle the workload negotiating and monitoring the few Multi-Year Hunting 
License Agreements and interagency agreements required arising from the recommendations in Table 2. 

Staff is therefore not recommending using very many of these Limited-Hunt License Agreements 
since it would require closing an open site, benefit a few at the expense of many non-hunting users, incur 
additional workload, and the need is not present given the other hunting opportunities being offered. 
There would have to be a demonstrated public benefit such as a significant offset of expenses as with the 
Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements or the provision of unique opportunity such as that with the 
NWTF at Mill Creek Preserve discussed earlier. 

Staff is also not recommending charging for these Limited-Hunt License Agreements for the same 
reasons as stated in the Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements section above: (higher obligation, makes 
canceling more difficult, discriminatory). 

If it is determined by the Board that charging hunters is in the public interest, and the costs and 
burdens are worthwhile, then staff recommends any revenues generated by these Licenses should be 
used for stewardship of the Alachua County Forever-managed preserves. This is appropriate since these 
rights are attached to these properties and were a part of the bundle of rights when the property was 
purchased. Environmental Protection Department staff would also bear most of the burden. Staff is 
recommending a departure from previous business plans and allow these proceeds to be used to offset 
the operating costs incurred managing these opportunities, and not just capital costs. 

It is also appropriate to spend the proceeds on a different preserve if the hunted site does not 
need the revenues to achieve the management goals for that site. The disposition of the funds will depend 
on the legal constraints and funding covenants that govern the preserve. For example, according to the 
recorded Grant Covenants, revenues from properties that were acquired with Florida Communities Trust 
grants must be used on management activities that occur on the same property. 

A final consideration is the amount received needs to meet the Internal Revenue Service tests for 
tax-exempt municipal bonds. Over certain thresholds, the amount of revenue can trigger a taxable-event 
for bond-holders. EPD and Finance & Accounting staffs are monitoring the Agreements and applying the 
IRS criteria to ensure this does not happen. 

Year-to-year, the number of hunts and the revenues realized will be unknown. Staff is 
recommending these revenues should be deposited in the appropriate revenue account identified by the 
preserve-specific accounting nomenclature sequence in use by the County for Alachua County Forever-
managed preserves. For example, fund 326-5563.343.90-20 would receive the proceeds from hunting on 
the Watermelon Pond Preserve. These would be unanticipated revenues until they are recognized in the 
budget. 
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The Business Plan - A Static Document for Specific Management of Dynamic 
Ecosystems 

This is the initial Business Plan. The policy directives it contains reflect the mission of the Alachua 
County Forever Program, and the current fiscal, economic, social and political environment of the County. 
Staff recognizes that changes in any of these may require this Plan to be amended by the County 
Commission. The Plan may also be amended as additional site information is gathered, sites are acquired 
or resource management and site stewardship needs change. Hunting may need to be increased if the 
game populations grow to cause damage to the Preserve, or may be curtailed if the population falls to 
low levels. 

In the development of this plan, County staff met with County Advisory Boards, hunting interests, 
conservation interests, outdoor enthusiasts, individual hunters and non-hunters, FWC staff (especially 
Matthew Chopp with FWC’s Division of Hunting & Game Management), UF/IFAS Wildlife Extension 
Specialist Dr. Bill Giuliano, Water Management District and Florida State Parks staffs. All provided valuable 
insight and advice. Their assistance and input is much appreciated. 
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Glossary of Selected Terms used in this Plan6 

Alachua County 
Forever preserves 

Are those lands that were acquired, and are managed, to fulfill the purposes of the 
Alachua County Forever referendum of 2000 and the Wild Spaces and Public Places 
referendum of 2008 

Auction A well-defined, limited hunting opportunity is offered to the public at large and 
awarded based on the highest bidder. 

Furbearers Raccoon, opossum, skunk, nutria, beaver, coyote, fox, bobcat, otter, mink, weasel, 
and round-tailed muskrat (FWC) 

Game Game mammals and game birds (FWC) 

Game birds Wild turkey, quail, rails, snipe, woodcock, ducks, geese, brant, dove, coot, common 
moorhen, and non-native species generally considered game such as pheasant, 
chukar partridge, and coturnix quail (FWC) 

Game mammals Deer, gray squirrel, rabbits, and non-native species generally considered game 
such as elk, antelope and buffalo (FWC) 

License Agreement A formally-executed contract between the County and the Licensee, in which the 
County authorizes the Licensee’s use or access to property for a specific purpose. 
Licensee does not have a possessory interest, cannot assign or share their use 
rights, and is usually terminable with short or no notice. 

The County may enter into Multi-Year Hunting License Agreements or more 
restrictive Limited-Hunt License Agreements depending on the goals for the 
Preserve. 

Lottery A mechanism to ensure each person gets an equal and random chance to be 
awarded the hunting right. Some lotteries allow a hunter to purchase multiple 
entries increasing their chances of winning. 

Quota A mechanism to limit the participation of hunters on site 
Special Opportunity 
Hunts 

These hunts make available large areas with lots of game and low hunter quotas and 
provide excellent opportunities to bag trophy deer, wild hogs, quail, wild turkeys or 
doves (FWC) 

Small Game Game species other than deer, wild hog or wild turkey. 
Wildlife 
Management Area 
(WMA) 

Wildlife management area – An area of private or public ownership established for 
the management of wildlife or freshwater fish on which hunting, fishing or other 
outdoor recreation may be permitted only at such times and under such regulations 
as are specifically provided for each individual area. 

Such an area upon which the users are subject to the management area stamp 
requirements of Section 379.354, F.S., excluding lands owned by the United States 
of America, Department of Defense. 
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Useful Links 
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission: http://myfwc.com/
• FWC Wildlife Management Areas: http://myfwc.com/hunting/wma-brochures/#nc
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Appendices 

Appendix 1. State-issued Hunting Licenses and Permits 
Except as noted under FWC’s License and Permit Exemptions, the following licenses and permits are required: 

Hunting license: Required when taking or attempting to take game or furbearing animals (by methods other 
than trapping). 

Deer permit: Required, in addition to a hunting license, when taking or attempting to take deer. 

Turkey permit: Required, in addition to a hunting license, when taking or attempting to take turkeys. 

Migratory bird permit: Required, in addition to a hunting license, when taking or attempting to take ducks, 
geese, brants, coots, common moorhens, gallinules, rails, snipes, woodcocks, mourning doves and white-
winged doves. Permit is valid from Sept. 1 through March 31. A migratory bird permit is not required to take 
crows. 

Florida waterfowl permit and Federal duck stamp: Required, in addition to a hunting license and migratory 
bird permit, when taking or attempting to take ducks and geese. 

Archery permit: Required, in addition to a hunting license, when hunting during archery season. 

Crossbow permit: Required, in addition to a hunting license, when hunting with a crossbow or bow during 
crossbow season. 

Muzzleloading gun permit: Required, in addition to a hunting license, when hunting with a muzzleloading gun, 
crossbow or bow during muzzleloading season. 

Management area permit: Required, in addition to a hunting license, when taking or attempting to take 
wildlife on wildlife management areas, wildlife and environmental areas and some public small-game hunting 
areas. There are some exceptions listed by FWC. A management area permit is also an annual pass on wildlife 
management areas where a day use fee is required. 

Limited entry/quota permit: Required to hunt, or access for recreational purposes, some management areas 
during specified periods. 

Trapping license: Required when taking or attempting to take furbearing animals using live traps or 
snares. Wild hogs on private property are not considered game animals, therefore, no license or 
permit is required to hunt or trap them – just the landowner’s permission. 
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2012-2013 Florida Hunting Season Dates and Bag Limits 
Seasons, dates and bog limits do not apply to wildlife management areas. 

Spscuu Zo nr2/ Seoso n dates Bog hm1ts 
-.1..tlt'iAndP 

fllltl£D: ~U:iri!D !Al ~l~~ ~a~n (C) !dl!ii!£1251 !ili!lBG!ilD ~iiri!l!(Ml Genera1 Gun Seuon m) Ourini:: A rchery Season and 

Julv 28 - Al.lg. 26 Jutv 28 - Aug. 26 Sept. 1·14 Sc-p1. IS- Oct . 14and No111. 17- Ja n. 6 
fin.t pha!te of Cros:dx,w 

Ant le red o r a nllerles:5 di,:r Ant le red o r • nllerles:5 cl~• Ant le reel deer only Ant lered deer enl ire ~a5.on; 
Season, da lly ba,i: I lmit is: 

2one A by bow only by cro" bow or bow ot1ly by muz:r: le-1oader, uossbow or antlorhn,s door ma~ bet takcm Nov. 17-23 2.antl~rttl dee r 

Ang. V-3l 00" by all leea I centerf it-e rifle:s. a ncl pi5,tol:5,, 2! 

Ant le red deer onty shotguns, muu leloaders, cro$$bows .and l ant le red dc~r a nd 

bv croubow or bow bow>(2) 
l a nt ler less de e r 

Deer (1) Oct, 13- Nov. 11 Oct, 13- Nov. 11 Nooi,. 17-30 D«. l-feb. 17 
!!! 

2 • ntler les;s deer. 
Ant le red or a ntlcrlcss deer Ant le: red or a ntlcrlcs-s deer Ant k? reel deer only Ant lered deer ent ire season: 

Zone B b\i· l:J,o,wonly bv c ro t--s:bow or bow only by munl"'oade1, crossbow or ttn tkl rl iess ,!flier mwt be l'31t~n Dec. 26-1~ . 1 Ouring Anl ler le:u, Deer 
No'-i'. 124 16 bow by all leg.a I centerf lre r ifles and plst ol:s;, Season (Nov. 174 23 in zones 
Ant le red dee:1 only shoteuns, muzzleloadi:rs, croubows and A andC; 0cc. 26 -
by' c rossbow or bow DOW$ Jan. 1 In zones Ba nd Oj, 

Must h.ave $5 Sept. IS - Oct. 14 Sept. IS - Oc:t. 14 Oct . 20 - N.,.. 2 Nov. 3 - Jan. 20 da1lyba1l imil is: 

Deer Permit Ant le red or • ntlerless deer Ant le red or • ntler less deer Ant le red deer only Antlered deer ent ire 5.ea$0n; 2 antlered deer 

aswe ll .i,s ZoneC by bow only b'i c ross;bow or bow orily bv m uzz leloader, «o"bow o r antJ.et1ess d eer ma)I be t aken Nov. 17~23 !H 

hunling 
Oct .154 19 bow by .ill leg• I centerf ire rifles • nd plst ol,s, 1 .inlliered deer -ind 
Ant le red deer ontv ~hote un:s., m uzzlelooder:s., cros-sbow$ and 1 a ntler less deer. 

IIC'en-se10 by c rossbow or bow DOW$ -
hunt deer. Oct. 20 - Nov. 21 Oct . 20 - Nov. 21 lklc. 1~)' and Feb. l !l,,24 Nov. 22~2S and 0cc. 8: -Fc-b. 11 Dunne all ot her seasons 

Ant le red or a ntlerless d~ r Ant le red or a ntlerleS!o du r Ant le red d~ r only Ant lered dttr ent ire. soeason; ( inc:ludins s.econd ph.;u.e of 

by bow only by c ro" bo\l' or bow only by m uzz le-loader, «ossbow o r antkirleu deer may be taken Dae. 26-Ja, . 1 Crossbow Season ), 

No'-1'. 26--30 bow by all leea I centerf ire nflc:s. and p1s.tols, da ilvba,e: l imit i~ 

zone D Ant le red deer onty -shotguns.. m un.leloade1s.. c: ro~bow'S: .and 2 antlered deer, 

bv c rossbow or bow DOW$ and ant lerless deer 
m.iv be t ilken by 

alit lerle" deer permit only, 

P~ession l1m1t : 4 deer 

Fall Turkey Season 

Julv 28-Aug. 26 Jutv 28-Aug. 3 1 Sept. 1·14 Oct. 8•14 and NOY.17-Jan. 6 
2oneA bvbowonly bvcro !t:Sbov1 or bow only by m uzz l~ oader. cross.bow o r 

by all legal ritles, shot iluns, muuleloaders, 
bowonlv 

c-ro"bows, bom and pist ol.s 
D.al lyb.ig llmlt : l 

Fa ll turkey 
(gobl>lerund Oct , 13- Nov. 11 Oct. 13 -Nov. 16 No ..... 1, .30 Dec. I - Jan. 27 

bcardc-d ontv) Zone B by bow only bv c rossbo\l, or bow onlv bv muuleloader, «o"bow or bv all lel!al ritle.s, shotl!UM, muuleloader.s, 

IT) bowonlv c ro'SSbows. boW> .air.cl pis.tol ,s; 

Sept. IS - Oct. 14 Sept. IS - Oct. 19 Oct.20 - NO'II'. 2 Nov. 3 - Dec. 30 Seas.on and possession limit : 

2oneC by bow only by c ros!.bow or bow only by m uu lcloader. cro~bow or by all legal rifles. shotguns. munleloader.s.. 2 for all f .11111 s.easons 
bow o nlv c ross.bows, bows and pist ols combined -

Oct. 20 - Nov. 21 Oct. 20 - Nov. 21 Dec. 1-7 Nov. 22-25 and Dec. 8 -Jen.13 
Zone D (3) by bow only and Nov. 26-30 by m uu l~ oade,, «ossbow or by all le11al ,me-.:. fflot1ul'\-s, m uzz leloader-s, 

bv c rossbow or bow onlv bow o nlv c ros,sbows, boW$ alld pist ols 

Julw 28 - Aug. 26 Julv 28 - Au .t:.. 31 s..,,. 1.14 Nov. 10 - March 3 

Appendix 2. 2012-2013 Florida Hunting Season Dates 
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Zone A by bow only by c ro~bow or bow ooly by muu: l~oade, , C'lossbow or by all lei;:a I ,ille<;;, fflotiu M, munleloader$, 

bowonlv crossbows, boW$ aOO c istols 

Oct . 13-Nov.9 Oct .13-Nov.9 Nov. 10 - M~n:h 3 
Zone B by"bowonly t>v cro-55bow or bow only bV all legal rifles, s:hot guM, muzz leloaders, o,ulv b.3g, lrn rt: 12 

Qua;l (O) crou bo'm, bowl aOO c istoll 

s.pt. lS-OCl.14 Sept. lS-Oct..19 Oct . 20- Nov. 2 Nov. 10- Maret, 3 
Posse~ ion limit: 24 

Zone C bvbowonly bv c ro:ssbov, or bow oolv by muzz leloader. crossbow or by all le!al rille.s, fflot!U M, muuleloeder.$, 
bow o nl -, - crotsbows, boW$ and pistoli 

