
Alachua County Arts Council 
 

September 13, 2021 
 

Members Present 
Sara Ann Bracero* 
Chelsea Carnes* 
Lucia Curta* 
Iryna Kanishcheva - Vice-Chair 
Queenchiku Ngozi 
David Ruiz – Chair 
David Sutton – Alternate 
Carol Velasques Richardson 
*Virtual Attendee 

 

Members Absent 
 
 
 

Staff Present 
Gina Peebles 
Leira Cruz Caliz 
 

 

Call to Order 
The hybrid meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
MOTION:  Carol Velasquez Richardson made a motion to approve the agenda as presented; Queenchiku 
Ngozi seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
MOTION:  Carol Velasquez Richardson made a motion to approve the May 3, 2021; June 7, 2021; and 
August 2, 2021 minutes as presented; Iryna Kanishcheva seconded; unanimous approval; motion 
carried. 
 
Jack Durrance Loan Application & Agreement 
MOTION:  Carol Velasquez Richardson made a motion to recommend the Board approve an agreement 
with Leira Cruz Caliz and Bob Dornberg to loan their art to the County through the Jack Durrance Art 
Loan program; Queenchiku Ngozi seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried. 
 
Call-to-Artists Update 
West Lawn – Nine (9) suggestions were received.  They will be forwarded to the Community 
Rememberance Project for review.  Their top three will then be sent to the Historical Commission for 
vetting prior to submitting them to the County Commission for a final selection.  The Arts Council will 
then issue the Call to Artists. 
 
Fire Stations – The Call to Artists for Fire Stations 33 and 41 were discussed.  Vice-Chair Kanishcheva 
made a presentation on the software we will use for the Fire Station 41 mural submittals and rankings.  
We will use our traditional Call to Artists process for the Fire Station 33 stained glass project. 
 
 
 



Mini & Matching Grant Submittal Distribution 
The Mini and Matching grant submittals were reviewed.  Iryna Kanishcheva (Mini) and David Sutton 
(Matching) announced their conflicts and submitted the required conflict of interest forms (attached).  
MOTION:  Iryna Kanishcheva made a motion to recommend $1,000 each for the top four ranked Mini 
Grant applications:  Johanna Weiss, Corey Cheval, Music GNV, and Y-Not Theatre; Queenchiku Ngozi 
seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried.  MOTION:  Queenchiku Ngozi made a motion to 
recommend $1,500 each for the cities of High Springs and Newberry for the Matching Grant applications 
as their scores were tied; Carol Velasques Richardson seconded; unanimous approval; motion carried. 
 
Artists Conference Discussion 
Dr. Queenchiku Ngozi reported that we would likely get more participation if the Artist Conference was 
offered via Zoom.  The consensus of the group was to pursue a hybrid option on a Friday in January, held 
in the County Administration Building, and make it free to attendees to give the group an opportunity to 
evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the conference.  Additionally, the sponsorship funding 
received to date can be used to market the event and send lunch/snacks to registered participants.     
 
Public Comment 
Poet Laureate E. Stanley Richardson stated that the annual youth poetry event will be held on Sept. 19 
at 5 p.m. at the Thomas Center.  The event is free and open to the public. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 
 
The Alachua County Arts Council will meet next on October 4 at 5:30 p.m. in the Grace Knight 
Conference Room and via Zoom. 
  



 



  



 

 
  



 


