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By Ana Ceballos
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — A 
hard-line group that 
wants to “defeat immi-
g r a t i o n  a n a r c h y ”  i n 
Florida influenced the 
drafting of a Senate pro-
posal that would ban 
so-called sanctuary cities, 
one of the legislative ses-
sion’s most politically 
charged fights.

A bill sponsored by Sen. 
Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, 
would give the attorney 
general authority to take 
action against local gov-
ernments, an approach 
suggested in January by a 
lawyer for the group Flo-
ridians for Immigration 
Enforcement, according 
to emails obtained by The 
News Service of Florida.

In addition to the bill 
reflecting the sugges-
tion about the attorney 
general, a Senate staff 
analysis also includes a 
controversial list pro-
vided by Floridians for 
Immigration Enforce-
m e n t  t h a t  l a b e l s  1 5 
municipalities as “sanc-
tuary cities” — or what 
the group calls “anarchy 
cities.”

Gruters’ office worked 
with David Caulkett, the 
organization’s vice pres-
ident who also serves 
as a Florida adviser for 
another hard-line group, 
the Federation for Ameri-
can Immigration Reform, 
or FAIR.

Caulkett told the News 
Service of Florida that 
his group, which he says 
is an “anti-illegal immi-
gration” activist group, 
worked closely with 
Gruters in the drafting of 
the bill (SB 168), but he 
refused to provide details 
on specific language dis-
cussed between the group 
and the senator.

“Of course we helped,” 
Caulkett told the News 
Service. “How influential 
we were? I don’t know. I 
can’t say.”

A glimpse of those dis-
cussions, however, can 
be seen in emails between 
the group and the sena-
tor’s office, including 
how the group warned 
Gruters that distributing 
the list of 15 municipali-
ties could cause problems 
if spread widely.

“Per Senator Gruters’ 
request, the list of sanc-
tuary cities in Florida, or 
as I call them Anarchy 
Cities, is attached … (Flo-
ridians for Immigration 
Enforcement) suggests 
you consider not widely 
distributing the list as that 
would just create prob-
lems,” Caulkett wrote to 
Joshua Barnhill, a staff 
member in Gruters’ office.

Gruters still shared the 
information, and it was 
included in a staff analy-
sis of the bill, along with 
the research of another 
controversial group, the 
Center for Immigra-
tion Studies, or CIS. The 
move, as Caulkett pre-
dicted, caused problems 
in committee hearings.

“Do you know or did 
you know that CIS and 
FAIR are anti-immigrant 
hate groups?” Sen. Janet 
Cruz, D-Tampa, asked 
Gruters on March 12 
during a committee meet-
ing. “How did this happen 
in our analysis?”

“That’s the first time I 
have heard them charac-
terized as anti-immigrant 
hate groups,” said Grut-
ers,  who doubles as 
chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Florida.

The Southern Poverty 
Law Center website cat-
egorizes the Center for 
Immigration Studies and 
FAIR as a “hate groups” 
because John Tanton, 
who helped form the 
groups, has “expressed 
his wish that America 
remains a majority-white 
population: a goal to be 
achieved, presumably, 
by limiting the number of 

non-whites who enter the 
country.”

Pushing back against 
that “hate group” label, 
the Center for Immigra-
tion Studies filed a lawsuit 
in January, arguing the 
organization has been 
damaged by the “conspir-
acy to falsely call it a hate 
group,” court records 
show. Caulkett told the 
News Service that the 
Southern Poverty Law 
Center is a “scumbag 
organization” and that 
it’s “laughable” to be 
labeled a “hate group.”

Gruters said Caulkett’s 
group “did not contribute 
anything toward the lan-
guage that is in SB 168.”

But the group’s attor-
ney in January suggested 
changing a provision that 
would have given author-
ity to state attorneys to 
ensure local governments 
don’t limit cooperation 
with immigration author-
ities. The attorney made a 
recommendation to “drop 
State Attorneys so just the 
Attorney General handles 
prosecutions,” emails 
show. Gruters' bill cur-
rently has the attorney 
general handling enforce-
ment, which Attorney 
General Ashley Moody 
supports.

“We understand that 
the association of State 
Attorneys, FPAA (the 
F l o r i d a  P r o s e c u t i n g 
Attorneys Association), 
will oppose the bill as 
written,” Caulkett said 
in an email.

