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Alachua County,
Florida

UTILITIES IN
COUNTY ROW



Board Question #1

e Staff to provide expanded code
language that would make landscaping
one of the conditions for which the

County could request the movement of
utilities.



Response #1-County Attorney

Florida Statutes Chapter 337

 Chapter 337.401 (1) (a)
- defines local government as the “authority” over public roads

- defines local government to prescribe reasonable rules or
regulations.

 Chapter 337.403 (1)

- states that if found by the local authority to be unreasonably
interfering in any way with the convenient, safe, or continuous use,
or the maintenance, improvement, extension, or expansion, of
such public road the utility owner shall, upon 30 days’ written
notice to the utility or its agent by the authority, initiate the work
necessary to alleviate the interference at its own expense.




Response #1-County Attorney

Define “landscaping as a roadway
enhancement and improvement” in
Alachua County Chapter 367 Utility
Installation Ordinance

Modify Alachua County Utility
Accommodation Guide to include a section

for landscaping in the Right of Way
Proposed language will not be retroactive



Response #1-County Attorney

Define “landscaping as a roadway enhancement and improvement” in Chapter 367,
Section 367.02.

Proposed Language:

Enhancement: Any project approved by the Board of County Commissioners within a
public right-of-way intended to enhance the usability and function of the right-of-
way, including for pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular traffic. Enhancements include,
but are not limited to, the construction of sidewalks and the placement of trees in
accordance with a Board of County Commissioners approved Tree Planting Work
Plan.

Improvement: The construction of streets and all related appurtenances, bridges,
utilities, pedestrian ways, bikeways, or planting of landscaping in connection with an
approved development or public works project, whether involving the subdivision of
land or not, in connection with a Board of County Commissioners approved Tree
Planting Work Plan project within a public right-of-way.




Response #1-County Attorney

Add a new Section 367.03.1 for Trees or other vegetation within rights-of-way;
removal or damage in Alachua County Chapter 367.

Proposed Language:

The removal, cutting, marring, defacing, or destruction of any trees or other
vegetation, either by direct personal action or by causing any other person to take
such action, within the County’s public rights-of-way is prohibited unless prior
written permission to remove or cut such trees or other vegetation has been granted
by the Department, except where normal tree trimming is required to ensure the
safe operation of utility facilities and such tree trimming is performed in accordance
with the provisions of the County’s Utility Accommodations Guide dated . The
department shall adopt rules for the implementation of this section in its Utility
Accommodation Guide to achieve protection of trees and vegetation within the
rights-of-way while at the same time assuring safe utility operations.



Response #1-Public Works

Modify Alachua County Utility Accommodation Guide to include a
section for landscaping in the Right of Way

Proposed Language:

UTILITY RELOCATION DUE TO ROAD RECONSTRUCTION, ENHANCEMENT, MAINTENANCE,
IMPROVEMENT, EXTENSION OR EXPANSION PROJECT:

The Utility shall relocate the utilities at their own expense due to road reconstruction,
enhancement, maintenance, improvement, extension or expansion project in County right-of-
way as defined in Alachua County Chapter 367 Utility Installation Ordinance and governed by
provisions of Chapter 337 Florida Statutes.

TREE REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED LANDSCAPE VEGETATION:

The Utility shall replace any landscape vegetation removed or irreparably damaged by the
Utility at their own expense as approved by County Horticulturist. Landscape vegetation
includes all plants that have been placed within the County right-of-way. All tree trimming of

existing trees or tree canopy in County maintained R/W shall be done in accordance with ANSI
A300 (Part 1) Pruning Standards and ANSI A300 (Part 8) Root Management Standards.



Board Question #2

Staff to provide a list of County
maintained roadways collector size or
larger that have the types of permits
described. A map format would be the
preferred method. Provide an example
copy of the permit.



Response #2-Public Works

Map of Alachua County Collector and
Arterial Roads.