Oct, 20 - Nov. 9 Oct, 20 - No.r.9 Nov. 10 - March 3 

Zone D by bow only by c ro '$!;bov, or bow only by all le111a I ,me-s;, shot&:u M, muu litloader~. 
c rossbows, bows and pistols 

Juli,i 1:8- Au I• 1:6 Julv '28-Au1, 31 Sep~ 1-14 Oct.13 - M arch 3 
Zone A t>vbowonlv by" c rossbow or bow onty by muzz lel oader, crossbow or by .-. 11 leg.-. 1 rttles, shot guM, muzz lelo.-.ders, 

bowonlv croubows. bows aOO pist ol s - Oct. 13- M arch 3 
Zone B by all lei;:al ritlc:s, shoti;:uM, muzz leloadcr.s, Oai lv oo, lim it : 12 

Gray squ i~I crotsbows:, bom aOO c lstoli 
ID) Sept. IS-Oct. 12 Sept. IS-Oct. 12 Oct. 13- March 3 

Zone C by"bowonlv by" c rossbow or bow only by .ill leg•I ri lles, shot gun:s., muzz lelo.iders, Posse5Sion limit : 24 

c rossbows, bow.sand pist ols 

Oct. 13- March 3 

Zone D by all le!al ritle.s, fflot !U M, muuleloader.s, 
c ros;;bows, bows iilnd p lstols 

~mllb ~~iCI IIHW lll.lDl(Sl :i~Eitll lll c~s:::i ~i!ii!D (T] 

Zo ne A 
r-eb. 23-24 March2 - Ai:wil 7 
bv all let al rifles, :5,hot ,e:u ns. by all letal rifle :5,,, :5,hof,e:u n:5,, 

Daily bag limit : 1 
muzz!eloaders. crossbows, muzzle!oaders. 
bows and l)ilto ls crossbows, bow$ and pistol:5, -

Spring turk-ev Zones B-, Mareh 9:-10 Mareh 16 -April 21 

(io bblers and C,D bv all lei:al rifles,. :shoti:u n-s. bv i,11 le1al rifles. .shoti:u n:s, Seas.on and possession limit : 

bearded onli,) except m,uz.zlelo.adeNi, crossbows, miuuteloaders, 2 for '5:p,in, s.eason 

1•1 Holmes bows and i:ils;to ls crossbows, bows and ~istols 
County 

March 9-10 March 16·31 
Ho lmes bv 4111 lei.ii r ifle$. shot1u n'5,, t>v ~Ill lei.ii rifle$. shot1u ns, D.i ily b.:11 .ind se.ison limit : 1 

County miu:z.z!cloadcrs. crossbows, mu:zzlc!oadcrs. 
bow:5, and pi:5,tol:5, itr0$5.bow:5,, bow$ and pistols 

Rabbit Statewide 'l'ear~round by :a ll legal rtfi H, shot guns, muzzleloadefl:, cro s.sbows, boW$ and plstol; !0) Oolly t»g lkli lt : 12 
Po» ~ ion limit : 2.4 

Wild hos Statewide Vear. round by all l!!g.ill l rifles, sho1guns. muzzli!' loaders, crossbows, bow-s: and pk:101-s: . Hunt ing llcem:e not required on privat e property. Wild No llmils 

hoes also ma-, be t rapped but cannot be t ran.sported al ive wit hout cermit from the: Florida Dept. ot Aericulturc: at BSD-410-0900. (0) 

Bobcat [D)(F) Oec. 1-Miiirch t Those with ,ill huntin1 license ma-, poness no more than l bobc.illl .i nd lotter pe lt bl!'t wl!'t!n Apri l 1 ,i11nd Nov. 30, Bobcat : No limits 
St.:.itewlde bv .all 1e-,ol r ifle~ $h0t,gu n'5:. 2013, unles~ pe lt has FWC tag. Atso, otter and bobcat pelts m-ily not be tat.en o ut o f Flo1 id:a unle-ss 1aned. 

Otter (F) muuleloaders. crossbows, 
bows and pl-s;to ls 

Sobc,11 ts may be cMsed with doe,:5, vear-round, Oller: NollmiU 

Raccoon, Vear. round Hunting raccoons o r opossums at ni1ht is .allowed, but o nly .22 -cal ber rimfire fire.arms (other tha n .22-m.a,14 

opossum, t,v .;,11 le,g,11 nfle :s,. !.hotgu n'5:. num~) or :s;1ng.lMhot .4J 0•gJ uge !.hotgun:s. tu:s.1ng ~ot not l,1rger th.i n $1Ze 6) mav be IY.ied. Firea rm~ m.iv not be 
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coyote, Statewide m~u!eloaders, crossbows, loaded u nlll lmmediace ~ prlOrto shootl"ll ra«ooM or opo,,u m, . H untlng r.iccoon, or o pos,ums by diSplav"'I I 
beaver, bows and pi$tOIS !O)(F) or 1.r.ilnr, liehts from movine vehicles. vessels or animals is prohibited. It is ille,c:al to tramport wl ld•trapped live No limits o n any species 
s.ku n k, nutria rac:coons.wilhin, into Of horn the '§;late. ace-pt by FWC permit Of aul horiZ<nion. 

Deer- dog :Zone A Au1. U -30 Those with a huntin&: lice?n:SI? ma•ttrain or touehen fr1?c-runnine d 1?cr dO(s.on prhrate: property durine dayl ieht hour s.. aftcrfi"st rl?e: ist cr ine [at 
tr.i ining Zone e., D Oct, 27- NOY. lS no CO!;j;t ) lhe U.CI of land with the FWC. While training, .ii deer dogs must h,iive th ei r FWC-ii;sued registral ion numbe r, .ill long wilh the o wner's 

name and addres.s on their col lars. Copies of the re-,elstration must be in the hunter·s posse-ssion w hentra m1ne deer dots. 
Zonec S<!pt.29-0ct.18 

(A) Must har.re $S Archerv Seawn Permit as well iiilS huntin,1 l icense. It i'5 prohibited to use bows equipped with sl,1h tsor .iimin,1 devices with electronic co mput.illtionill cilpilbilities or l i,1ht (lilser) 

p, ojec-tion during A1chery Season. 

(C) Must have $5 Cro-s:sbow Season Permit as well a-s: hunt ing l lcense. 

( M) M ust have $ 5 Mu:zlelo.ad ln11 Gun Se.ason Permit as well as hunt Ing lk:ense. The onty muzzle- loaders that Ci n be U$ed d urlng M u21leloadklg Gun Se-ison .aire those that t.aike black powder o r a non­

nitro-c.e II ulose- substitute- and are fired bvwhe-el lock, flint lock, percuss ion c:ap or centerflre primer (lncludlnj 209 pr imers). Muzzlelo.iders usln&: smokeless powde r, those that c.in l>e loade.d from 

the breech or those wit h ~elf-contained canrldge amm unlUon capa bilitie-s ~re not legal durinl! Muu:leloading Gun "Sea-wn. 

(D) Free-1unnrn1 dogs may be used for hunting but must wear collars listing t he owner's name and add ress.. When uSlng dogs to hunt deer on prlv.aite property, hunters must f i rst regls.ter wlh the FWC 

(ill no COS1 ] the tract of la nd thev have perml~ lonto hunt, ilnd all deer dogs. must have the-Ir FWC~lssued re&:lstratlon number on thelr coll. r'S.. Coples of the re- &:IS.tr.atlon .ilso mu'5t be In hunter's 

pO!is.e:.s;lon whe n u:.I n1, dogs to pursue dee r. 

(T) Must have Turkev Pe rmlt ($10 for residents., $125 for nonresldenu) .ais wel as. h untl ne I leens.e to hunt turkeys. 

( ) FurtJ.e,1rer~ mav betaken with I~ tr.ip-s ;1nd $flares, but must hilve $26 Trapping, License. uve t rap~and ~n,1 r~ must be ctiecked .it least every 24 hours. Using or po$~S.!;1ng steel or le_g-hold tr.ip-s 

where wlldl ife m ~ht be f ound Is prohibited, unless a 1.11:horlzed by permit from t he FY/C exeoit lve director. Trapplni::: Ucense also Is. requl red to sel I hide and meat of hirbea rin~ ma m ma Is ye-ar­

round, bu\ oner .al'KI bobc.it pela mav be $Old to l icensed f\Jr dealers o, agents. from Dec. I through March 3-1 only, 11 ls. l lleg_al to transpon wH:!-tra pped live raccoons wit hin, Into or fro m the $"C.aite, 

e-Jece-pt DV FWC permit or authorlz•t lon. 

(1) An1lered deer- Dee, havll'lg at least one- ant !er 5 or mo re inche:s In length v isible- above the halrlrle. 

Anllerles.s d@er - Oct:r (excepl sp,ot:ted fawns) that do not ha" ,e Mt lil!!rs or ha"e antlil!!rs 11!:s.s l han 5 inchits in length. 
It Is lllegal tot.ike s.potted f.iwns. 

("l) No .ijlntlerle$5 deer mij!V be l.;il:en on that portion of the i=astern Everf l.;icles $QI.JI h of l.ijimia mi Tr ai l (U.S. 41 I .ijin(! east of E~rela,t:les National Park; or in Col lier Coontv sou~h ol 1-75 d urine Antlerle5-$ 

Oe,er Season. 

(3) In HolmesCounly. there 1-s: no fal l har'Je~t or turkeys allowed. 

(4) Whe n h u nl ing -sprl na l u r keys o n wl ldli fe ma na,1emen t are.ill'5, onlv shotBun-s and m uzzleloilding shol,1un-s usir11 -shot no lilr,g!!r In d iameter lhiln No. 2 mav be used. Bo\VS and c ro-ssbows, where 

allowed, also may be used. All rifles, pist ols. budcshot and slu,1s U!' proh lbr:ed. Thi s. ru le does not a pp~ to huntln,1 sprln,1 turkeys.: on private lands.. 

(5-) Only vout hf; under 16 years old are allowed to har...e~t a tu rkey whi le supenlis.ed by an adult, 18 yens or older. However, adult supervisors with ,1 hunting l ice nse and tu rkev permit are allowed to 

"n l I in" the turkev and oth.erwi-se part icipat e in I he h uni, but I hev are not permitted to harvest o ne. Any turkev h-ilrveited during I he Youth -Spring Tur key Hunt counts to ward t he voul h huntei-s 

sp,rl n,1 se-ason lmlt of 2. 

Alachua County Forever Hunting Business Plan Page 32 



0 Northw,n:l R•1:p,on 

D Nc-rlh C•nlr-.J R.vion 
Cl No-r~h•ut.R.sion 
0 SoulhwutR,g,.ori 

D Sout.hlw$ion 

NORn~aT R!Gl'ON 

1 Ail•.ct.. 
t AJ,llatb(l)1a 
J Ap,il~l, 9,..,_11 lJn,t 
4 ~-~~RJ.9~rWiA 
~ Aue.118 
d l•••~Ch,k 
"I' Bl,dtw,11,Qr 
8 lla::i1•11LOr- •C«T-Vn1L 
P a1irtw-.er • HU1ton.1hllt 
10 iolt,R 
11 ct.li,old.1"'r 
12 (lhoct~ ..... Ri,,..,. 
U lo:iMll•Or"k 
U lfunMD 
1G tr.milHA.a•~r 
U flu,iRotlc 
11 Jo-Iii~ 
U J'wi:ipt1(.:1ffl 
1~ L Km-£•-.rwwu 
10 L.-~u•O--.. k 
U O:hlod«.c,ltu•r 
n hfflidol!:lur 
23 Pir,,l,Dii 
24 hon.tW•h-r,1\(1.,, 
2$ !).Mffl,t:WR 
~6 a v,,...nWWR 
t? T .. QU,in 
2$ Ti&o'1Hcll 
U T..-1/f.oell,'Wo.urt.cn....tU~t 
3(1 T"'UJWfJ 
fl WUuJI � 
3~ ltll0111Rntr 

0 2S 50 

~~-

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
2012-2013 Public Hunting Areas 

OOUTil'N!:87 Rl:OlON 

"' 
.,..,.,. ,,. M:lnPirtMk 

"' 8,1:,c«l R..rk~•, ..,. 
tu D~W.bb ,.. O~W.bb P\r.l•Oonl&WTT 
lJt 811b:ow'~bb,V.-,Pm,1.ki,1 

'" et-llM•lM• 

"' °"'" 1" o-a.ui,, 
th a--~·""'"lhllt 
t$S ~Klll!I._._ 

"' l f:iloo:beti ,., l hlcchN OqnyUr.r..t 

"' 1<10<0 

"' Ki,u .. -R .. "°PUA ... L-,U.,l(lnCht,~ 
Ht LIAWlll••Ri4-WiA-~U.,l,t 

"' M:r.U•\l-f«"ttt 

"' U-11.--HJIIK>o',1.......,b 

'" \11'.U. ,,~,'li-.ir 

100 

........ 
If.: ·-•~U,!uuch 

,HJ!~""°'" 
l'.4 r~™' ~--it 

~= Al~;!'h 
!'i!J-ffll!ftal 

• r61ttlr\1• 
IP 0-..&&Rt.•• 
9Q tw.fMoon 
91 H-rl:, .... tl':a.it8uU~k 
n Ju .. -c'""9k 
OS l".u•n.-a11u1eflM:nM• 
94 L*•~l'lt 
~ L••<kor«-Dr.ckriMryf•,..,tJn.,1 
N L41, I~ 
VI t. .. P_tn., 
9S L•• ~Nwtt 

4!:'.:E! :~~~ 
&,\rmll lol•1tlN'NR I~•~ 
,·..,)t1 ... ..-... ?:- ..... ~ 

o:ltl� •,t.,•klnrUon,sL.,_'1ri1:lJ11,1 
l"" -~-.! _._lt 
10'1 ,-.1_. 
lot fbell)c.ii• 
JQI RaJ-M• 1•1'4\Jnu 
I~ Rork:.',i:n1¥fR\UI 

1:t ;,..,,.rra,.,.. 
Ut illtL&, 
IU ~in1r(ll•Rlr-1t 
114 $o1r11t»1,~ren Ldlfhw,l..wt 
11~ S.inlllfl.l,R.ardi 
t!f TM. Oo.4'tol11 
U'f Tht..L•b• 
U8 Tl!NeL!lteJ , f'ral'•Lllhfllnlt 
U9 r, • ..,.ri4' 
ttO T,.,er84' Ri••Ridc~ 
Lt1 T-IM&d>H 
t.tt Tn11l,NA.cntb 
1-U T~••IAlfS.IIIIJI 
l.t, Ui~rSt,ki,.~,Ri~..-11...,1,. 