An effort by the group 
to have more language 
included in the bill, but 
Gruters’  staff  put it 
through the bill draft-
ing process. In a January 
email, Caulkett attached 
two bills to an email and 
asked to “get the bills into 
bill drafting ASAP.”

“Thanks for sending 
over, David. I put them 
both in bill drafting ear-
lier this morning,” wrote 
Barnhill, the Gruters 
staff member, in a Jan. 23 
email.

That language did not 
make into the bill.

W h e n  a s k e d  h o w 
involved the group was 
with the bill, Gruters told 
the News Service of Florida 
said it has no involvement, 
“other than as advocates.” 
Gruters said bill language 
was adjusted based on 
discussions with Senate 
Judiciary Chairman David 
Simmons, R-Altamonte 
S p r i n g s ,  a n d  P i n e l -
las County Sheriff Bob 
Gualtieri.

Anti-sanctuary city 
proposals in the House and 
Senate have sailed through 
committees this year. The 
Senate has moved faster 
than in previous years, 
when attempts to pass 
the measure failed. In the 
House, the bill now has 
only has to clear one more 
committee.

House sponsor Cord 
Byrd, R-Neptune Beach, 
said he has worked with 
Gruters and Gualtieri, 
adding there was “no 
coordination with out-
side groups” to amend the 
House bill (HB 527).

Byrd’s bill includes 
tougher penalties for 
local governments that do 
not comply with federal 
immigration authorities, 
including allowing lawsuits 
against local governments 
if undocumented immi-
grants are freed and kill or 
injure people.

Sensing that Republi-
can lawmakers, with the 
help of Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis, are more receptive to 
cracking down on illegal 
immigration this year, 
Caulkett said he is hopeful 
Florida will “defeat immi-
gration anarchy.”

“And please quote me 
on that, we are not fight-
ing sanctuary cities, 
they are anarchy cities,” 
Caulkett said. “Not only 
do they disobey the law, 
but I question their loy-
alty to this country.”

Group works to 
sway ‘sanctuary 
cities’ bill

By Marcia Dunn 
The Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL — 
NASA has nixed the first 
all-female spacewalk 
over a spacesuit sizing 
issue.

A s t r o n a u t  A n n e 
McClain was supposed 
to float out of the Inter-
national Space Station 
this Friday with newly 
arrived Christina Koch, 
to replace old batter-
ies. But McClain pulled 
herself from the lineup 
b e c a u s e  t h e r e ' s  n o t 
enough time to get two 
medium suits ready for 
them. Koch will go out 
with a male crewmate, 
Nick Hague.

NASA spokeswoman 
Brandi Dean said Tues-
d a y  t h a t  M c C l a i n 
trained before flight in 
both medium and large 

spacesuits. She wore a 
medium when she went 
out on her first space-
walk last Friday and was 
supposed to switch to a 
large this week. But after 
last week's spacewalk, 
she decided that a large 
would be too big.

It would have taken 
12 hours to get another 
medium spacesuit ready 
and potentially compro-
mised safety, according to 
Dean. These spacewalks 
are months late, and with 
cargo deliveries coming 
up, NASA wants to keep 
everything on track.

In 54 years of space-
walking, women have 
only gone outside with 
men. That's because men 
have always outnum-
bered women in space. 
As women continue to 
make up a greater per-
centage of the astronaut 

c o r p s ,  m o r e  g e n d e r 
records will be set and 
not just in spacewalking, 
Dean noted.

McClain, Koch and 
Hague are part of NASA's 
Astronaut Class of 2013, 
the only time there have 
been the same number of 
women accepted as men. 
NASA chose four women 
and four men that year.

Koch and Hague will 
continue the battery-
swapping work that 
McClain and Hague 
began last Friday outside 
the space station. Old 

nickel-hydrogen batter-
ies in the solar power grid
are being replaced with
new, powerful lithium-
ion batteries.

M c C l a i n  w i l l  g e t
another shot at space-
walking April 8 when
she ventures outside
with Canadian astronaut
David Saint-Jacques.
There are six U.S. space-
suit tops on the station
— or hard upper torsos,
as NASA calls them —
with two considered
spares. Both Hague and
Saint-Jacques take large.

NASA nixes fi rst all-female
spacewalk due to suit issue

Flight Engineer Anne McClain, shown on Jan. 18, was supposed to participate in a spacewalk Friday with newly 
arrived Christina Koch. But McClain pulled herself from the lineup because there’s not enough time to get two 
mediums suits ready. Koch will go out with a male crewmate. [NASA VIA AP]


