
Alachua County Arts Council 
 

December 2, 2019 
 

Members Present 
Deborah Douglas 
Jennifer Garrett 
Tom McKercher 
Queenchiku Ngozi 
Carol Velasques Richardson – Chair 
David Ruiz 
 

Members Absent 
Judy Skinner – Vice Chair 
 
 
 

Staff Present 
Gina Peebles 
Darryl Kite 
Leira Cruz Caliz 
 

 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 4:31 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
MOTION:  David Ruiz made a motion to approve the agenda as presented; Queenchiku Ngozi seconded; 
unanimous approval. 
  
Approval of the Minutes 
MOTION:  Tom McKercher made a motion to approve the November 4 minutes as presented; 
Queenchiku Ngozi seconded; unanimous approval. 
 
Jack Durrance Art – Samm Wehman Epstein 
MOTION:  Tom McKercher made a motion to recommend the artwork of Samm Wehman Epstein to the 
Board of County Commissioners to be on display in the Jack Durrance Auditorium; David Ruiz seconded; 
unanimous approval.    
 
Poet Laureate Oral Presentations 
Leira Cruz Caliz provided instructions to the evaluators.  Madison Jones withdrew due to moving out of 
county.  MOTION:  Tom McKercher made a motion to rank E. Stanley Richardson #1; Terri Bailey #2; and 
Michelle Heidenrich Barnes #3 and provide them in ranked order for consideration by the Board of 
County Commissioners; Jennifer Garrett seconded; unanimous approval.   
 
Artists Conference Discussion 
Gina Peebles reported the Jack Durrance Auditorium (free), Grace Knight Conference Room (free) and 
Thomas Center (approximately $300) are currently available on Sept. 12 and Oct. 2, 2020.  Kanapaha 
Botanical Gardens and the Sr. Rec. Center are both available on Oct. 2 (free).  MOTION:  Tom McKercher 
made a motion to confirm Kanapaha Botanical Gardens on Friday, Oct. 2; Deborah Douglas seconded; 
unanimous approval. 
 
 



Major / Matching Grants Discussion 
MOTION:  Deborah Douglas made a motion to accept the Major Grant for Artists and Matching Grants 
for Cities applications as presented and refer them to the County Commission for approval; Tom 
McKercher seconded; unanimous approval.   
  
Sculpture Walk Update 
Mr. McKercher contacted Eric Seagle with the Harn who responded that they would participate by 
providing pictures and information for a Sculpture Walk.  Mr. McKercher suggested that we consider an 
online, rather than printed, Sculpture Walk brochure.  MOTION:  Tom McKercher made a motion to 
table this topic until the January meeting; David Ruiz seconded; unanimous approval. 
 
Other Business 
Call to Artists:  West Lawn Statue – No submittals were received so staff is exploring additional funding 
options.  This is anticipated to be on the Dec. 10 Commission agenda for approval. 
 
Trashformations – Mr. McKercher reported that this was a rewarding experience.   
 
Dec. 12 – Nutcracker Under the Stars at Legacy Park in Alachua.  This event is free and open to the 
public. 
 
The First Annual African American Cultural Festival is being held in the City of Newberry. 
 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 
 
The Alachua County Arts Council will meet next on January 6, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. in the Grace Knight 
Conference Room. 
 
  



 
  



 