SOtTTHREOICH 

"' A..llM ~ ffWR , .. M.a-llt-.Ft..-

'" 8~C,11i.-•• , .. Q:!EWW'iA ,.. 0.1V1..-ldtr14R-=h. ... O.,..,,wt:A 
1$1 £1'ff'tl~,•ulF,.m(l1$Tob-
l$t fuhtihnrOm-JI 

" ... .,,.... , .. JW Ctil'lltu 

'" J&r-tO!o.qeyl-.d.'fl7A 

"' ctjj11-ht,i~\Ch ,., '1c.-,m1t1r..t 

"' RalltnbtflH ,.. a.u01•mOl••l"iA ,.. ..,._tdtho,Wif<i ,., iTAlWto& 

"' llfA~ 

"' $7A ) aml4 , .. .... 
150 200 250 

IO I 
108 
134 

10 
14 

85 

N 

13~ · 
136 
ld2 

137 
1,10 

12 

W+E 
s 

300 
~ Milas 

.:, ~~ 

Appendix 3. Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission Wildlife Management Areas Map.5 

Alachua County Forever Hunting Business Plan Page 33 



Cl. 
ro 

~ 
:iE 

Cl') ro ..-l Q) 

Ii.. ro .;;: 0 
Q) N ca ... 

"O 0 <( 
~ Cl') ..... a.. C: ~~ Q) 

E ro ::, 
E...., 

Q) 

§~ a., 'OJ) 
ro 

> C: rJ) 0 
IJ'i N ro 
C: 

0 ~ 0 ...r 
Q) 

:.:; .2:-..!!! Ii.. :: ::, 
::, ..... 

"O '0.0 

C, Q) 

~ C: 

This brochure is designed lo provide lhe public wilh infom1ation and a 
:mmmary of regulat ions pertaining to huntmg and other rccrcc.1Lional use 
on the Grove !'ark Wildlife Management Area. Regulations that are 
ncn· or differ substantia lly from last year arc show n in hold print. 
Arca users should fmni liari7.c themselves with all regulat ions. ror exact 
wording of the wildlife laws and regulations, sec the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commi ssion ' s wi ldlife code, on file wi th lhe 
Secretaiy of Stale and state libranes. This brochure and the Recreation 
Use Pernut worksh~-e t should provide lhe infonna tion necessary for you 
to plan yom hWlting activi ties. These publications are available from any 
Commission office, county tax collector and at MvFWC.com. 

Persons using wildlife management areas arc required to have 
appropriate licenses, permits and stamps. The following persons are 
exempt from all license and permit requirements (except for quota 
pennits ,i.1hen listed as "no exemptions'\ recreational use pennits, 
antlerless deer pennits and the Migratory Bird Hw1ting and Conservation 
Stamp lfederal duck s1ampj): Florida residents who are 65 years of age 
ur older; rc::;1dcnts \Vhu possess a Florida Resident Disabled Pcroon 
Hunting and f ishing Cc11i fi catc~ residents in the U.S. Anncd forces, not 
stationed in Florida, while home on leave for 30 days or less, upon 
submission of orders; and children under 16 years of age. Children under 
16 years of age are exempt fmm the federal duck stamp. Anyone horn on 
or after June I, I 97 5 and 16 years of age or older must have passed a 
Commission-approved hwller-safely course prior lo being issued a 
hunting license, except ~,c Hunter Safety Mcm01ing exemption allows 
anyone to purchase a hunt in g license and hunt under the supervision of a 
licensed lnmter, 21 years of age or older, for one year. 

Licenses and pennits may he purchased from coLmty tax collectors, 
license agents, at MyFWC.com/liccnsc or hy telephone at 888-486-8356. 
A no--0ost Migratory Bird Permit is a variable when purchasing a hunt ing 
license. Any waterfow I hWJtcr 16 years of age or older must possess a 
federal duck stamp; available where hunting licenses are sold, at most 
post offices or at www.duckstarnp.com. 

RECREATlONAL USE PERMIT INFORMATlON: 
A $475 recreat ional use permit is required to hunt on this area; there are 
no exemptions, except th at one dependent chi ld , under 16 years of age, 
per pennittee may hunt under the supervision of the pem1ittee and is 
exempt from lhe fee . The nW11ber of available recreational use pem1its 
will be indicalcd on the recreational u.sc pcnnit \vorksbcet Recreational 
use permits arc not Lransfcrabk. 
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Penni l applications (a ll application dates arc for 2012): HW1lcrs must 
submit cl cclro111c applicat ion::,; for recreational w;c pcm1its through I LS. 
Successful applicants have the option of renewing their permits for up to 
two additional years. The Recreational Use pern1it renewal per·iod is 
A ,ii I 5 throu •h May I 5 Please refer to the hunting handbook or 
MyFWC.com for dates lo apply for remaining permits. A worksheet with 
a list of availahle pem1its may be obta ined 1-2 weeks hefore each 
applicalton period from FWC offices, tax collectors, license agents ai1d at 
MyFWC.com. 

GENERAL AREA REGULATIONS: 
All general \av,'s and regulati ons relating to wildlife and fish shall apply 
unless specifically exempted for this area_ HL111ting or the taking of 
wild life or fish on tltis area shall be allowed only during the open seasons 
and in accordance witl1 the following: regulations: 

I. Any person hunting deer or accompanying anotl1er person hunting 
deer shall wear at least 500 square inches of dayl ight tluorescent­
orange material as an outer gannent, above the waistline. These 
provisions arc not required when hunting with a bow and an ow 
during archery season. 

2. Taking of spotted fa,m, swimming deer· or roosted turkey is 
prohibited. Species legal to hw1t are listed under each season. 
ll is illegal to hunt over hail or place any hail or other food for 
wi ldlife on thi s area. 

4. Driving a metal obJect into any tree, or hunting from a tree into 
\.\'hieh a metal object has been driven, is prohibited. 

5. Nu person shall cut, damage or remove any natura l, man-made or 
cultural resource wi thout m itten authorization of the landowner or 
primary land m anager. 

6. Taking or attemptin g lo take any game with the aid of live decoys. 
recorded game calls or sounds, set guns, artificial light, net, trap, 
snare, drug or poison is prohibited. Recorded calls and sounds car1 
be used to hunt furbearers, wild hog and crows. 

7. The wanton and willful waste of wildlife is prohibited. 
8. Hunting, fishing or trapping is prohibited on any portion of the area 

posted as c-losed to those activi ties. 
9. People, dogs, vehicles and other recreational equipment are 

prohibited in areas posted as " Closed to Public Access" by FWC 
administrative action. 

I 0. Taking or herding wildlife from any motorized vehicle, aircrati or 
boat, which is under pO\ver is prohibited until power, and movement 
from that power, has ceased 

11. Most game may be hunted from 1/~ hour before sunrise until ½ hour 
after sunset (see exceptions for each season) 

Appendix 4. WMA Brochures 
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12. The release or any animal is prohi hited , withou t v-1ritten au l.lmri ;,;1t ion 
of Lhe landowner ·or primary land manager. 

13. The head and evidence of sex may not be removed from the carcass of 
any deer or turkey on the area. 

14. The planting or introduction of any non-native plant is prohibited. 
wi thou t written authorization of the landowner or primary land 
rn;inager. 

15. Wild hog may not be transported alive. 
16. Littering is prohibited. 
17. Fires are prohibited. 
18. A l'ish and Wildlife Conse,vation Commission Law Enforcement 

Offl.cer may search any camp, vehi cle or boat. in accordance with 
law. 

19. Falconers may hunt during the statewide falcomy season anytime a 
management area is open for pu bl ic access. Fal coners are not exempt 
from the recreational use permit requiremen t. 

PUBLIC ACCESS AND VEHICLES: 
1. Recreational access is allowed only by individuals possessing a valid 

Crove Park recreational use permit (except as described in ilems 2, 3 
and 4). except that the spouse and dependent children of a permittee 
may engage in outdoor recreational activities other than hunting while 
in the company of the permittee. One minor dependent, under l 6 
years of age. may hunt with the permitrcc. 

2. i\ lJ persons are allowed on the designated recreational trail s (see map) 
ye;,r round fc,r hik ing. bicycling and horseback riding. provided they 
stay on the trails . A Grove Park recreational use permit is not 
required. 

3. Horses are allowed on established roads only during periods closed to 
hunting and only by persons with a Grove Park recreational use 
permi l. Du ring hunling periods . horses are allowed only on designated 
recreation trails idemif1ed on the brochure map. 

1. Persons without a valid Grove Park recreational use permit may 
operate vehicles only on Prison Farm. Ivey and Johnson roads and 
only for the purpose of through travel. 

5. Vehicles are prohibited year round in the Camps Canal walk-in area. 
those lands lying south of CR 346 and in lhose lands lying north of 
CR 2082. Vehicles arc allowed only on named or numbered roads in 
the remaining portion of the area . 

6. Non-motorized bi cycles are allowed. but may be ridden on ly on 
named or numbered roads and the designated recreational trails shown 
on the brochure map. 

7. Parked vehicles may not obstruct a road. gate or firelanc. 
8. No motor vehicle shall be operated on any part of any wildlife 

management area t.hat has been designated as closed l.o vehicul ar 
u·affic. Motorcycles and all-terrain vehicles may only be operated on 
roads open to otl1er motor vehicles. 

HUNTERS AND CHECK STATIONS: 
Hun ting eq uipment may not be la ken onlo the WM/\ until aft er 8 a.m. 
1.he day befo re 1he opening of a season and shall be removed by 6 p.m. 
one day after the end of the season. 

GUNS: 
1. Hunting on or from the rights-of-way of CRs 325. 2082 and 346 is 

prnh ibi t.ed. 
2. Hunting at night with a gw1 is prohibited. 
3. Muzzleloading guns used for taking deer must be .40 caliber or larger. 

if firing a single bullet. or be 20 gauge or larger if firing two or more 
balls. 

4. Children under the age of 16 hun ti ng with a flrearm must be in the 
presence of a supe,visi ng adull. 

5. No person shall ctischarge a fireann or have a loaded firearm in hand 
wl1ile under the influence of alcohol or drngs. 

6. For hunting non-migrato,y game, only shorguns, rifles, pis10ls, bows. 
crossbows or fa lconry may be used. ]JunUng during the spring turkey 
season with fl rearms other than shotguns or 1isi ng a shot size larger 
than ff2 is prohibited. 

7. For lrnnling migratory game. only shotguns. hows. cros sbows or 
folconry may be used. Shotguns shall nol be larger than JO gauge and 
shall be incapable of holding more than three shells in the magazine 
and chamber combined. 

8. Hunting deer with rimfire or non-expand ing. fu ll metal jacket 
(m ilitary ball) ammun ition is prohibited. 

9. Hunting with f'ull automatic or silencer equ ipped firearms. cemerfire 
semi-automatic rifles having a magazine capable of holcling more than 
five rounds. explosive or drug-injecting devices and set guns is 
prohi bited. 

10. The discharge of a fi rearm outside of periods open to hunting or in 
areas closed to hunting is prohibited per s. 790.1 5 FS. 

DOGS : 
I . Hunting with dogs. except bird dogs. is prohibited. 
2. Dogs used fo r hunting may be taken onto the WMA after 8 a.m. the 

day before the opening of a season and shall be removed by 6 p.m. 
one day after 1he end or the season. 

3. No person shall allow any dog to pursue or molest any wildlife during 
any period in which the ta king of wildli fe by the use of dogs is 
prohi bited. 

1. Dogs on leashes may be used for trailing wounded game. 
5. for pu rposes other than hunting, dogs are allowed, but must be kept 

under physical restraint at all rimes. 

CAMPING: Prohibited. 

BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS : 
I. Deer - Daily limit 2. possession limit 4. During arche1y season. that 

limit may include any combination of antlered and ant!erless deer. 
During other seasons only antlered deer may be la ken. 

2. Wild hog No size or bag limit. · 
3. Turkey - Daily limit 1, season limit 2. possession limit 2. 
4. Cray sq uirrel. quail and rabbit - Dai ly limit 12. possession limit 24 for 

each. 
5. Raccoon, opossum, armadillo, beaver. coyote. skunk and nutria - No 

bag limits. 
6. Bobcat and oner - Possession limit I unless in possession of a 

Trapping License. 
7. Migratory birds - See Migratory Bird Hunting Regulat ions pamph let. 

ARCHERY SEASON: 
September 15 through October 14. 
Permit. Stamp and License Requirements - Recreational use permit. 

hunting license, archery permit. deer permit (i f' hunt ing deer). wild 
turkey permit (i f hunting wild turkey). migrato,y bird permi t (if 
hunting migratory birds), and state waterfowl permit and federal duck 
stamp (if hunti ng waterfowl). 

Legal to Hunt - Any deer (except spotted fawn). wild hog. turkey of either 
sex, gray squirrel, quail. rahhit. raccoon. oposs um , armadillo, heaver. 
coyote, skunk. nmria and migratrny bi11ls in season. 

Regulations Unique to Archei:y Season - In addition to these regulations. 
all General Area Regu lations shall apply. llunting with fi rearms or 
crossbows (except by disabled crossbow permit) is prohibited. except 
that ccnrcrfirc shotguns arc allowed for hunting migratory birds when 
one or more spec ies are legal lo hunt (see Migratrny Bi rd sect.ion and 
the current Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations pamphlet). 

MUZZLELOADING GUN SEASON : 
October 20 through November 2. 
Permit. Slmnp and l.icense Reg11irernents Recreation;1l use permit, 

l11 ml.ing license, muzzleloading g11n penn il. deer perm it (if' hunting 
deer) and migratory bird pennit (if hunting migratory birds). 

Legal to Hunt Deer with at least one an Ller !i inches or more in length, 
wild hog, gray squirrel, quail, rabbic. raccoon. opossum. armadillo. 
beaver, coyote. skunk, nutria and migrat01y birds in season. 

Regu lations Un ique to Muzzleloading Cun Season In addition lo these 
regulations. all General Arca Regulations shali apply. Hw1ting ,,1th 
archery equipment or fireanns, other than muzzleloading guns, is 
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prohibited, except that ccnterfirc shotguns arc allowed for hunting 
migratory birds when one or more species are legal to hunt ( see 
Migralory Bird section and U1e current Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations pamphlet). 

GENERA L GUN SEASON: 
November 10 through January 6. 
Permil Stamp and License Rem1irements - Recreational use pem1i(, 

hunting license, deer pennil (if htmting deer), migratory bird pennil 
(if htmting migratory birds), and state waterfowl pennit and federal 
duck stamp (if hunting waterfowl). 

