
Alachua County Arts Council 
 

March 2, 2020 
 

Members Present 
Deborah Douglas 
Jennifer Garrett 
Tom McKercher 
Queenchiku Ngozi 
Carol Velasques Richardson – Chair 
David Ruiz 
Judy Skinner – Vice Chair 
 

Members Absent 
 
 
 

Staff Present 
Gina Peebles 
 

 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 4:32 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
MOTION:  David Ruiz made a motion to approve the agenda as presented; Tom McKercher seconded; 
unanimous approval. 
  
Approval of the Minutes 
MOTION:  David Ruiz made a motion to approve the February 3 minutes as presented; Tom McKercher 
seconded; unanimous approval. 
 
West Lawn Statue Submittal Distribution – Leira Cruz Caliz 
Council Member, Jennifer Garrett, is recusing herself as she submitted a proposal for consideration (see 
attached Form 8B Memorandum of Voting Conflict for County, Municipal, and Other Local Public 
Officers).   
 
Leira Cruz Caliz distributed the score sheet and conflict of interest statement and provided direction to 
the evaluation team on how to review/score the submittals.  The evaluation team should be prepared to 
discuss scores at our April 6 meeting so the top two can be recommended to the Board of County 
Commissioners for final approval.   
 
Artist Leslie Thorpe attended the meeting and stated that her submittal was 7 minutes late and 
requested consideration for her submission to be evaluated.  The Arts Council was supportive of her 
attending the March 10 Board of County Commissioners meeting to request their approval.  If the Board 
agrees, her submittal will be emailed to the evaluation team for scoring. 
 
Artists Conference Discussion  
Jake Hyvonnen will be contacted to see if he is available to attend our April 6 meeting, or provide a brief 
video presentation to better describe his session topic of “Rapid Prototyping Techniques & the Arts.”   
 



Jennifer Garrett will ask Kanapaha if (1) we can have an arts exhibit and (2) will they charge commission 
for works sold.   
 
Terry Bailey suggested a session on using Social Media be considered.   
 
Sculpture Walk Discussion 
Visit Gainesville, Alachua County has offered to host a public arts inventory on their web page.  They 
have requested assistance with photos and locations of the artwork.   
 
Arts in Medicine Update 
MOTION:  Tom McKercher made a motion to reach out to UF’s Arts in Medicine program for more 
information; Deborah Douglas seconded; unanimous approval.   
 
What’s Good Public Art Feature 
Visit Gainesville, Alachua County has offered to feature public art each month in their weekly “What’s 
Good” e-publication and have asked the Arts Council to assist by providing photos, locations and a brief 
history/description of the artwork.   
 
Call to Artists Update  
South Wall Mural – Shepard Fairey’s team is working with staff for solutions to smooth the South wall 
for the mural installation. 
 
Extension Auditorium Stained Glass – The deadline for submittals is March 4, which are anticipated to be 
distributed for scoring at our April meeting.  
 
Other Business 
February 28 - The Double Exposure Winners’ Reception was held at the Rosa B. Williams Center. 
 
March 8 – ArtSpeaks (4 p.m.) is being held at the Historic Thomas Center. Free and open to the public. 
 
March 13 - Love Land (7 p.m.) at Legacy Park.  Free with reception immediately following. 
 
April 3 - Ballet and Beyond (7:30 p.m.) at the Curtis M. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts. $10 
tickets are available at the box office by mentioning code word “Dance 2019.” 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:48 p.m. 
 
The Alachua County Arts Council will meet next on April 6, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. in the Grace Knight 
Conference Room. 
  



 
  



 