Example of Alachua County Utility
Permit



Response #2-Public Works
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ALACHUA COUNTY
PUBLIC WORKS

PHONE: 352-374.5245
.FAX: 352-337-6243
MAILING ADDRESS:
5620 NW 120TH LANE
GAINESVILLE, FL 32653

Date: May 28, 2019
Prepared by: S. Amold
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Permit Fee: $85.00
GRU e No.: U-AC-8-17

ALACHUA COUNTY
UTILITY PERMIT

COMPLIANCE WITH STATE STATUTE 337.40 THRU 337.408 PERMIT NO. { 27 = | L

Dane: Februacy 27, 2017 Permit Approved Y? No i )

Subject: County Road No.: SW 63™ BlwdiSW 62 Ave - Force Main Relocation 'é{.

Berween Road MNo. ﬁﬂ{ iArcher Road) and Road Mo.: SR 121 CWilliston Boasd)

PERMITTEE: I, 10N, REAL ESTATE DEPT, Phone No. 334-3400 ext, 1216

Permittes’s Address w 32614-T

Comact Person: Peter Simms, GRU Wastewares Dept (357) 214-0878 mﬁaﬂmSps
DFFICE, GAINESVILLE, 352-548-1244

IF CONTRACTOR IS TO DO WORK: A8 HOURS PRIOR TO BEGINMING WORK

Contractor's Name FPhone No.

Contractor's Address

Street # P.O. Box City State Zip Code
Caontact Person

NOTE: Fill ow fully if Contractor is not known; notify County as soon as that information is availabile.
Requesting permission from the Alachua Coumty Public Works J:vepanmm[ bereinafier called The Department, 1o comstruct,

operate and maintain: 300 /- 12" dia. DR-18 PV force iz _im the westerly ROW of SV
637 Blvd/SW _62°* Ave heginning at STA 132+ 80 and ending at §mﬁmiahmmmmm

Mote: The existing 127 force main is this lecation will be removed as shown.
1. Propesed waork is within the corporate Hmits of a municipality Yes ( » MNo X)

Name of municipality: City of Gainesville RIGHT OF WAE;SLIJ}SEN.:F:ERMIT DMLY

A letier of concurrence from municipality is attached_

. Applicant dsclares that prior to filing this application he has ascertained the location of all existing utilities, both aerial and
ander groum .
A lerter of notification was mailed on __ 20242017 o the following v
ATET, Cox Comm GRU Gas Department

3. State rightofway is invelved Yes( ) MNo(X)

. It is expressiy stipulated that this permit is 2 license for permissive use only and that the placing of facilities upon public

Property pursuant o this permit shall not operate 10 cocate or vest any property right in said hokier.

5. Whenewer pecessary for consguction, repair, improvemnsnl, mainfcnance, safe and efficient operation, alteration or
relocation of all. or any portion of said highway as detsrmined by the Public Works Department, any or afl of said poles,
wires, pipes. cables or other facilities and appurtenances authorized hereunder, shall be immediately removed from said
highway, or reset or relocated thereon as required by the Public Works Depar tment, and at the expense of the Permines
umless reimbursement is authorized.

6. All work shall meet Department standards and be performed under the supervision of the Public Works Department.

L All matesials and equipment shall be subjecs 0 inspection by the Public Works Deparfment. -

B. All Department property shall be restored to its original condition as far as practical, in keeping with Department
specifications, and in a manner satisfactory 1o the Department.

. All installations shall conform to the Department's Utility Accommodation Guide in effect the date permit is approved

10. The attached sketch covering detsils of this installation shall be made a part of this permit

11, The Peomittes shall commence acrual eonstruction in good faith -within sixty (60) days from the date of said permit
approval and shall be completed within 120 days. Thi it expires a e end of 60 d if no work
begun,

1z. The constriction and maintenance of such utility shall not interfers with the propercty and rights of a prior Permittes

RECENED

e
Start aerlc 31277
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Special Conditions: Re-grade, seed, fectilize and mulch all disturbed areas.