Legal to JJunt - Deer with at least one antler 5 inches or more in length, 
wild hog, gray squirrel, qw1il, rabbit, raccoon, opossum, annadillo, 
beaver, coyote, skLmk, nulria and migralory birds in season. Botx.:al 
and otter beginning December I . 

Re2.ulations Unique to General Gun Season - In addition to these 
regulations, all General Arca Regulations shall apply. 

TRAPPCNG SEASON: 
December I through January 6. 
Pennit Stamp and License Requirements - Recreational use pennit and 

trapping license. 
Legal to Trap - Raccoon, opossum, am1ad.illo, beaver, coyole, skunk, 

nutria, otter and bobcat. 
Regulations Unique to Trapping Season - l n addition to these regulations, 

all General Area Regulations shall apply. 

SMALL GAME SEASON: 
Janumy 7 throu2h March 3 . 
Pennit Slamp and License Requirements - Recreational use pennit, 

hunting license, migratoty bird pcnnit (if hunting migratory birds), 
and state waterfowl perrnit and federal duck stamp ( if hunting 
waterfowl). 

Legal to Hunt - Wild hog, gray squirrel, quail, rabbit, raccoon, opossmn, 
annadillo, beaver, coyote, sklmk, nutria and migratoty birds in 
season. 13obeat and otter through March I. 

Regulations Unique to Small Game Season - In addition to these 
regulations, all General Area Regulations shall apply. Hm1Ling wilh 
centerlire rilles is prohibited. 

SPRING TURKEY SEASON: 
Youth Turkey: March 9-10. 
Spring Turkev: March 16 through April 21 . 
Penni! Stanm and License Req uiremenls - Recreational use pemli(, 

hunting license and wild turkey pennit. 
Legal to Hunt - Bearded turkey or gobbler. 
Regulations Unique to Spring Turkey Season - In addition Lo Lhese 

regulations, all General Area Regulations shall apply. 
I . Legal shooting hours are ½ hour before sunrise until I p.m. 
2. Hunting other animals is prohibited. 
3. Hunting with fireann s other than shotg1ms or 11..,c:;lng a shot size larger 

than #2 is prohibiled. 
4 . During U1e youU1 turkey hw1t, only youlh wider 16 years of age may 

hm1t and musl be tmder U1e supervision and in U1e presence of an adnll 
not ymmger than 18 years of age. Adults \\~th required licenses and 
pcnnits for taking wild nirkcys may participate when in the presence 
or a youth, but may not harvesl a wild turkey . 

MlGRATORY BIRD SEASONS: 
Rails, conunon moorhen, mourning dove, white-winged dove, snipt.\ 

woodcock and crows may be hunted during seasons established by the 
Commission for these species that coincide with the archety , 
muzzlelomiing g un~ generill g un or small gmne seusons. Due~ geese 
and coot may be taken during seasons established by the Commission 
for these species. 

Permit Stamp and License Requirements - Recreational use pcm1il, 
hunting license, migratory bird pennit, and state waterfowl pennit and 
federal duck stamp (if hunting walerfowl). 

Legal lo Hunt - See Migralory Bird 1-Ilmling Regulations pamphlet. 

Regulations Unique to Migratoty Aird Seasons - ln addition to these 
regulations, all General Area Regulations and Migrato,y Hird 
Reg,dations shull apply. 

1 . Ilw1ting duck, geese or cool "iU1 lead shot is prohibited. 
2. CentertlTe shotguns are allowed for htmting during established area 

seasons when one or more migratory birds arc legal to hunt. 

FI SHlNG AND I<ROGGfNG: 
Allowed vear round. 
Pennit Stamp and License Requirements - Recreational use pennit and 

fishing license (fi shing license not required when frogging). 
Legal to Take - Sec Florida freshwater f ishing Regulations Srnnmary . 
Re0 tdations Unique to Fishin° and Fro00 in° - All General Area 

Regtdations and Generd.l Freshwater fishing Regulations shall apply. 
Shooting frogs is allowed only during the listed open hunting seasons 
and only with Lhe legal methods of take during each particular season. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
I. Infonnation for persons wiU1 disabilities can be fotmd at 

MyFWC.corn/ADA . 
2. If you have any questions about this matetial, please call the Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Conunission at 386-758-0525 (TDD 800-955-
8771). 

3. FWC is not responsible for protection of persornl property and \\~ll 
not be liable for theft of or damage to personal property. 

4 Please repott the location of any sick or extremely skinny deer to the 
Chronic Wasting Disease hoUine, Loll free at 866-293-9282. 

COOPERATION REQUESTED : 
lfyou see law violators or suspicious activities, contact your nearest 

Commission regional office or call 888-404-FWCC. You may qualify for a 
cash rewwri fi·om the 1-Vildlife JI /er/ Heward Jls.wciaLion. 

The US. Depamnent of The lllterior prohibirs discrimi11aTio11 on the 
basis of race, color. nalional origin, age, sex or handicap. if you believe 
that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity or 
fac ility as described above, or !f you desire ji111her i1!formatio11, please 
write lo: The Office for /-fzmmn Resources, U.S. Vish and Wildl({e Ser,,ice, 
Depanment of The l11terior, Washingr-011, D.C. 20240. The project 
described in This p11blicario11 is pa1t ofa program ji111ded by federal dollars 
under !he Jlli/dlife ResTomlion Act. r'ederal fimds p<(V 20 percenl of !he 
cost of the program. 

YOUR 
PURC H ASE: 
SUPPORTS 

~~DL~ 

~~.ffe 
")6ru,.'\ 

When you spot law violators or suspicious activities, 
contact your nearest Commission regional office or 

call 

1-888-404-FW CC 

You may qualify for a cash reward from the 

Wildlife Alert Reward Association. 
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This brochure is designed to provide the pubhc "itlt mfonnation and a 
sUJnnuuy of regulations pertaining to hwihng and other recrea tional use on 
the..: llalchcl Creek Wildlife Management Arca. R~gulatiuns that are new ur 
tHJlt r sub~tantially from last year are shown in bold print. Arca users 
should familiarize. themselves with all rcg,uauons. For exact wording of the 
wildlife Jaws and regulations, see the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission' s wi ldlife code, on file ,.\1th the Secretary of Slate and state 
libraries. 'lb.is brochure, the florida IJunting Regula tions l:umdbook, ttml 
quota pcnnil worksheets shut1ld provide the infunm1Liun nc.ccssary for you to 
plan your hllllting activities. These publications arc available from any 
Commission office, COWlty tax collector and at MvFWC.com. 

Persons using wi1dlifo mamgcmcnt areas arc required to have appropricttc 
licenses, permits ctnd slamps. "lbc follo\ving persons arc cxLimpt from all 
licc-nsc and permit requirements (cxcept for quota p,:nnits v1.,hen listed as "no 
exemptions". recreat ional use _pcnnits, antlerless deer permits and the 
Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp I federal duck stamp!) : 
Florida residents who are 65 years of age or older~ residents \vl10 possess a 
Florida Resident LJisablcd Person H unting and Fishing Cerlific-ate~ residents 
in the U.S. Anncd Forces, no t stationed in Florida, while home on leave for 
30 days or less, upon submission of orders; mid children under 16 years of 
age. Children 101dcr 16 years of age arc exempt from lite federal duck stamp. 
Anyone born on or after June I. 1975 and 16 years of age or older must have 
passed a Commission-approved hunter-safety course prior to being issued a 
hLm ting lic-cnse, exc-cpl the llLmtcr Safety Mentoring exemption allows 
unyone lo purchase a hunting license and hLmt under the- supervision of a 
licc-nsed lumtcr, 21 years of age or older, for one year. 

Licenses and pennits may be pLtrchased from county tax collectors. license 
ctgcnls, al MvFWC.comniccnsc or by telephone ct t 888-486-8356. A no-cost 
Migra tory Uird Permit is <1vctilablc when purchasing a hunting license. J\ny 
\.\:awrfowl lumtcr 16 years of age or older must possLiss u fc.dcrn l duck stmnp; 
ava ilable \Vhcre hunting licenses arc sold, at most post offices or at 
\V\\'\v.ducksta rn p.com. 

QUOTA PERMIT INFORMATION: 
.Archery - 15, no-cost,, quota pcnuits (no exemptions) for c<1ch of 3 hunts. 
Mu7.7.leloading Gun - ·15, no-cost~ quota pennits (no exemptions). 
Fam ily Hunt - 5, nercost, quota penn its (no exemptions) 
General Gun - 15, no-cost, quota penni ts (no exemptions) for each of 2 hunts 
Youth Turkev - 5, no-cost, quota pem1 its (no exemptions). 
Spring Turkey - 5, no-cost, quota pcnnits (no cxcmptioru;) for each of 3 
hw1ts. 

Pennit appl ications: Hunters must suhmit electronic applications for quota 
and special-opportLmity pennits through the Commission ' s ·1·01al Licensing 
System (TLS). Worksheets list ing hunts, upp licalion periods, deadlines and 
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instructions are available at cow1ty tax collector's otlices, FWC otlices or 
Mv1:wc.com. Quota upplic-a tion pcrio<ls occ:-Llf throughout thc year beginning 
April l ; please refer to lliL· h unting handbook or Mv FWC.com for specific 
dates. Work.sheets will be available about 2 ,,vccks prior to each application 
period. 

Guest hW1ters: For ectch non-trnnsfcrablc ctrchcry, muzzlc1oading gun, general 
gun, wild hog, spring turkey and mobili ty-impaired quota permi t issuL·d 
through tl1c Commission ' s TLS, only one gu,:sl pcrmil mcty be obtaim:d. 
0 ucst pcnn.its arc not issued for family and youth turkey quota pennits. The 
following persons may be a guest hunter, but arc not required to obtain a 
guest pennit: a youth under 16 years of age, a youth supervisor, a mentor 
license holder or a mentor license supervisor. A quota pcnnil holder (host) 
muy only bring I gucst hunter ut a time. "111c following persoru; am not 
considered to be guest hll11ters: otl1cr quota permit holders, non-hL111te-rs and 
exempt h,mters (on areas and during seasons that allow exemptions). The 
host must share the bag limi t with the guest and the host is responsible for 
violations that exceed the bag limit. The guest and host must enter and exit 
the area together and must share a street-legal vehicle while hunting on the 
area. The guest may only hunt while the host is on the area. A person is only 
eligible for one guest pcnuit pLT hunt. Guest pcnnits may be obtained from 
county ta.\: collectors, license agents or at MvFWC.com/liccnsc. Guest 
pennits may be obtained up to and during the last day of the hunt. Refer to 
the quota hunt worksheets for additional information. 

Youth und nwntor license holdLirs: /\. youth lmnter (less than 16 years of ctgLi) 
m ust be supervised by a person al least 18 years of age. A mentor license 
holder must be supervised hy a licensed hunter at least 21 years of age 
Unless exempt, only those supervisors with proper licenses and penn its may 
hlml. If the supervisor is hlmting during any hunt for which quota permits arc 
issued, at lcust one person in the pctrty must be in possession of a quotu 
permit. A non-hunting supervisor is allovvcd lo uccompc1ny a youth or mLintor 
license bolder during any html 

Transfer of permits : Quota and guest penn its are not transferable . A posit ive 
form of identification is required when using a non-transfcrnblc pcnnil, 
exc-cpt for a youth Lmdcr 16 yeurs of age. The sale or purchase of any quotu 
permit or guest permit is prohibited. 

GENERAL AREA REGULATIONS: 
All genernl laws and regulations relating to vvildl ife or fi sh shull apply unless 
specifically exempted for this area . llunting or the taking of wildlife or Cish 
on this area shall be allo\wd only during the open seasons ctnd in accordance 
with tl1c following regulations: 

I Any person taking deer or accompanying another person tak ing deer 
shall wear at least 500 square inches of daylight fluorescent-orange 
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material as an outer gam1ent, above the ·waistline. These provisions are 
not required when hunting with a bow and arrO'\V during archery season. 

2. Taking of spotted fo"'n , S\\limming deer or roosted turkey is prohibited. 
Species legal to hunt are listed under each season. 

J. It is illegal to hunt over bait or place any bait or other food for wi ldlife on 
this area. 

4. Driving a metal object in to any tree. or hun tin g from a lree into ,vhich a 
metal object has been driven, is prohibited. 

5. No person shall cut, damage or remove any natural, man-made or cultural 
resourc.c without written autJ1orization of the landowner or primary lm1d 
manager. 

6. Taking or attempting to take any game with the aid of live decoys, 
recorded game calls or sounds, set guns, artificial light, ne t, trap. snare, 
drug or poi son is prohibited. Recorded ca11 s and sounds can be used to 
hunt fn1bearers, '"1ld hog and crm:vs. 

7. The wanton and ,,.1Uful waste of wildlife is prohibited. 
8. Hunting, fishing or trapping is prohibited on any portion of the area 

posted as closed to those activities. 
9. People, dogs, vehicles and other recreational equipment arc prohibited in 

areas posted as '·Closed lo Public Access'' by FWC administrntive action. 
10. Taking or herding wi ldl ife from any motorized vehicle, aircraft or boat, 

,vhich is under power is prohibited until power, and movement from that 
power, ha.s ceased. 

11. Most gmue may be hunted from ½ hour before sunrise m1til Vi hour after 
sunse-t (see exceptions for each season ). 

12. The release of any animal is prohibited, without written authorization of 
the landowner or primary land manager. 

B . The head and evidence of sex may not be removed from the carcass of 
any deer or n1rkey on the area. 

14. The planting or introduction of any non-native plant is prohibited, without 
wri tlt,11 authorization of the landowner or primary land mm1ager. 

15. Wild hog may not be tran spo1ted alive. 
16. Littering is prohibited. 
17 . It is unlawfu l to .set li re to any fore.st, grass or woo<llam.l.s. 
18 . A Fish and Wi ldlife Conservation Commission l ,aw Enforcement Officer 

may search any camp, vehicle or boat, in accordance ,,-1th law. 
19. Falconers may hunt during the statewide falconry season anytime a 

management area is oixn for public access. Falconers arc not exempt 
from quota pem1its durin g hunts requiring them. 

PUBLI C ACCliSS AND Vlsl-ll C Ll£S: 
1. Open to public recreational access year round, except durin g periods open 

to hun ting when public access is allowed on ly by individuals participating 
in the hunt. 

2. Motorized vehi cles are allowed on the area on ly on hunt days, the day 
before each hunt and the ,vl..."'Ckend before the archel)1 and nmzzleloading 
gun seasons and the fumily hunt. 

