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Agenda Item Name:
Request to dedicate the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Park Boat Ramp in Honor of Kate Barnes

Presenter:
Gina Peebles 352-538-8265

Description:
Request to dedicate the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Park Boat Ramp in Honor of Kate Barnes for the
duration of Alachua County’s management of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Park

Recommended Action:
Dedicate the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Park Boat Ramp in Honor of Kate Barnes and authorize the
Chair and Clerk to sign the attached resolution.

Prior Board Motions:
Dec. 10, 2019 - refer this matter to staff to initiate the process and bring it to the Board to rename the
boat ramp after former County Commissioner Kate Barnes (5-0).

Fiscal Consideration:
$250 for signage funded through the FY20 Parks budget, including the General Fund, unincorporated
funds and possibly Boating Improvement Funds.

Background:
At the Dec. 10 Commission Meeting, the Board unanimously requested staff to initiate the process of
naming the boat ramp at the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Park in honor of former Commissioner Kate
Barnes. The dedication of the boat ramp to Kate Barnes will be for the duration of Alachua County’s
management of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings and will serve the internal purpose of identifying the
boat ramp and aiding in the continued operation of the boat ramp pursuant to the County’s sub-lease
of the Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings Park. This dedication is in compliance with County policy (attached)
and in recognition of the substantial non-financial or humanitarian contributions made by Ms. Barnes.
Staff recommends the name “Kate Barnes Boat Ramp.”  Another potential name is the “K. Barnes
Boat Ramp.” Any signage will be in compliance with the terms of the County’s sub-lease with the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection.
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