Special Instructions
Design Standards, S a orta ) T
install Il be in aceordance with the m ent issue of the FOOT Utility Accommedation Guide,

It is understood and agroed that the rights and privileges hesein sct out are granted only to the extent of the Counry’s right,
title and isterest in the land to be entered upon and used by the Permitice. The Peymitice agrees in consideration of the
benefits derived by the granting of this permit and the Coumty's coordination of the Permimee's facilities with other urilities
amd wansporiation facilities on this right-of-way, the Permittoe will to the extent permitted by, and in accordancs with F.S.
768,28, ar all dmes, assume all risk of and indemnify, defend, and save harmiless Alachua County, its Department of
Public Works employees and agents, from and against any and all loss, damage, cost or expense arising from Permittes’s
negligent acts or omissions, or the negligent acts or emissions of Permities’s Officers or employees in the exercise or
aticmpied exercises by said bolder of the aforesaid righes and privileges. During construction, all safety regulations of the
State and County shall be observed and the Permirnee must take such measures, including placing and display of safety
devices, as may be necessary in order to safely conduct the public through the project area in accordance with the State and
Federal traffic safesy siandards.

The Permittes further agrees, in consideration of the aforesaid benefits, the Permitiee will hold harmiess and indemmify,
Alachua County, its Public Works Deparument employees and agents, against all loss and damage o the Permittes's
facilitics and property, including loss of use, and loss of income, in accordance with the provisions of F.S. 76828, as
amended.

The Permitiee shall be solely respomsible for relocation of its facilities in the event of funre roadway improvements.

The Office of the Public Works Deparoment named in paragraph six shall be notified forty-eight (48) hours in advance
before starting work.

In the case of non—compliance with the Department's requirerents this permit is void and the facility will have m be made
to comply with such requirements or be removed from the RW ar no cost o the Deparoment,

Submirtted by: GAINESVILLE REGIOMNAL UTILITIES Place Corporate Seal
Permitt

S T
At ia s,

Signature and’ Title: Amested

Tiffany Davis, Land Rights Coordinator

Roadway construction is proposed or underway. Ves ( ) No i

Proposed installation is in sccordance with Ye—s(d"f Nedl )

#Alachua County's Ac odation
.E»—ﬁn‘

Approved by

F,k‘ounry Engineer = - Dane

5 A2 7
-

ACPW USE ONLY .
DATE WORK STARTED: 37377 COMPLETED: 3 /&/5/.«/5))

ACPW ACCEPTANCE (Initial by lnf-;pecw:]M

verr_ B 7 flom A fora [ Copa s etion  oree TP e £
LocaTioN_SEE A Wachad Dimpoitg  restoraTion

TRAFFIC CONMTROL AN STGNING:

INSPECTED BY:

REMARKS:

WU RE PERMIT S COUNTYPERMIT. FRM. DOC
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Board Question #3

* Provide the standard language used by
the County in such permits.

13



Response #3-Public Works

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE UTILITY PERMIT

It is expressly stipulated that this permit is a license for permissive use
only and that the placing of facilities upon public property pursuant to this
permit shall not operate to create or vest any property right in said
holder.

Whenever necessary for construction, repair, improvement, maintenance, safe
and efficient operation, alteration or relocation of all, or any portion of said
highway as determined by the Public Works Department, any or all of said
poles, wires, pipes, cables or other facilities and appurtenances authorized
hereunder, shall be immediately removed from said highway, or reset or
relocated thereon as required by the Public Works Department, and at the
expense of the permittee unless reimbursement is authorized.

The Permittee shall be solely responsible for relocation of its facilities in the
event of future roadway improvements.

14



Board Question #4

e Staff to provide for Board
consideration a more formal process
for when and how landscaping by
utilities can be approved by the Public
Works Director/County Engineer for a
utility with a permit.

15



Response #4-Public Works

PROPOSED LANGUAGE ADDITION TO THE CURRENT
UTILITY PERMIT (/talics and underlined)

Whenever necessary for construction, repair, reconstruction,
enhancement, extension, expansion, improvement, maintenance,
safe and efficient operation, alteration or relocation of all, or any
portion of said highway as determined by the Public Works
Department, any or all of said poles, wires, pipes, cables or other
facilities and appurtenances authorized hereunder, shall be
immediately removed from said highway, or reset or relocated
thereon as required by the Public Works Department, and at the
expense of the permittee unless reimbursement is authorized.