3. Vehicles may be opernted only on named roads. 
4 . Airboats, all-terrain vehicles, tracked , ,ehicles and unlicensed and 

unregistered motorcycles are prohibited. 
5. 13icyclcs arc allowed only on named roads or designated tra ils. 
6. Parked vehicles may no t obstruct a road. gate or lirelane. 
7. No motor vehicle shall be operated on any part of any wi ldl ife 

management area that has been designated as closed lo vehicular trallic. 

llllNTERS AND CHECK STA TIOJ\"S: 
1. Hunters must enter and exi t only at the designated entrance. 
2. lhmting equipment may not be taken onto the WMA unti l after 8 a.m. tl1c 

day before the opening of a season and shall be removed by 6 p.m . one 
day after the end of the season 

GUNS: 
1. Hunting on or from the rights-of-way of Boundary Road is prohibited. 
2. I hmting at night "'~th a gun is prohibited. 
3. Mnzzlcloading guns used for taking deer must be .40 caliber or larger, if 

tiring a single bullet, or be 20 gauge or larger if Liring two or more bal ls. 
4. Children lmdcr the age of 16 hunting with a fircann must be in the 

presence of a supervising adult. 
5. No person shall discharge a firearm or have a loaded firearm in hand 

,vhile under the influ ence of alcohol or dnigs. 
6. l;or hunting non-migratmy game, only shotgun s, rifles, pistol s, bows, 

crossbows or falconry may be used. Hunting during the spring turkey 

season with firearms other than shotgun s or using a shot size larger than 
#2 is prohibited. 

7. For hunting migratory game, only .shotguns, bows, cro.ssbovvs or falconry 
may be used . Shotguns shall not be la rger than 10 gauge and shall be 
incapable of holding more than three she lls in the magazine and chamber 
combined. 

8. Hunting deer with rimfire or non-expanding, full metal jacket (mil itary 
ball )am munition is prohibited. 

9. llunting with full automatic or si lencer-equipped fircann s, ccntcrfirc 
semi-automatic rilles having a magazine capable of holding more than 
five rounds, explosive or drug-injec.;ting devices and set gun s is prohibited. 

10. The discharge of a firearm outside of periods open to hunting or in areas 
closed to hunting is prohibi ted per s. 790.15 FS. 

DOGS : 
l. llunting with dogs is prohibited. 
2. No person shall allow any dog to pursue or molest any wildl ifo during any 

period in which the taking of" '-vi ldl i('e by the use of dogs is prohibited. 
3. Dogs on leashes may be used for trailing wounded game. 
4. For purposes other than hunting, dogs arc allowed. but must be kept under 

physical restraint at a ll times. 

CA!Vll'NG: 
Camping is allowed only by permit from the St. Johns River Water 
Management Di strict (386-329-4404). 

BAG A:\'D POSSESSION LIMITS: During quota hun ts, host hun ters and 
guests must share all bag and possession limits. 

I . Deer - During archery season , I antlered or an tl erless deer per quota 
permit. During fam ily hunt, l antlered and 1 antlcrlcss deer per quota 
permit (not per person). During muzzleloading gun and gt,11cral gun 
seasons, l antlered deer per quota pennit. 

2. Wild hog - No size or bag limit. 
3. Turkey - Archery season: daily limit I. season limit 2. possession limit 2. 

Spring n1rkey season: l per quota permi t. 
4. Gray squi1Tel , quail and rabbit - Dai ly limi t 12. possession limit 24 for 

each. 
5. Raccoon, OIX)S.Sllm. armadi llo, beaver, coyote. skunk and nutria - No bag 

limi ts. 
6. Migratory birds - Sec Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations pamphlet. 

ARCHERY SEASO~: 
September 21 -23. 28-30 and October 5-7. 
Permit. Stamp and License Requirements - Quota pcnnit, hunting license, 

management area ixrmit. an.;hery permit. deer pcnni t (if hunting deer), 
wi ld turkey pennit (if hunting \\~Id turkey), migratory bird permit (if 
hunting migratory birds), and state waterfowl pcnuit m1d fodcral duck 
stamp (if hunting ,vaterfowl). 

l .egal to Hunt - Deer with at least one antler havin g 3 or more points (each 
point l -inch or more in length), antlerl ess deer (,vhich includes does and 
buck<, \\·itl1 antlers less than 5 inches in length, but not spotted fawn), wild 
hog. turkey of ei ther sex, gray squi rrel , quail. rabbit, raccoon, opossum, 
armadil lo, beaver. coyote, sl...7.mk , nutria and migratory birds in season. 

Regula tions Unique to Areherv Season - In addition to these regulations, all 
General Area Regulations shall apply. Hunting with firearms or 
crossbows (except by disabled crossbow pem,it) is prohibited, except that 
centerfire shotguns are allowed for taking migratory birds whe-11 one or 
more species arc legal to hunt (sec Migratory Oird section and the current 
MigrntOI)' Bird Hunting Regulat ions pamphlet). 

MUZZLELOADING GUN SEASOJ\": 
October 20-22. 
Permit Stamp and License Requirements - Quota pem,it, hunting license, 

management area pennit, muzzleloading gun permit, deer pennit (if 
hunting deer) and migratory bird pcnnit (if hunting migmtory birds). 

Legal to Hunt - Deer with at least one ant ler having 3 or more points (each 
point l- inch or more in length), '\\•ild hog, gray squirrel , quail, rabbit, 
raccoon , opossum , armadi llo, beaver, coyote, skunk, nutria and migratory 
birds in season. 

Re(!.u lations Unique to Mu7.zleloading Gun Season - In addition to these 
regulations_. all General Area Regulations shall apply. lhmting with 
archel)' equipment or fircanu s, other than muzzlcloading guns, is 
prollJbitcd, except that ccntcrfire shotguns arc a llm:vcd for taking 
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migratory birds when one or more species are legal to hunt (see Migratory 
Uird section and the current Migratory Uird Hunting Regulations 
pampltlct). 

FAMILY IH;t\T: 
November 3-4. 
Permi t Stamp and License Requirements - Quota permit. hun ti ng license, 

management area permi t, deer permit (if lmntin g deer) and migratory bird 
permit (if hunting migratory birds). 

Legal to Hun t - Deer with at least one antler having 3 or more points (each 
poin t 1-inch or more in length), ant lerless deer (which includes does and 
bucks with antle rs less than 5 inches in length, hu t not spotted fa,vn) , ,vild 
hog, gray squirrel. quail, rabb it , raccoon, opossum. armadi llo. beaver, 
coyote, skun k, nutri a and mi gratory birds in season . 

Regulations Unique to Family Hunt - In addition to these regu lations, all 
General Arca Regulations shall apply . 

1. On e or two youths ( LU1der 16 years of age but not younger than 8 years of 
age). pe r quota permi t. may hunt under the di rec t supervision of an adult 
(at least 18 years of age) but the quota permit holder must be presen t for 
the vouth to hunl. 

2. The· quota permit holder may hunt , but only in the presence ofat least one 
youth. 

GENERAi , GIJI\ SEASON: 
November 9-11 and 23-25. 
Permi t Stamp and License Requirements - Quota permi t, hun ting license, 

management area permit. dcxr penni t (if hunting deer), migratory bird 
permit (if taking migratory birds), and state waterfowl permi t and federal 
duck s-ta1np (if taking waterfowl). 

Legal to llunt - Deer \\~th at least one antler having 3 or more points (each 
poin t I -inch or more in length), wild hog, grny squirrel , quai l, rabb it, 
raccoon, opossum . armadil lo, beaver, coyote, skunk., nutria and migratory 
birds in season. 

Reuulations Unique to Genera l Gun Season - In addition to these reg ulations, 
all General Area Regulation s shall apply. 

TRAPPING: Prohibited. 

SPRl.'IG TURKEY SEASON: 
Youth Turkcv: March 9-10. 
Sprino Turkev: March 16-18 22-24 an<l 29-31. 
Perm it Stamp and J ,icense Requirements - Quota permi t, hun ting license, 

management area permit and ,vi ld h1rkey pennit. 
Legal to I lunt - Bearded h1rkcy or gobbler. 
Regulations U nique to Spring Turkey Season - In addition to these regu lations , 

all General Area Regulations shall apply. 
1. Legal shooting hours arc % hour before sun rise un til 1 p.m. 
2. Huntin g o ther animals is prohibited. 
3. Huntin g ,vi th fi rearms o ther than shotguns o r using a shot si7.e larger than 

#2 is prohibi ted. 
4. During the youth turkey hunt, only youth under 16 years of age may hunt 

und must be under the supervision und in the prest-'tlcc of an adull not 
younger than 18 years of age. Adul ts w ith required licenses and perm its 
for taking wild turkeys may participate \i\1hen in the presence of a youth, 
but may not harvest a wil d turkey. 

:\1IGRATORY BIRD SEASO:>JS: 
Rai ls, common moorhcn, mouming dove, white-winged dove, snipe, duck, 

geese, cool, woodccx.;k and crows may be hun led during seasons 
establ ished by the Commission for these species that coincide ,vith the 
family hunt or the archery, muzzlcloading gun or gc...·ncral gun seasons. 

Permi t Stamp and License Requirements - Quota permi t, hun ti ng license, 
management area pem, it, migratory hird perm it, and state waterfowl 
permi t and federal duck stamp (if lmnting waterfo\\1). 

Legal to Hunt- Sec Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations pamphlet. 
Rcou)ations Un ique to Migrntorv Bird Seasons - [n addition to these 

regu lations, all General Area Regulations and Migratory l3i rd Regulations 
shall apply . 

l. Hun ting duck, geese and coot wi th lead shot is prohibited. 
2. Centerfi re shotgun s are allowed for hunting durin g establ ished area 

seasons when one or more migratory birds are legal to hunt. 

FISHING A_ 'ID FROGGIJ\G: 
Allowed year round. 
Pennit.. Stamp and License Requirements - Fishing licc...·nse (no t required wh<.,11 

frogging). 
Legal to Take- Sec florida frcslnvatcr fi shing Regulations Sununary . 
Regulat ions Unique to Fishing and Frol•ging - A ll General Arca Regulations 

and General Freshwater Fishing Regulations shall apply. Shooting frogs is 
allowed only durin g the listed open hun ting seasons and on ly wi th the 
legal methods of take during each particular season. 

GEN ERAL INFOR.\1ATI OI\ : 
1. Information for persons with disabilities can be found at 

MvFWC.comiADA. 
2. If you have any questions about thi s mate ri al, p lease c.all the Fi sh and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission at 386-758-0525 (TDD 800-955-
877 1). 

3 . F1w'C is not responsible for protection of personal property and wi ll not be 
liable I.Or theft of' or damage to personal property. 

4. Please report the location of any sick or extremely skinn y deer to the 
Chronic Wasting Disease hotline. toll free at 866-293-9282. 

COOPERATION REQUESTED: 
if you see law violators or suspicious acfivifies, contact your nearest 

Comm;ssion regional office or call 888-404-FH-'CC. You may q11ali.Jy for a cash 
reward from the WUd/ife Alert Reward Association.. 

The U.S. Department of the l nten·or prohibits discrimination on the basis 
vf race. color, national origin, age, sex or handicap. If you believe that you 
have been discn·minated against in any program, activity or .facility as 
described above, or if you desire further information, please write to: 71,e 
Office for lluman Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Department of the 
Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. The pr<.ifcc/ desc:ribcd in this publicalion is 
part of" program fimded bv Jeckral do/1"rs under the Wildlife Resloralion Act. 
Federalfimd<J pay 20 percent of the cost of the program. 

YOUR 
PURCHASE 
SUPPORTS 

~ :,:, z 
~oru-'\.s, 

Order Your Hunting and Fishing License 
by Phone ... 

Use Your Credit Card and Call 

1-888-HUNT-FLORIDA (486-8356) OR 
1-888-FISH-FLORIDA (347-4356) 

(There is a vendor fee of $3.95 per license.) 

When you spot law violators or suspicious activities, 
contact your nearest Commission regional office or 

call 

1-888-404-FW CC 

You may qualify for a cash reward from the 

Wildlife Alert Reward Association. 
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This brochure is designed to provide the public with 
infonnation and a summary of regulations pertaining to 
hunting and other recreatio nal use on the Santa Fe Swamp 
Wildlife and Environmental Area. Regu lations that arc new 
or differ substantially· from last year arc shown in hold 
print. Area users should fam iliarize themselves with a ll 
regulations. For exact wording of the wildlife laws and 
regulations, see the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission's wi ldlife code, on file with t.hc Secretary of State 
and state libraries. This brochure and the Florida Hunting 
Rch'lilations handbook should provide t.hc information 
necessary for you to plan your hunting activities. These 
publications are available from any Commission office, county 
tax collector and at MvFWC .com. 

Persons us ing wi ldlife and environmenta l areas are required to 
have appropriate licenses, pennits and stamps. The fo llowing 
persons a.re exempt from all license and pennit requirements 
(except for quota permits when listed as " no exemptions", 
recreational use pennits, antlerless deer pennits and Ute 
Migratory Bird Hw1ting and Conservation Stamp lfederal 
duck stamp]): Florida residents who arc 65 years of age or 
older; residents who possess a F lorida Resident Disabled 
Person Hunting and Fishing Certificate; residents in the U.S. 
Armed Forces, not stationed in Florida, whi le home on leave 
for 30 days or less, upon submission of orders; and children 
under 16 years of age. Children under 16 years of age arc 
exempt from the federal duck stamp. Anyone born on or after 
June I, 1975 and 16 years of age or older must have passed a 
Commission-approved hunter-safety course prior to being 
issued a hunting license, except the Hunter Safety Mentoring 
exemption allows anyone to purchase a hunting license and 
hunt under the supervision of a licensed hunte r, 21 years of 
age or older, for one year. 

Licenses and pennits may be purchased from county tax 
collectors, license agents, at MvFWC.com/license or by 
telephone at 888-486-8356. A no-cost M igratory Bird Permit 

"' !:! 
"' iij 
C: i:::: 
0 0 

"" t, ~ ·.;; 
2 "' ·;:: <Jl a, 

t; Cll ti g .E 
!:! s: c S: E 

"C 
ai C: "C 0 C: 

"' > Q) i::::O 

~ a: E Cll i:::: 

:§ Q) .s:: 0 
Q) "OD <Jl :;:; E -~ Q) i.: Cll 0 
i:::: Cll > " -~ i:::: i:::: Cll ai u :c Cll Cll :g <Jl :s: ::, ~~ i:::: u. C. ::::J .2 0 >-

a, VJ u..O :;; 
> 
"" ~ 
a, 
C. 
0 
0 

" ct 

is available when purchasing a hunting license. Any waterfowl 
hunter 16 years of age or older must possess a federal duck 
stamp; avaj lable where hunting licenses are sold, at most post 
offices or at www.duckstamp.com. 

