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Agenda Item Name:
ACHC Recommendation for Renaming Camp McConnell

Presenter:
Kathleen W. Pagan, ACHC Staff Liaison

Description:

ACHC has discussed names for renaming the County property formerly known as Camp McConnell.
Outreach for this process included contacting members of the Micanopy Historical Society and the
Seminole Tribe of Florida by email.

Recommended Action:
Discuss the ACHC recommendation, for final action by BOCC to rename the Camp

Prior Board Motions:
NA

Fiscal Consideration:
Fiscal impact unknown at this time; signage will need to be replaced if renamed.

Background:

The Alachua County Historical Commission (ACHC) was directed by BoCC to consider possible
names for the property located along US 441 (between Paynes Prairie to the north and Micanopy to
the south). The property was formerly used by the YMCA and known as Camp McConnell.

The ACHC discussed the matter at a meeting in June. On July 13 a final recommendation will be
made by ACHC based on the list under discussion (from June), and other input received from the
public. Email communication from the Seminole Tribe is included as an attachment. This states
“Cuscowilla.. might be particularly appropriate”

This information received following their June meeting will be provided to ACHC:
(Citizen) Request reported to Alachua County, FL - Rural Service Area - Other (via SeeClickFix)

RE: Seminole Name For YMCA Camp McConnell
In response to a Seminole Name for YMCA Camp McConnell: “Neamathia Restoration Grounds® The
First Seminole War (1817-1818) was precipitated when a Seminole chief named, Neamathla, warned
U.S. troops not to trespass on their hunting grounds.

The final recommendation made by ACHC on July 13 will be communicated to the County Manager
just prior to the BoCC meeting the following day.
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