16



Response #4-Public Works

PROPOSED LANGUAGE ADDITION TO THE CURRENT UTILITY PERMIT

a) Is any tree or native vegetation trimming or pruning required? Yes( ) No( )

All tree trimming of existing trees or tree canopy in County maintained R/W shall be done in accordance with
ANSI A300 (Part 1) Pruning Standards and ANSI A300 (Part 8) Root Management Standards.

b) Is regulated native tree removal required of trees 8 inches or larger in diameter (wide as 4.5 feet above
grade) Yes( ) No( )

All regulated trees shall be protected from damage and/or mitigated if damaged or removed, consistent with
Article 2 of the Alachua County Land Development Code 406.13.

c) Is regulated native tree removal required of trees 8 inches or larger in diameter (wide as 4.5 feet above
grade) on private property outside of County Right of Way consistent with Article 2 of the Alachua County
Land Development Code 406.10. Yes( ) No( )

Tree removal permits for private property are obtained from the Growth Management Department and are
attached to this application if required.

17



Board Question #5

Staff to provide language for criteria for
landscaping in the development review process
for new corridors and allow for some process to
follow if the developer and utility do not agree.
The proposed language should be a fairly loose
approach where the County gets in ahead of the
development review process and gives the County
some rights with the developer. The code should
specify landscaping requirements for corridors,
with a provision that allows the County to reopen
the process if the utility refuses to put in service.

18



Response #5 - Growth
Management

Street Trees are a required element of nearly all
new roadways

. Section 407.43.1(b) has requirements for tree selection, spacing and
planting areas

. Section 407.43.3 requires that utilities be designed to provide clearance
from the mature height of trees and landscaping

. Table 407.141.1 identifies which roadway cross-section require street
trees

All Final Development Plans include a requirement
that changes after approval require resubmittal

19



Backup

. Florida Statutes Chapter 337.401, 337.403

Material

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App mode=Display Statute&URL=0300-0399/0337/Sections/0337.401.html

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0337/Sections/0337.403.html

. Alachua County Utility Installation Ordinance Chapter 367.05

https://library.municode.com/FL/alachua_county/codes/code of ordinances?nodeld=PTIIIUNLADECO TIT36IN_CH367UTINRE

. Alachua County Utility Accommodation Guide

. Map of Collector and Arterial streets

. Example of Utility Permit

. Proposed Utility Right of Way Use Permit

. ANSI A300 (Part 1) Pruning Standards and ANSI A300 (Part 8) Root Management Standards

. Alachua County Land Development Regulation 406.10, 406.13, 407.43.1 (b), 407.43.3, 407.141 (h)-Table 407.141.1

https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code

of ordinances?nodeld=PTIIIUNLADECO TIT40LADERE CH406NAHIREPR ARTIITRNAVE S406.10AP

https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code

of ordinances?nodeld=PTIIIUNLADECO TIT40LADERE CH406NAHIREPR ARTIITRNAVE S406.13REREMIRE

https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code

of ordinances?nodeld=PTIIIUNLADECO TIT40LADERE_CH407GEDEST ARTIVLA S407.43.1RETRPLLA

https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code

of_ordinances?nodeld=PTIIIUNLADECO TIT40LADERE CH407GEDEST ARTIVLA S407.43.3LAUTSEAR

https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code

_of_ordinances?nodeld=PTIIIUNLADECO_TIT40LADERE_CH407GEDEST_ARTXIIIACMASTNEST_S407.141MIDECOSTSTDRSY
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-0399/0337/Sections/0337.401.html
https://library.municode.com/FL/alachua_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIIIUNLADECO_TIT36IN_CH367UTINRE
https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIIIUNLADECO_TIT40LADERE_CH406NAHIREPR_ARTIITRNAVE_S406.10AP
https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIIIUNLADECO_TIT40LADERE_CH406NAHIREPR_ARTIITRNAVE_S406.13REREMIRE
https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIIIUNLADECO_TIT40LADERE_CH407GEDEST_ARTIVLA_S407.43.1RETRPLLA
https://library.municode.com/fl/alachua_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIIIUNLADECO_TIT40LADERE_CH407GEDEST_ARTIVLA_S407.43.3LAUTSEAR