QUOTA PERMIT lNFORMATTON: 
Quota pennits a.re not required for this area. 

GENERAL AREA REGULATIONS: 
All general laws and regulations relating to wi ldlife and fish 
sha ll apply un less specifica lly exempted for this area. Hunting 
or U1e taking of wildlife or fish on this area shall be allowed 
onJy during the open seasons and in accordance with the 
following regu lations: 

1. Any person hunting deer or accompanying another person 
hunting deer shall wear at least 500 square inches of 
day light fluorescent-orange material as an outer gam1ent, 
above the waistline. These provisions are not required 
when hunting wiill a bow and arrow during archery 
season. 

2. Taking of spotted fawn, swimming deer or roosted turkey 
is prohibited. Species legal to hunt arc listed under each 
season. 

3. It is illegal to hunt over bait or place any bait or oilier food 
fo r wildl ife on this area. 

4. Driving a metal object into any tree, or hunting from a tree 
into which a metal object has been driven, is prohibited. 

5. No person shall cut, damage or remove any natura l. man­
made or cultural resource wiillout written authorization of 
the landowner or primary land manager. 

6. Taking or a ttempting Lo take any game with the aid of live 
decoys, recorded game calls or sounds, set guns, artificial 
light, net, trap. snare, drug or poison is prohibited. 
Recorded calls and sounds can be used to hunt wild hog. 

7. The wanton and willfu l waste of wildlife is prohibited. 
8. Hunting, fishing or trapping is prohibited on any portion 

of ille area posted as closed to those activities. 
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9. People, dogs, vehicles and other recreational equipment are 
prohibited in areas posted as "Closed to Public Access" by 
FWC ad111inislralive action. 

10. Taking or herding wildlife from any motorized vehicle, 
aircraft or boat, which is under power is prohibited until 
power, and 111ove111ent fro111 that power, has ceased. 

11 . Most game may be hunted from ½ hour before sunrise until 
½ hour after sunset (see exceptions for each season). 

12. The release of any animal is prohibited, without written 
authorization of the landowner or primary land manager. 

13. The head and evidence of sex may not be removed from the 
carcass of any deer or turkey on the area. 

14. The planting or introduction of any plant is prohibited, 
without written authorization of the landowner or primary 
land manager. 

15 . Wild hog may not be tTansported alive. 
16. Littering is prohibited. 
17. It is unlawful lo set fire lo any forest , grass or woodlands. 
18. A fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Law 

Enforcement Officer may search any camp, vehicle or boat, 
in accordance with law. 

19. Falconers may hunt during the statewide falconry 
season anytime a management area is open for public 
access. 

PUBLIC ACCESS AND VEHICLES: 
I . Open to public recreational access year round from I ½ 

hours before sunrise until I½ hours after sunset. 
2. Vehicles are prohibited except in designated parking areas. 
3. Persons must enter and exit the area only at designated 

entrances or via Little Santa Fe Lake. 
4. Parked vehicles may not obstrnet a road, gate or firelane. 
5. No motor vehicle shall be operated on m1y part of m1y 

wildlife management area that has been designated as 
closed to vehicular traffic. 

HUNTERS AND CHECK STA TIO NS: 
Hw1ting equipment may not be taken onto the area wllil 
after 8 a.m. the day before the opening of a season m1d shall 
be removed by 6 p.m. one day after the end of the season. 

GUNS: 
I . Only bows and 111un.leloading guns may be used for 

hunting . 
2. Hunting al night with a g un is prohibited. 
3. Muzzleloading guns used for taking deer must be .40 

caliber or larger, if firing a single bullet, or be 20 gauge or 
larger if firing two or more balls . 

4. Children nnder the age of 16 hw1ting with a firearm must be 
in the presence of a supervising adult. 

5. No person shall discharge a firearm or have a loaded 
fireann in hand while under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs . 

6. For lnmling non-migratory ga111e, only 111uzzle loading guns, 
bows or falconry may be used. Hunting during the spring 
turkey season with firearms other than muzzlcloading rifles 
or muzzleloading shotguns is prohibited. Hunting during the 

spring turkey season with a muzzleloading shotgun using a 
shot size larger thm1 #2 is prohibited. 

7. Hunting with full automatic or silencer-equipped fireanns, 
centerfire rifles, explosive or drug-injecting devices and set 
guns is prohibited. 

8. TI1e discharge of a fiream1 outside of periods open lo 
lumting or in areas closed to hunting is prohibited per s. 
790.15 FS. 

DOGS: 
I . Hunting with dogs is prohibited. 
2. No person shall allow any dog to pursue or molest m1y 

wildlife during any period in which the taking of wildlife by 
the use of dogs is prohibited. 

3. Dogs on leashes may be used for trailing wounded game. 
4. For purposes other than hunting, dogs are allowed, but must 

be kept under physical restraint at all times. 

CAMPING: Prohibited . 

BAG AND POSSESSION LIMITS: 
1. Deer - Daily limit 2, possession limit 4. During archery 

season that limit may include any combination of antlered 
m1d antlerless deer, during other seasons only antlered deer 
may be taken. 

2. Wild hog - No size or bag limit. 
3 . Turkey - Daily limit I, season limit 2, possession limit 2. 
4 . Gray squirrel and rabbit - Daily limit 12, possession limit 

24 for each. 
5. Amiadillo - No size or bag limit. 

ARCHERY SEASON: 
September 21 through October 19. 
Permit Stmnp m1d License Requirements - Hunting license, 

management area perm it, archery penuit, deer pennit (if 
hunting deer) and wild h1rkcy permit (if hunting wild 
turkey). 

Legal to Hunt - Any deer (except spotted fawn), wild hog, 
turkey of either sex, gray squirrel, rabbit and amrndillo. 

Regulations Unique to Archery Season - In addition lo these 
regulations, all General Arca Regulations shall apply. 
Hunting with fiream1s or crossbows (except by disabled 
crossbow permit) is prohibited. 

MUZZLELOADING GUN SEASON: 
October 20-22. 
Pcnnit Stamp and License Requirements - Hunting license, 

management area permit, muzzleloading gun permit and 
deer pem1it (if hw1ting deer). 

Legal to Hunt - Deer with at least one antler 5 inches or more in 
length, wild hog, gray squirrel, rabbit and armadillo. 

Regulations Unique to Muzzlcloading Gun Season - In addition 
to tl1cse regulations, all General Arca Regulations shall 
apply . Hunting with archery equipment or fireanns, other 
than muzzleloading gw1s, is prohibited. 
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ARCHERY/MUZZLELOADING GUN SEASON: 
November 3 through December 30. 
Pennil. Stamp and License Requirements - Hunting license, 

management area permit, archery permit (if hunting with 
archery equipment), muzzlcloading gun permit (if lnmtiug 
with a muzzleloading gun) and deer pennit (if hunting 
deer). 

Legal to Hunt - Deer with at least one antler 5 inches or more in 
length, wild hog, gray squirrel, rabbit and armadillo. 

Regulations Unique to Archerv/MuuJeloading Gun Season - In 
addition to these regulations, all General Area Regulations 
shall apply. Hunting with crossbows (except by disabled 
crossbow permit) or firearms, other than muzzleloading 
guns, is prohibited. 

TRAPPING: Prohibited. 

SPRING TURKEY SEASON: 
Spring Turkcv: March 16 through April 21. 
Pennil Stamp and License Requirements - Hunting license, 

management area permit and wild turkey permit. 
Legal to Hunt - Bearded turkey or gobbler. 
Regulations Unique lo Spring Turkev Season - In addition to 

these regulations, all General Arca Regulations shall apply. 
1. Legal shooting hours are ½ hour before sunrise until I p.m. 
2. Hunting other animals is prohibited. 
3. Hunting with crossbows (except by disabled crossbow 

pem1it) and lireanns other than muzzleloading rilles or 
muzzleloading shotgm1s is prohibited. Hunting with a 
muzzlcloading shotgun using a shot size larger than #2 is 
prohibited. 

FISHING: 
Allowed vear round. 
Pennit. Stamp and License Requirements - Fishing license. 
Legal to Take - Sec Florida Freshwater Fishing Regulations 

Summary. 
Regulations Unique to Fishing - All General Area Regulations 

and General Freshwater Fishing Regulations shall apply. 
Frogging is prohibited. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
1. Information for persons with disabilities can be found at 

MvFWC.com/ ADA 
2. If you have any questions about this material, please call the 

Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission at 386-758-
0525 (TDD 800-955-8771). 

3. FWC is not responsible for protection of personal property 
and will not be liable for theft of or damage to personal 
property. 

4. Please report the location of any sick or extremely skinny 
deer to the Chronic Wasting Disease hotline, toll free at 
866-293-9282. 

SUWANNEE RIVER WMD RULES AND INFORMATION: 
I. The Santa Fe Swamp is critically important to the 

maintenance of water quantity and quality of the Santa Fe 
lakes and river. These lands were acquired through a 
donation from Georgia Pacific Corporation to the Suwannee 

River Water Management District (SRWMD), which 
manages these lands for the conservation and protection of 
water resources, public recreational use and the restoration 
of natural commnnities. These SRWMD lands may be used 
for recreational purposes that arc compatible with these 
objectives. 

2. Public use of SRWMD lands is regulated by Chapter 40B-9, 
Florida Administrative Code in addition to the FWC rules 
listed above. For detailed information regarding public use 
rules and recreational opportunities on SRWMD lands, 
please visit mvsuwanneeriver.com or contact the Land 
Management Specialist at 386-362-1001, 800-226-1066 (FL 
only) or recreation@srwmd.org. 

3. The SRWMD management activities include prescribed 
burning and timber harvesting during most months of the 
year. For personal safety reasons, area users should contact 
the SRWMD for information and locations at 386-362-1001 
or 800-226-1066 (FL only). Notices are posted at 
mvsu,vru1nccrivcr.com . 

4. The possession of alcoholic beverages is prohibited. 

COOPERATION REQUESTED: 
If you see law violators or suspicious activities, contact 

your nearest Commission regional office or call 888-404-
FWCC. You may qualify.for a cash reward.from the Wildlife 
Alert Reward Association. 

The U.S. Departmenf of !he Interior prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
sex or handicap. if you believe that you have been discriminated 
against in any program. activify or facility as described above, 
or if you desire fitrther in.fimnalion, please write lo: The Oj]ice 
for Human Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of the interior, Washington. /J.C. 20240. 'lhe 
project described in !his publication is par/ of a program fimded 
by federal dollars under the Wildlife Restoration Act. Federal 
fimds pay 20 percent of the cost of the program. 

YOUR 
PURCHASE 
SUPPORTS 

~i1'L~ 
"~~~ \l),OAA"-~ 

When you spot law violators or suspicious activities, 
contact your nearest Commission regional office or 

call 

1-888-404-FW CC 

You may qualify for a cash reward from the 

Wildlife Alert Reward Association. 
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This brochure is designed to provide the public with 
information and a summary of regulations pertaining to 
hunting and other recreational use on the Watermelon Pond 
Wildlife and Environmental Area. Regulations that are 
new or differ substantially from last year are shown in 
bold print Area users should familiarize themselves with 
all regulations. For exact wording of the wildlife laws and 
regulations, see the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission's wildlife code, on file with the Secretary of 
State and state libraries. This brochure and the Florida 
Hunting Regulations handbook should provide the 
information necessary for you to plan your hunting 
activities. These publications are available from any 
Commission office, county tax collector and at 
MyFWC.com. 

Persons using wildlife and environmental areas are required 
to have appropriate licenses, permits and stamps. The 
following persons are exempt from all license and permit 
requirements (except for quota permits when listed as "no 
exemptions", recreational use permits, antlerless deer 
permits and the Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp [federal duck stamp]): Florida residents who are 65 
years of age or older; residents who possess a Florida 
Resident Disabled Person Hunting and Fishing Certificate; 
residents in the U.S. Armed Forces, not stationed in Florida, 
while home on leave for 30 days or less, upon submission 
of orders; and children under 16 years of age. Children 
under 16 years of age are exempt from the federal duck 
stamp. Anyone born on or after June 1, 1975 and 16 years 
of age or older must have passed a Commission-approved 
hunter-safety course prior to being issued a hunting license, 
except the Hunter Safety Mentoring exemption allows 
anyone to purchase a hunting license and hunt under the 
supervision of a licensed hunter, 21 years of age or older, 
for one year. 

Licenses and permits may be purchased from county tax 
collectors, license agents, at MyFWC.comflicense or by 
telephone at 888-486-8356. A no-cost Migratory Bird 
Permit is available when purchasing a hunting license. Any 
waterfowl hunter 16 years of age or older must possess a 
federal duck stamp; available where hunting licenses are 
sold, at most post offices or at www.duckstamo.com. 

QUOTA PERMIT INFORMATION: 
Quota permits are not required for this area. 

GENERAL AREA REGULA TIO NS: 
All general laws and regulations relating to wildlife and fish 
shall apply unless specifically exempted for this area. 
Hunting or the taking of wildlife or fish on this area shall be 
allowed only during the open seasons and in accordance 
with the following regulations: 

1. Any person hunting deer or accompanying another 
person hunting deer shall wear at least 500 square 
inches of daylight fluorescent-orange material as an 
outer garment, above the waistline. These provisions 
are not required when hunting with a bow and arrow 
during archery season. 

2. Taking of spotted fawn, swinlming deer or roosted 
turkey is prohibited. Species legal to take are listed 
under each season. 

3. It is illegal to hunt over bait or place any bait or other 
food for wildlife on this area. 

4. Driving a metal object into any tree, or hunting from a 
tree into which a metal object has been driven, is 
prohibited. 

5. No person shall cut, damage or remove any natural, 
man-made or cultural resource without written 
authorization of the landowner or primary land 
manager. 
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6. Taking or attempting lo lake any game with lhe aid of 
live decoys, recorded game calls or sounds, sel guns, 
artificial light, net, trap, snare, drug or poison is 
prohibited. Recorded calls and sounds can be used to 
hunl fw·bear~rs, wild hog and crows. 

7. The wanton and willful waste of wildlife is prohibited. 
8. Hunling, fishing or !rapping is prohibited on any porlion 

of the area posled as closed t.o those activities. 
9. People, dogs, vehicles and other recreational equipment 

are prohibited in areas posted as "Closed to Public 
Access" by FWC administrative action. 

10. Taking or herding wildlife from any motorized vehicle, 
aircra.fl or boat, which is under power is prohibited unlil 
power, and movement from thal power, has ceased. 

11. Most game may be hunted from ½ hour before sunrise 
until ½ hour after sunset (see exceptions for each 
season). 

12. 111e release of any animal is prohibited, without written 
aulhorizalion of the landowner or primary land manager. 

13. TI1e head and evidence of sex may nor be removed from 
the carcass of any deer or turkey on the area. 

14. 111e planting or introduction of any plant is prohibited, 
without wtitten authotization of the landowner or 
p1imary land manage r. 

15. Wild hog may not be transpotted alive. 
16. Littering is prohibited. 
17. Fires are prohibited. 
J 8. A Fish and Wi ldl ife onse1vation ommi ss ion Law 

Enforcement Officer may search any camp, vehicle or 
boat, in accordance with law. 

19. Falconers may hunt during the statewide falco n1y season 
anytime this area is open fo r public access. 

P ULIC ACCESS AND VEHICLES: 
l. Open to public recreational access year round from l ½ 

hours before sumise until 1 ½ hours after sunset. 
2. Persons must enter and exit the area through a designated 

entrance. 
3. Motorized vehicular access is prohibited, except in 

designated parking areas. 
4. Parked vehicles may not obstruct a road, ga te or firelane. 
5. Bicycles may be ridden only on named or numbered 

roads or designated bicycling trails. 
6. Horses may be ridden only on roads and designa ted 

horse trails. 

TERS A D HE K STATIONS: 
Hunling equipment may not be laken onto lhe area until 
after 8 a.m. the day before the openi ng of a season and 
shall be removed by 6 p.m. one day after the end of the 
season. 

G S: 
1. Hunting at night with a gun is prohibited. 
2. Children under lhe age of 16 hunting with a firearm must 

be in the presence of a supervising adult. 
3. No person shall discharge a fireann or have a loaded 

firearm in hand while under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs. 

4. For hunling non-migratory game, only sholguns, rifles 
(muzzleloading and rirnfire only), pis tols, bows, 
crossbows or falconry may be used. 

5. For hunting migratory game, only sholguns, bows, 
crossbows or fa lconry may be used. Sho tguns shall not 
be larger than 10 gauge and shall be incapable of holding 
more than tlu·ee shells in the magazine and chamber 
combined. 

6. Hunting wilh full automatic or silencer-equipped 
firea1ms, cenl.erfire rifles, explosive or drug-injecting 
devices and set guns is prohibited. 

7. The discharge of a firearm outside of pe1iods open to 
hunting or in areas closed to hunting is prohibited per s. 
790.15 FS. 

DOGS: 
1. Hunting with dogs is prohibited except that bird dogs and 

wate1fowl retrievers are allowed dming the small game 
season. 

2. No person shall al low any dog to pursue or molest any 
wildlife dming any period in which the taking ofwi lcllife 
by the use of dogs is prohibited. 

3. Dogs on leashes may be used for trailing wounded game. 
4. Possession of dogs is prohibited, except as allowed in the 

above ru.les. 

CAMl">J G: Prohibited. 

BAG AND POSSESSIO LIMITS: 
1. Deer - Season limit J. 
2. Wild hog- No size or bag limit. 
3. Turkey - Dai ly limit 1, season limit 2, possession limit 2. 
4. Gray squiffel , quail and rabbit - Dai ly limit 12, 

possession limit 24 for each. 
5. Raccoon, opossum, armadilJo, beaver, coyote, skunk and 

nutria - o bag lirni l'. 
6. Bobcat and otter - Possession limit I unless in possession 

of a Trapping License. 
7. Migratory birds - See Migratory Bird Hunting 

Regulations pamphlet. 

ARCHERY SEASO : 
October 13-21. 
Penni!. Sl~mm and License Requiremenls - Hunting license, 

managem ent area permit, archety perm.it, deer permit (if 
hunting deer), wild turkey penn.it (if hunting wild turkey) 
and migratory bird pennil (if hunting migratory birds). 

Legal to Hunl - Any deer (except spotted fawn), wild hog, 
turkey of eilher sex, gray squirrel, quail, rabbi I, raccoon, 
opossum, armadillo, beaver, coyote, sk Wlk, nutria and 
migratory birds in season. 

Alachua County Forever Hunting Business Plan Page 47 



Regulations Unique to Archery Season - In addition lo these 
regulations, all General Area Regulations shall apply. 
Hunting with firemms or crossbows (except by disabled 
crossbow permit) is prohibited, except that centerfire 
shotguns are allowed for hunting migratory birds when 
one or more species are legal to hunt (see Migrato1y Bird 
secl ion and the current MigralOI)' Bird Hunting 
Regulalions pamphlet). 

SMALL GAME SEASON: 
November 16-29 and December 14-29, 
Permit. Slamp and License Requiremenls - Hunting license, 

management area pennit, migratory bird pennit (if 
hunling migralory birds) and slate waterfowl permil and 
federal duck slamp (if hunting waterfowl). 

Legal to 1-lunt - Wild hog, gray squind, quail, rabbit, 
raccoon , opossum, a1madillo, beaver, coyote, skunk, 
nutria and migratory birds in season. Bobcat and otter 
beginning December 14. 

Regulationq Unique to Small Game Season - In addition 1.0 

these regulations, all General Area Regulations shall 
apply, lunting with centerfire rifles is prohibited. 

TRAPPING: Prohibited. 

MIGRATORY BIRD SEASO S: 
Rails, common moorhen, mourning dove, white-winged 

dove, snipe, duck, geese, coot, woodcock and crows may 
be hunted duting seasons established by the ·ommission 
for these species that coincide with the archety or small 
game seasons. 

Petmit, Stamp and License Requirements - Munting license, 
management area permit, migrato1y bird permit, and 
state ware1fowl petmit and federal duck stamp (if hunring 
waterfowl). 

egal to Hunt - See Migratory Bird Hunting Regulations 
pamphlet. 

Regulations nigue to Migratory Bird Seasons - In addition 
to these regulations, all General Area Regulations and 
Migrato1y Bird Regulations shall apply. 

1. Hunting duck, geese and coot with lead shot is 
prohibited. 

2. Centerfire shotguns are allowed for hunting during 
eslablished area seasons when one or more migratory 
birds are legal to hunt. 

FISHING AND FROGGING: 
Allowed year round. 
Permit. Stamp and License Requirements - Fishing license 

(not required when frogging). 
Legal to Take - See Flo1ida Freshwater Fishing Regulalions 

Summary. 
Reo:ulations Unique to Fishing - II General Area 

Regulations and General Freshwater Fishing Regulalions 
shall apply. Shooling frogs is allowed only during the 
listed open hunting seasons and only with lhe legal 
methods of take dwing each parlicular season. 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
l. Infonnation for persons with disabililies can be found at 

MyFWC.com/ ADA. 
2. If you have any questions about this material, please call 

the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission at 386-
758-0525 (IDD 800-955-8771). 

3. FWC is not responsible for protection of personal 
properly and will not be liable for theft of or damage to 
personal properly. 

4. Please report the location of any sick or extremely skinny 
deer to the Clu·onic Wasting Disease hotline, toll free at 
866-293-9282. 

FLORIDA FOREST SERVICER LES ANO J 'FORMATJO ' : 
l. Ihe Flotida Forest Service requires a daily-use fee at 

some of their areas. I-lunters are exempt from paying 
these fees during scheduled hunts and scouting days. For 
information on general recrea1ion and fees , please 
contact the Florida Forest Service at 352-465-8585. 

2. Ihe Florida Forest Service may be conducting forest 
management activities, including but not limited to 
logging and presctibed burning, at any time of the year. 
For cu.,-ent infomiation on activities and areas affected, 
call the Florida Forest Setvice at 352-465-8585. 

COOPERATIO REQUESTED: 
If you see law violators or suspicious activities, contact 

your nearest Commission regional office or call 888-404-
FWCC. You may qualify/or a cash reward from 1he Wildlife 
Alert Reward Association. 

The U.S. Department of the lnten or prohibits 
discrimination on the basi;· of race, color, national origin, 
age, sex or handicap. If you believe that you have been 
discri111ina1ed againsl in any program, aclivity or facility as 
described above, or if you desireji,rrher informalion, please 
write to: The Office for Human Resources, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, Washington, 
D.C. 20240. The project described in this publication is part 
of a program ji,nded by federal dollars under the Wildlife 
Restorarion Ac/. Federal fimds pay 20 percenl of 1he cost of 
1he program. 

When you spot law violators or suspicious activities, 
contact your nearest Commission regional office or 

call 

1-888-404-FW CC 

You may qualify for a cash reward from the 

Wildlife Alert Reward Association. 
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This brochure is designed to provide the public \\ith infonnation and a 
summary of regulations pct1aining to hunting and other recreational use 
on the Lochloosa Wildlife Management Area. Regulations that arc new 
or differ substantially from last year arc shown in bold print. Area 
users shottld familiarize U1emselves wi U1 all regulations. For exact 
wording of the wildlife laws and regulations, see the Florida Fish and 
Wi ldLifc Conservation Commission' s wildlife code, on file with the 
Secretary of State and state libraries. This brochure, the florida Iltmting 
Regulations handbook, and quota pem1it worksheets should provide the 
infom1ation necessary for you to plan your hunting activities. These 
publications are available from any Commission office, county tax 
collector and at MyFWC.com. 

Persons using wildhfe management areas are required to have 
appropriate licenses, pemuts and stamps. TI1e following persons are 
exempt from all license and perm.it requirements (except for quota 
pennits \.vhen listed as ''no exemptions", recreational use pennits, 
antlcrless deer pennits and the Migratmy Bird Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp [federal duck stamp]): Florida residents who arc 65 years of age 
or older; residents who possess a florida Resident Di sabled Person 
Hunting and Fishing Certificate; residents in the U.S. Anncd Forces, not 
stationed in Florida, while home on leave for 30 days or less, upon 
submission of orders; and chi ldren ,mder 16 years of age. Children under 
16 years of age are exempt from the federal duck stamp. Anyone born on 
or a11er Jm1e I , 1975 and 16 years of age or older must have passed a 
Conm1ission-approved hunter-safety course prior to being issued a 
htmting License, except the Ilunter Safety Mentoring exemption allows 
anyone to purchase a hunting license and hunt m1der U1e supervision of a 
licensed hunter, 2 I years of age or older, for one year. 

Licenses and pennits may be purchased from county tax collectors, 
license agents, at Mv FWC.com/license or by telephone at 888-486-8356. 
A no-cost Migralory Bird Penuit is available when purchasing a hunting 
License. Any waterfowl ln mter 16 years of age or older must possess a 
feclernl duck s tamp; available where hllllting licenses are sold, at most 
post o{lices or at ww,v.duckslmnp.com. 

QUOTA PERMIT INFORMATION: 
General Gun - SO, no-cost, quota pcnnits (no exemptions) for each of 3 
hunts. 

Pennit applications: Hunters must submit electronic applications for 
quota and special-opporttmity pennits Urrough the Commission' s Total 
Licensing System (TLS). Worksheets Listing h unts, application periods, 
deadlines and instruct.ions are avai lable at county tax collector's ofiices, 

E 
0 

" 
~ 
>, 

:.: 

FWC offices or MyFWC.com. Quota application periods occur 
throughout the year beginning Aptil I; please refer to the hunting 
handbook or MyFWC.com for specific elates. Worksheets will be 
available about 2 weeks prior lo each application period. 

Guest hunters: For each non-transferable archery, muzzleloacli.ug gllll, 
general gun, wild hog, spring tllfkey and mobility-impaired quota pcnnit 
issued through the Conunission ' s TLS, only one guest pemtit may be 
obtained. The following persons may be a guest hunter, but are not 
required to obtain a guest pennit: a youth tmder 16 years of age, a youth 
supen•isor, a mentor license holder or a mentor license supe1vi sor. A 
quota pennit holder (host) may only bring I guest hunter at a time. ·11,e 
follO\ving persons are not considered to be guest hunters: other quota 
pennit holders, non-hunters and exempt hunters (on area...c; and during 
seasons that allow exemplions). The host musl share the bag Ii.mil wiU1 
U1e guest and the host is responsible for violations Uwl exceed the bag 
limit. The guest and hosl musl. enter mid ex.it lhe area logelher and must 
share a street-legal vehicle while hunting on the area. The guest may 
only hunt while the host is on the area. A person is only eligible for one 
guest pennit per hunt. Guest pcnnits may be obtained from county tax 
collectors, license agents or at MvFWC.com/liccnsc. Guest pem1its may 
be obtained up to and during the last clay of tl1e html. Refer to the quota 
hunt worksheets for additional infonnation. 

Youth and mentor license holders: A youU1 hunter (less than 16 years of 
age) must be superv ised by a person at least 18 years of age. A mentor 
license holder must be supervised by a licensed hunter at least 21 years 
of age. Unless exempt, only those supervisors with proper licenses and 
pennits may hunt. If the supervisor is hunting during any hunt for which 
quota pennits are issued, at lea,;t one person in the party must he in 
possession of a quota pennit. A non-hunting supervisor is allowed to 
accompany a youth or mentor license holder during any hunt. 

Trnnsler of penn.its: Q uota mid guest pemtits are not transferable. A 
positive form of identification is required when using a non-lnmslerable 
penn.it, excepl for a youU1 ,mder 16 years of age. The sale or purchase of 
any quota pcnnit or guest pcnnit is prohibited. 

GENERAL AREA REGULATIONS: 
All general laws and regulations relating to wildlife and fish shall apply 
mtless specifically exempted for Uiis m·ea. Hm1ting or the taking of 
wildlife or fish on this area shall be allowed 01tly during U1e open seasons 
and in accordance with the foUowi.ng regulations: 

I. Any person hw1ti.ng deer or accompanying another perscn hunting 
deer shall wear at least 500 square inches of day Light fluorescent -
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orange material as an outer gannent, above the waistline. These 
provisions are not required when hunting witl1 a bow and arrow 
durin , archery season. 

2. Taki ng of spotted fuwn, swimn1ing deer or roosted turkey is 
prohibited. Species legal to hw1t are listed under each ·eason. 

3. It is illegal to hunt over bait or place any bait or otlier food for 
wildlife on Uris area. 

4. Driving a metal object into any tree, or h1mting from a tree into which 
a metal object has been driver~ is prohibited . 

5. No person shall cut, damage or remove any natural, man-made or 
cul tural resource without written suthorivi li o11 of the lsndowner or 
pri mary land manager. 

6. Taking or attempting 10 take any game with tl,e aid of li ve decoys, 
recorded game calls or som1ds, set glITls, artificial light, ne~ trap, 
snare, drug or poison is prohibited. Recorded calls and sounds can be 
used to hmrt furbearers, wild hog and crows. 

7. The wanton and will fL~ waste of wildlife is prol ribited. 
8. Hunting, fislring or trapping is prol ribited on any portion of the area 

poslcd as closed lo those acliviti c . 
9. People, dogs, vehicles and otl1er recreational equipment are prohibited 

in areas posted as "Closed to Public Access" by l' WC a<lmiirisfrative 
acriort 

10. Takin~ or herding wi ldli fe from any motorized vehicle, aircraft or 
boot, which is m1der power is prohibited until power, and movement 
from that power, has ceased. 

11 . Most game may be hw11ed from ½ hour before smu-ise until ½ hour 
after sunset (sec exceptions for each season). 

12. The release of any animal is prohibited, witl1out written autl1orization 
ofU,e landowner or primary land manager. 

13. The head and evider,ce of sex may not be removed from the carcass of 
any deer or turkey on tl1e area. 

14. The planting or introduction of any non-native plant i prohibited, 
wi thout written auU1orization of U,e landowner or primary land 
manager. 

I Wi Id hog mny not be transported alive. 
16. Littering is prohibited. 
17. Fiies are prohibited. 
18. A Fish and Wildlife Conservation Comnrission Law Enforcement 

Otlicer may search any camp, vehi cle or boat, in accordance with 
law. 

19. Falconers may hm1t during Ll1e sla lewide falconry season anyfune a 
management area is open for public access. Falconers are not exempt 
from quota permi ts during hrn1ts req1~ring them. 

PU 8L,JC ACCESS . I) VEH ICLES: 
I . Open to public recreational access year round. 
2. Vehicles and bicycles may be used on establi shed roads only. 
3. All-terrain velricles, tracked vehicles and unlicensed and rn,registered 

motorcycles are prohibited. 
4. Parked vehicl s may not obstruct a road, gate or firelane. 
5. No motor vehicle shall be operated on any pa rt of any wil dli fe 

management area Lliat has been designated as closed to velricular 
lra f6c. 

6. Horse are allowed only duri ng peri ods cl ed lo h,mting and nl y on 
est a bli sherl roads. 

H UNTERS I) CHl;CK STATIO 'S: 
Hunling equipment may not be laken onto tJ,e W"MA until afier a.m. 
tJ1e day before the opening of • ea n and hall be removed by G p.m. 
one day after the end of Ll1e season. 

GUNS: 
1. Hunting with archery equipment or fireann on or from U1e rights--of­

way of Comity Road 325 is prolribited. 
2. Huntin<> at night with a gim is prohibited (sec general gim and small 

game seasons for exceptions). 
3. Muzzleloading guns used for taking deer must be .40 caliber or larger, 

if firing a single btule~ or be 20 gauge or larger if firiI1g lwo or more 
balls. 

4. Children under the age of 16 hunting with a firearm must be in the 
presence of a supervising adult. 

5. No person shall di.schar-ge a firearm or have a loaded firearm in hand 
while m1der the in.tluence of alcohol or dmgs. 

6. f"or hm1ring non-migratory game, only shotguns, ri fles, pistols, bows, 
crossbow or ful comy may be used. Hunting during the spring turkey 
season wiU1 firearms oLlier Uum shot •uris or usir , a shot size larger 
than #2 is proltibited 

7. f"or hunting rrrigratory game, only shotgmIB, bows, crossbows or 
falconry may be used. Shotguns shall not be larger than IO gauge and 
hal I be inc pable of holdi11g more lha11 three ·hells in t.he magazi ne 

and chamber combined 
8. 1-Im1ting deer witl1 rimfrre or non-expanding, full metal jackel 

(military ball) ammunition is prolribi ted . 
9. Hunling witJ, f,~I autornali c or silencer-equipped ti reann -- cenlerfire 

emi-automatic rifles having a magazine cap0ble of holding more than 
five rounds, explosive or drug-iI\jecting de,~ces arid set guns is 
prohibited. 

I 0. The discharge o( a fi reann ou ide or peri od, open lo hunling or in 
area closed to h1u1ting is prohibited per s. 790.15 l'S. 

DOGS: 
I . Hunting deer with dogs i allowed. 
2. Hunting wild hog witl1 dogs is prohibited. 
3. Dogs used for hunting may be taken onto U,e WMA after 8 a.m. U,e 

day before the operring of a season and shall be removed by 6 p.m. 
one day after tl1c end of the sea on. 

4. No person shall allow any dog to pursue or mole t any wildlife during 
any period in which the taking of ,vildli fe by U,e use of dogs is 
prohibited. 

5. Dogs on leashes may be used for trailing wounded game. 
6. f"or purpose otl1er U1an lumting, dogs are allowed, but mu t be kept 

under physical resfraint at all limes. 

CAM PrNG: Prohibited. 

BAC AND POSSESSION LIMITS: Dllling quota hlll1i:s, host hm1ters 
ar,<l guesls must share all bag and possession lirrrits. 

I. Deer • Daily limi t 2, possession limit 4. During archery season, that 
limit may include any combination of antlered and antlerless deer, 
<luring other seasons only antlered deer may be taken. 

2. Wild hog • o bag or size limit. 
3. Turkey • Daily li mit I, sea on limit 2, possession limit 2. 
4. Gray s,1nirrel, quail and rabbit• Daily limit 12, possession li.t1lit 24 for 

each. 
5. Raccoon, oposswn, armadillo, beaver, coyote, skunk and nutria • No 

bag limits. 
6. Bobcat and otter - Possession li.t1rit I imless in posSession of a 

·rrapping Li cense. 
7. Migratory birds - See Migratory Bird Hw,ting RegulatiorIB pampltlet. 

ARCHERY SEASON: 
Seplember 22 through October 21. 
Pe:nniL Stamp and Li cen e: Re(uii rements - Hun ting li cense, management 

area permit, archery permit, rleer permit (i f hunting deer), wi ld turkey 
pemril (if htmting wild turkeys), migratory bird permit (i f hw,ting 
mi grat ry birds), and state waterf. wl permit and fede ral duck tamp 
(if h,mting waterfowl). 

Legal to Hrn1t · Any deer (except spotted fawn), wild hog, turkey of either 
sex, gray squiirel, quail, rabbit, racco01~ opossmn, annadillo, beaver, 
coyote, skwtk, nutria and migrat.ory birds in season. 

Regulations Unique lo Archery Season - In addibon l the e regula li ons, 
all General Area Regulations shall apply. Hunting witl1 firearms or 
crossbows (except by disabled crossbow 1iemri t) is prohibited, except 
that centertire shotguns are aU owed 6 r hunting mi gratory birds when 
one or more specie are legal lo hunt (see Migr tory Bird ection and 
the current Migratory Bird Hunting Reg1tlations pampltlet). 
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MUZZLELOADING GUN SEASON: 
October 26-28. 
Permit. Stmnp and License Remlirements - Hwttir" license, management 

area pennit, mu;zzleloadi ng gun permit, deer pennit (if Imming deer) 
and migratory bird pennit (iflamting migratory bird ). 

Legal to Hrnrt - Deer with at least one antler 5 incites or more in length, 
wild hog, gray squirrel, quail, rabbit, raccoo,~ oposswn, armadillo, 
beaver, coyote, skunk, nur.ri a and mi gratory birds in season. 

Regulations Unique to M,122leloading Gun Season - In addition to Ll1ese 
reg1tlations, all General Area Regulations shall apply. Munting with 
archery equipmcm l or (i rearms) 01J1eT than munleloadi ng g1ms, is 
proltibited, except that centerfire shotguns are allowed fo r hunti ng 
migratory birds when one or more species are legal to h,u1t (see 
l\lligratory Bird section and Ll,e current Migratory Bird Hunting 
Regulations pamphlet). 

GE ' SEASON: 
ovember 3-16. November 17 through December2 and December 3-30. 

Permit, Slarnp and License Req11irernenLs - Quota pcrmiL, hunling li cense, 
management area permit, deer permit (i flmnting deer), migratory bird 
permit (if hw1ting migratory birds), and state waterfowl pennit and 
federal duck starnp (if hwiting waterfowl). 

Legal to Hunt - Deer with at least one antler 5 inchc or more in length, 
wild hog, gray squirrel, quail , rabbit, raccoon., opossum, armadillo, 
beaver, coyote, skunk, nutria and migratory birds in season. Bobcat 
and otter begiiming December I . 

Regulati ons Unique lo C-,enera l Gun Season - In addition to the c 
reg1tlations, all General Area Regulations shall apply. Raccoon or 
oposswn may be hw,ted al night by Ll1e aid of a light and dogs, wiU1 
. 22 rirnfire firearms oU,er U,an .22 magnum, or wiLl, a single-shot .4 IO 
gauge shotgun using shot no larger IJ1an No. 6. ·t he h1mting of 
raccoon or oposs1u11 llllder the provision of tltis paragra ph by display 
or use of a light from a moving vehicle, boat or animal is prohibited. 

SMALL GAME SEASO : 
December 31 through March 3. 
Pennit. Stanw and License Remlirements - H,u1ting license, management 

area permit, migratory bird permit (if hunting rnigratory birds), arid 
state waterfowl permit and foderal duck stamp (if hunting waterfowl). 

Legal to Hunt - Wild hog, gray squirrel, quail, rabbit, raccom, opoSSllll\ 
annadillo, beaver, coyote, skunk, nutria and migratory birds in 
season. Bobcat and otter Uuough March I. 

Regulati ons Unique to Small Ga me Season - In addition to the-c 
reg1tlations, all General Area Regulatims shall apply. 

I. Hun ting with center6re rifle is prohibited. 
2. Raccoon or 0possUI11 may be hw1ted al rright by U1e aid of a light and 

dogs, with .22 rimfi re firearms other than .22 magnum, or with a 
single-shot .4 10 gauge shotgun using shot no larger than o. 6. The 
hunting of raccoon or op urn under I.h e pr vi sion of this para1,..-aph 
by display or use of a light from a moving vehicle, boat or animal is 
prohibited. 

TRA PPING: Prohibited 

SPRING TURKEY SEASO 
YouLl1 Turkey: March 9-10. 
Spring Turkey: March 16 r:h rough April 21 . 
Permit, Stamp and Li cense R.e<1uirements. - Htmbng license) management 

area permit and wild turkey pem1it 
Legal to H,mt - Bearded l'llfkey or gobbler. 
Regulati ons Unique r.o Spring Turkey Season - In additi n to these 

regufati ns, all General Area Reg11latian shall apply. 
1. Legal shooting hours are ½ hour before sunrise until I p.m. 
2. H,uiting oU,er animals is prohibited. 
3. Hunting with firearms other than shotguns or usin° a shot size larger 

l),an #2 i prof1i bi led 
4. During tl1e youtl1 turkey hunt, only youtl1 under 16 years of age may 

hunt arid must be wider Ll,e supervision and in Ute presence of an adult 
not younger Llian 18 years of age . Adul ts wiU, required licenses and 

permits for taking wild turkeys may participate when in the presence 
of a youth, but may not harvest a wild turkey. 

MIGRATORY BIRD SEASO S: 
Rails, corrunm moorher~ mourning dove., white-winged dove, snipe, 

woodcock and crows may be lnmted during seasons established by tl1e 
Commission for these pecies Ll1at coincide wiU, Lhe archery, 
m112Zleloading gun, general gun or small game seasons. Duck, geese 
and coot may be lumted d,uing seasons established by Ll1e 
Conm1ission for tliese species. 

Penn il, Stamp and l.icense Requiremenls - Quota penn.il (i(hun6ng dnring 
any quota period), hunti ng li cense, management area pem1 it, 
migratory bird pennit, and stat wa terfowl pemtit and federal du k 
stamp (if hunting waterfowl). 

\.<:gal 10 Hun t - Sec Migratory Bird Hunting Reg ul atiorn; pamphlet. 
Regulations Unique to Migrato,y Bird Seasons - In additim1 to tl1ese 

regulations, all General Area Reg ,tlations and Migratory Bird 
Reg,~ations shall apply. 

I . Hunling duck, geese and coot wi 0, lead shot is prohibited. 
2. Cenlerfire hotg101s are allowed for hunting during established area 

seasons when one or more migratory birds are legal lo h,rr,t. 

FISHING AND FROGGING: 
Allowed vear round . 
Penni!; Stamp and License Requirements - Fishing license (not required 

wl,en frogging) . 
Legal to Take - See Florida Freshwater Fishing Regnl ations Swnmary. 
Regulations Unim1e to Fi bing and Frogging - All General Area 

Regulations and General Freshwater Fishing Regulations shall apply . 
Shooting frogs is allowed ortly during Ll,e listed open hunting seasons 
and onl y with the legal methods of take during each pa rti ci~ ar season. 

CENERAL INF'ORMATION: 
I. Information for persons wiLl, disabilities can be found at 

MyFWC.com/ADA. 
2. If you have any que lions about tltis material , please call tlte Fish and 

Wildli fe Conservation Commission al 386-758-0525 (1'OD 800-955-
8771). 

3. FWC is not responsibl e for pr tection of personal property and will 
not be liable for tl1eft of or damage to personal propeny. 

4. Please report Ll,e location of ar,y sick or extremely skirmy deer lo Ll1e 
Cluonic Wasting Disease hoUine, toll free at 866-293-9282. 

COOPERATIO ' REQUESTED: 
!fyou see law violators or suspicious activities, contact your neOYest 

Commission regional office or ca/1 888- 404-FWCC. You may qualify f or a 
cash rewr,rdji-om the Wildlife Alert Reward Associt1lion. 

TJ1e U.S. Dept1rlmenl of the Interior prol,ibils discrimi,w lion on !he 
basis of race, color, notional origin, agei sex or handicap. If you believe 
Iha/ you have been discriminaled against in any program, activity or 
facility as described ahove. or if you desire Ji,rther irifo,mation, plet,se 
write to: The Office f o1· Htnnan Resources, US Fish and Wildlife Se1',ice, 
Departmenl of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 20240. 7/ie project 
described in this p11blicolion is port of o program fimded by federal do/Ion 
under the Wildlife Restoration ACI. Federal fimds pay 20 percetll of the 
cost of the progmm. 

When you spot law violators or suspicious activities, 
contact your nearest Comm ission regiona l ollice or 

call 

1-888-404-FW CC 

You may quality for a cash reward from the 

Wildlife Alert Reward Association. 
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